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wu 2 range came to 
my Hands, after the Space of be- 
tween twenty and thirty Years. 

THE Gentleman in whoſe Poſ- 
ſeſſion they were, died ſome Time 

ago, and through Loſſes, unſuc- 
ceſsful Law-Suits, and other Diſap- 
ointments, left his Family in none 
of the beſt of Circumſtances; and, 
therefore you will believe I ould 
obtain them no otherwiſe than by 
a mineral Intereſt, 

TRE Perſon who writ them, 
has not ſet his Name to any one 
of them, and, it is very probable, 
he made Uſe of that Caution for 

A 2 | Reaſons 


T% 


= "HY given in his introduQtory 
Letter ; but this is not very mate- 
rial, becauſe, if I had known the 
Name, in all Likelihood I might 
have thought myſelf under and 
Obligation to conceal it, 

I canNor but think the Writer 
has kept this Promiſe he made his 
Friend, of Writing without Preju- 
dice or Partialiry ; and this I the 
rather believe, becauſe, at my firſt 
Peruſal of theſe Letters, I met with 
ſeveral Facts and Deſcriptions, 
pretty nearly reſembling others I 
had heard from Officers of the 
Army, and Revenue, who had 
been in that Part of the Country ; 
but their Stories would have "Sa 
the ſame, or very near it, if they 
had been free from the 8 
and ſatirical Manner in which they 
were delivered. 
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ILL-NATURE will excite in its 


i unhappy Vaſſals, a malignant Satiſ- 
faction to find the Truth (eſpecial- 


ly relating to Mankind) diſguiſed 
in an antick Dreſs ; and there is 
nothing more eaſiy than to furniſh 


out the Maſquerade with ridiculous 


outward Appearances. But neither 
of our Correſpondents ſeems to 


have been inclined that Way; for 


if the Perſon, to whom theſe Epiſ- 
tles were addreſſed, had been of 


that Trempe, then is no Doubt 
but the Writer, who took ſo much 
Pains for his Information, would 


likewiſe have gratified him in that 
Particular. 

Ir muſt be ALES] there are 
ſome few S:rokes that ſavour a lit- 


tle of the Satyrical, but they are 


very few, yet juſt enough to ſhew, 
that if Inchnation had prompted, 
Humour would not have been 

Ay wanting; 


J 


1 
wanting; and even thoſe few are 
only relating to ſuch Vices and 
Vanities as might eaſily be reform- 


ed; and, as they are now made 


publick, they may ſerve as Admo- 
nitions to ſuch as apply them to 


themſelves. 
 _ Warar ſhameful Portraits have 


been drawn for a Highlander l I 
ſhall only mention one, and that 
is, in the True-born Engliſh- 


man. 


His Deſcription is much more 
ſhocking than entertaining to any 
one who has the leaſt Humanity. 
But the Owner of a chaſt Mind 
might have been well pleaſed to ſee 
the unknown Face diveſted of the 


oldlious Vizor. 


Ir may be ſaid—— That Poem 


is a profeſt Satyr, but I even deny 


it to be one; for a true Satyriſt is 
too delicate to Laſh with à Flail. 
| „ TugRE 


[ vii | 

THERE be ſome who have made 
a Reproach of unavoidable Pover- 
ty, and of Cuſtoms and Methods 
of acting, which, (I now find) ac- 
cording to the Nature of the Coun- 
try, and Circumſtances of the In- 
| Habitants, could not be changed 
for others to be more reaſonable 
and commodious. But, far other- 
wiſe, the Writer of theſe Letters. 
He ſeems to have catched at all 
Opportunities for Excuſe, and even 
Commendation, and has not ſpar- 
ed his own Country, or Country- 
men, when the one deſerved his 
Animadverſion, or the other re- 
quired an Acknowledgment; ſo far 
bas he been from invidious Com- 
pariſons. 
luvusr own he has likewiſe 
kep t his Word 1n obſerving little 
Older or Method, for it plainly 
zppcars he took no Pains about 
either; 
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either; But then tnat very Neglect 
has been the Cauſe of more ſudden 
Variety, (to uſe his Correſpondents 
Phraſe) and the little Stories that 
are ſcattered here and there, (I 
think not much known in Eng- 
land) ſerve now and then to break, 


as the Painter ſays, a too-long- con- 


tinued Line of Deſcription. 
ISEHALIL fay no more in Rela- 
tion to his Sie, than that a Nice- 
ty is ſeldom much regarded in fa- 
miliar Epiſtles from Friend to 


Friend, eſpecially in long Relations 


of Facts, or other Narrations; be- 
ſicles, he ſays himſelf, it would 


haye taken up too much of his 
Time to ſmooth his Periods; and 
we all know that Words and 


Phraſes, will not dance into ele- 
gant order at the Sound of a Fid- 


Ir 


a 
Ir may poſſibly be faid, by 
ſome of the Northern People, that the 
Writer has borne too hard upon a 
Part of the then Inhabitants of 
Inverneſs. Of that I cannot pre- 
tend to make myſelf a Judge, on- 
ly that, as a Reader, it does not 
ſeem to me to be ſo by the Tenor 
of his other Letters, and particu- 
larly by his Appeal to the Officers 
of the Army who had been in 
thoſe Quarters; and ſurely this he 
would not have done (when he 
might have been ſo eaſily diſproved) 
if he was conſcious of Untruths, 
and had the leaſt Regard to his 
Friends Opinion of his Veracity. 
To conclude : If the Facts, 
Circumſtances, and Deſcriptions, 
contained in the following Letters, 
are allowed to be juſt and genuine 
(as © OY believe they are) may 


they 


L* 1 
they not be given in Evidence,” 
againſt ſuch as are fond of ſnewing 
the Wantoneſs of Invention and 
Drollery, upon Objects altogether 
improper for that Purpoſe ? and 
might not any one reaſonably con- 
clude, that ſuch Fokers believe all 
Mankind to be ridiculous, who 
have not an Affluence of Fortune, 
or that entertain a Garb, or Cuſ- 
toms different from their own, and 
were not born in the ſame Pariſh? 
And, if ſo, I think they them- 
ſelves are the fitteſt Subjects of 
Ridicule. 2 5 


4 am, 
The impartial Reader's 


Obedient humble S ervant, | 


The EDITOR. 


LET EF##XK I 
| ED Inverneſs. 
N the Courſe of Evi- 
dence, or other Exami- 
nation, one ſlight acci- 
dental Hint may be the 
Cauſe of a long and in- 
tricate Enquiry ; and 
thus the bare Mention I lately made of a 
few Notes I had taken, relating to theſe 
Parts and to the Highlands, will be the 
' Occaſion of ſome Employment for me; 
but I am far from making a Merit of any 
Trouble I can take to gratify your Curi- 
olity ; and more eſpecially in This; for to 
tell you the Truth, I have at preſent little 
elſe to do; my only Fear is, my Endea- 
vour will not anſwer your Expectation. 
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Ov Friendſhip is as old as our Ac- 
quaintance, which you know is of no in- 
conſiderable Standing, and complimental 
Speeches between us were, by Conſent, 
baniſhed from the Beginning, as being 
unſuitable to that Sincerity which a ſtrict 
Friendſhip requires. But I may fay, with 
great Truth, there is but one other in the 


World could prevail with me to commu- 
nicate, in Writing, ſuch Circumſtances as 


I perfectly foreſee will make up great Part 


of this Correſpondence ; and therefore I 


muſt ſtipulate, even with you, that none 
of my future Letters, on this Subject, may 
be ſhewn to any other than our common 


Friend————in whom you know we 


can confide. 


IH Av E ſeveral Reaſons for this Precau- 


tion, which I make no doubt you will 


approve. 


FIRST, The contrary might create In- 
conveniencies to me in my preſent Situa- 


tion, 


IT 


LETTER I. 3 


Ix might furniſh Matter for diſobliging 
Compariſons, to which ſome of our Coun- 
trymen are but too much addicted. 


THr1s again might give Offence eſpeci- 
ally to ſuch who are ſo National as not to 
conſider, that a Man's Native Country is 
not of his own making, or his being born 


in it the Effect of his Choice. 


AN p laſtly, It would do me no great 
Honour to be known to have made a Col- 
lection of Incidents, moſtly low, and 
ſometimes diſagreeable. Vet even in this 
J have a common Obſervation on my Side, 
which is; That the genuine Character of 
any particular Perſon may be beſt diſco- 
vered, when he appears in his domeſtick 
Capacity; when he is free from all Re- 
ſtraint by Fear of foreign Obſervation and 
Cenſure; and, by a Parity of Reaſon, the 
Genius of a whole People may be better 
known by their Actions and Inclinations in 
their Native Country, than it can be from 
| B 2 Remarks 


1 LE REIT 
Remarks made upon any Numbers of 
them, when they are diſperſed in other 
"wn of the World. | 


IN Publick, all Mankind act more or 
leſs in Diſguiſe, 


Ir I were to confine myſelf to the Cuſ- 
toms of the Country, and the Manners of 
the People ; I think it would need but 
little Apology to the moſt National ; for 
the ſeveral Members of every Community 
think themſelves ſufficiently furniſhed 
with Arguments, whereby to juſtify the 
general Conduct; But in ſpeaking of the 
Country, I have met with ſome, who, in 
hearing the moſt modeſt Deſcription of 
any Part of it, have been ſuddenly acted 
upon by an unruly Paſſion, complicated 
of Jealouſy, Pity, and Anger: This, I 
have often compar'd in my Mind, to the 
Yearnings of a fond Mother for a miſ- 
ſhapen Child, when ſhe thinks any one 
too prying into its Deformity. 


Is 


EEE 


ſhall take Notice of any thing 
amiſs, either here or in the Mountains, 
which they know to be wrong, and it is 


in their Power to amend ; I ſhall apply, 


in my own Juſtification, what is ſaid by 
Spencer upon a like Occaſion. | 


« The beſt (faid he) that I can you adviſe, 


« Is to avoid the Occafion of the III: 

« For, when the Cauſe whence Evil 
_ doth ariſe | 

Removed is, the * ſurceaſeth Still. 


Tux Highlands are but little known 
even to the Inhabitants of the low Country 
of Scotland, for they have ever dreaded the 
Difficulties and Dangers of Travelling 
among the Mountains; and when ſome 
extraordinary Occaſion has obliged any one 
of them to ſuch a Progreſs, he has, gene- 


rally ſpeaking, made his Teſtament before 


he ſet out, as though he were entring upon 
a long and dangerous Sea Voyage, where- 
in it was very doubtful if he ſhould ever 
return. 
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Bur to the People of England, ex- 

cepting ſome few, and thoſe chiefly the 

Soldiery, the Highlands are hardly known 
at all ; for there has been leſs, that I know 
of, written upon the Subject, than of either 
of the Indies; and even that little which 
has been ſaid, conveys no Idea of what a 
Traveller almoſt continually ſees and meets 
with in paſſing among the Mountains ; 
or does it communicate any Notion of the 
Temper of the Natives, while they remain 
in their own Country. 


THE verbal W that 
have been made of the Lowlands are very 
extraordinary; and though good Part of 
it be greatly ſuperior in the Quality of the 
Soil to the North of England and in ſome 
Parts equal to the beſt of the South, yet 
there are ſome among our Countrymen 
who are ſo prejudiced, that they will not 


i | allow (or not own) there is any thing 
|. Good on this Side the Tweed. On the 
| | ether hand, ſome flattering Accounts that | 


have 


LETTER 1. - 


have been publiſhed, what with Com- 
mendation, and what with Concealment, 
might induce a Stranger to both Parts of 
the Ifland, to conclude, that Scotland in 
general is the better Country of the two; 
and I wiſh it were ſo (as we are become 


one People) for the Benefit of the whole. 


ABOUT a Week ago, I borrowed a 
Book called A Journey through Scotland 
publiſhed in the Year 1723, and having 
dipped into it in many Places, I think it 
might, with more Propriety, be called, 
A Tourney to the Heralds Office, and the 
Seats of the Nobility and 264 of North- 


Britain. 


Hz calls almoſt all their Houſes Pa- 


laces. He makes no leſs than Five in one 


Street, Part of the Suburbs of Edinburgh, 


| befides the real Palace of Holyrood.- Houſe ; 
But if you were to ſee them with that 
pompous Title, you would be ſurprized, 
though you would think ſome of them 
good Houſes when mention'd with Mo- 
defty. 

HS -- Bur 
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Bur I think every one of the Five 
would greatly ſuffer by the Compariſon, 
if they ſtood near Marlborough Houſe in 
St. Fames's Park, and yet no body ever 
thought of erecting that Building into a 
Palace. 


Ir would be contrary to my Inclina- 
tion, and even ridiculous to deny, that 
there is a great Number of noble and 
ſpacious old Seats in Scotland, beſides thoſe 
that were Kings Palaces, of both which 
ſome are built in a better Taſte than moſt 
of the old Seats in England that I have 
2/0 ſeen : Theſe I am told were built after 
i 'F the Models of Sir William Bruce, who 
11 was their Inigo Jones; but many of them 
are now in a ruinous Condition. And it 
= muſt be confeſſed there are ſome very 


ſtately modern Buildings, but our itinerant 
Author gives ſuch magnificent Deſcrip- 
tions of ſome of his Palaces, as carry with 
them nothing but Diſappointment to the 
Eye of the travelling Spectator, 
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IE labours the Plantations about the 
Country Seats. ſo much, that he ſhews 
thereby what a Rarity Trees are in Scot- 
land ; and, indeed it has been often re- 
marked, that here are but few Birds except 

ſuch as build their Neſts upon the Ground, 

ſo ſcarce are Hedges and Trees. | 


Tur Poſt - Houſe at Haddington, a 
wretched Inn, by Compariſon, he ſays, 


is inferior to none on the London Road. 


IN this Town he ſays there are Coffec 


| Houſes and Taverns as in Englaud; who 


would not thence infer, there are ſpacious 
Rooms, many Waiters, plentiful Larders, 
Sc.? And as to the only Coffee Room 
we have, I ſhall ſay ning of it in its 
proper Place. 


Bur the Writer is held greatly in 
Eſteem, by the People here, for 'calling 
this the pretty Town of Inverneſs, How 

often 
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10 LETTER I 
often have I heard thoſe Words quoted 


with Pleaſure ! 


HR I am about to premiſe ſomething | 
in relation to the Sheets which are to fol- 


low: And f/f, I intend to ſend you one 


of theſe Letters every Fortnight, and oftner 


if I find it convenient, till I have, as I 


may ſay, writ myſelf quite out. In doing 
this I ſhall not confine myſelf to Order or 
Method, but take my Paragraphs juſt as 
they come to Hand, except where one Fact 
or Obſervation naturally ariſes from ano- 


ther. Nor ſhall I be ſolicitous about the 


Elegancy of Stile, but content myſelf with 
an Endeavour only to be underſtood ; for 
both or either of thoſe Niceties would 
deprive me of ſome other Amuſements, 
and that, I am ſure, you do not expect, 
or would you ſuffer it if you could help it. 


an will be Hale fuld har can be 


applicable to Scotland in general; but if 


any thing of that Nature ſhould occur, 1 
mall note it to be ſo. 
de 


LETTER I. 1x 


A LL Parts of the Highlands are not 
exactly alike, either in the Height of the 
Country or the Cuſtoms and Manners of 


the Natives, of whom ſome are more ci- 


vilized than others. 


NoTHING will be ſet down but what 
J have perſonally known, or received from 


ſuch whoſe Infirmation I had no Reaſon to 


ſuſpect, and all without Prejudice or Parti- 
ality. And laſtly, I ſhall be very ſparing 
of the Names of particular Perſons, (eſpe- 
cially when no Honour can be diſpenſed 
by the Mention of them,) not only as they 


are unknown to you, but to tell you the 


Truth, in Prudence to myſelf ; for, as 
our Letters are carried to Edinburgh the 
Hill-way, by a Foot Poſt, there is one 


who makes no Scruple to intrude, by 


Means of his Emiſaries, into the Affairs 
and Sentiments of others, eſpecially if he 
fancies there is any thing relating to him- 


ſelf; ſo jealous and inquiſitive is Guilt. 
And therefore I ſhall neglect no Opportu- | 


nity 
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nity of ſending them to Edinburgh by 
private Hands. But if you ſhould be 
curious, at any Time, to know the Name 
of ſome particular Perſon ; in that Caſe, a 
Hint, and the Date of my Letter, will 
enable me to give you that Satisfaction. 


BuT I muſt add, that the frequent 
Egotiſms which I foreſee I ſhall be obliged 
to uſe in Paſſages merely relating to my- 
ſelf, incline me to wiſh that our Language 
would ſometimes (like the French) ad- 
mit of the third Perſon, only to _y the 
eternal . * 


"This is all I have to ſay by way of Pre- 
face; what Apologies I may have Oc- 
caſion to make in my Progreſs, I do not 


know, but I promiſe, that as they are 
dry, fo ſhall they be as few as poſſible. 


LETTER 


LET II. 


EAZBOUT a Tech 
(RY 

Gas month after I firſt came 
do this Town, and had 
been twice to Edin- 
burgh by the Way 
of the Hills, I re- 
ccived a Letter from an old Acquaintance, 
defiring me to give him an Account of 
my firſt Journey hither, the ſame to com- 
mence from the Borders of Scotland. 


I couLD not, you may imagine, con- 
ceive the Meaning of a Requeſt fo extra- 
ordinary, but however I complied impli- 
citely. Sometime afterwards, by a Letter 

of Thanks, I was given to underſtand, it 
was an Expedient, agreed upon between 


bim 


LETTER I 


him and another, whereby to decide a 
— 


Now all this Preface is only to intro- 
duce my Requeſt to yon, that you will ab- 
ſolve me from the Promiſe I made you laſt 
Week, and in lieu of what you might de- 
mand, accept of a Copy of that Letter. 


Iso p not have waved my promiſed 

Deſign, but for an Affair which ſomething 
related to myſelf, and requi ired my At- 
tention, and therefore I could not find 
Time to tack together ſo many Memo- 
randums, as ſuch Letters, as I intend to 
ſend you, require ; for if they are not 
pretty long, I ſhall be ſelf-condemned, 
ſince you know I uſed to ſay, by Way of 
Complaint againſt That Letters from 
one Friend to another ſhould be of a 
Length proportioned to the Diſtance be- 
tween them. 


Ar TER ſome Com pliments my Letter 
was as follows, 


 AccorDING 


1 G. &. HS. cons 


LETTER Uu os 


AccoRD ING to your Deſire, I ſhall be- 
gin my Account with the Entertainment 


I met with after paſſing the Tweed at Kelſo, 
but ſhall not trouble you with the Exac- 
tion and intolerable Inſolence of the Ferry- 


men, becauſe I think you can match their 
Impudence at our own Horſe- ferry: I 
ſhall only fay, that I could obtain no Re- 
dreſs, although I complained of them to 
the principal Magiſtrate of the Town. 


Havi G done with them, my Horſes 
were led to the Stable, and my ſelf con- 
ducted up one Pair of Stairs, where I was 


ſoon attended by a handſome genteel Man, 
well dreſſed, who gave me a kindly 
Welcome to the Houſe, 


- 


TuIS induced me to aſk him what I 
could have to eat, to which he civilly an- 
ſwerd, The good Wife will be careful 


nothing ſhall be wanting, but that he 


never concerned himſelf about any thing 
relating to the Publick (as he called it) 
that 


merlin 


him and another, whereby to decide a 
Diſpute. 


Now all this Preface is only to intro- 
duce my Requeſt to you, that you will ab- 


ſolve me from the Promiſe I made you laſt 


Week, and in lieu of what you might de- 


mand, accept of a Copy of that Letter. 


I $H0UL D not have waved my promiſed 


Deſign, but for an Affair which ſomething 


related to myſelf, and required my At- 


tention, and therefore I could not find 


Time to tack together ſo many Memo- 
randums, as ſuch Letters, as I intend to 
ſend you, require ; for if they are not 


pretty long, I ſhall be ſelf-condemned, 


ſince you know I uſed to ſay, by Way of 
Complaint againſt——That Letters from 
one Friend to another ſhould be of a 
Length proportioned to the Diſtance be- 
tween them. 


Ar rex ſome Com pliments, my Letter 
was as follows. 


AprogpnG | 
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AccoRD ING to your Deſire, I ſhall be- 
gin my Account with the Entertainment 


I met with after paſſing the Tweed at Kelſo, 


but ſhall not trouble you with the Exac- 


tion and intolerable Inſolence of the F erry- 


men, becauſe I think you can match their 
Impudence at our own Horſe-ferry : I 


ſhall only ſay, that I could obtain no Re- 
_ dreſs, although I complained of them to 


the principal Magiſtrate of the Town. 


Havins done with them, my Horſes 
were lcd to the Stable, and my ſelf con- 
ducted up one Pair of Stairs, where I was 


ſoon attended by a handſome genteel Man, 
well dreſſed, who gave me a kindly 
Welcome to the Houſe. . 


Tus induced me to aſk him what I 


could have to eat, to which he civilly an- 


ſwerd, The good Wife will be careful 
nothing ſhall be wanting, but that he 
never concerned himſelf about any thing 
relating to the Publick (as he called it) 

1 that 
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that is, he would have me know he was 
a Gentleman, and did not employ himſelf 
in any thing ſo low as Attendance, but 


left it to his Wife. Thus he took his 


Leave of me, and ſoon after came up my 
Landlady, whoſe Dreſs and Appearance 
ſeemed to me to be ſo unfit for the Wife 
of that Gentleman, that I could hardly 
believe ſhe was any other than a Servant; 
but ſhe Toon took Care, in her Turn, by 
ſome Airs ſhe gave herſelf, to let me know 
ſhe was Miſtreſs of the Houſe. 


I ASKED what was to be had, and ſhe 
told me potted Pigeons; and nothing I 
thought, could be more agreeable, as re- 
quiring no Waiting, after a fatiguing Day's 
Journey in which I had eaten nothing. 


TE Cloth was laid, but I was too un- 
willing to greaſe my Fingers to touch it; 
and preſently after, the Pot of e 
was ſet on the Table, 


Wu EN 
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WHen I came to examine my Cates, 


there were two or three of the Pigeons lay 
mangled in the Pot, and behind were 


the Furrows, in the Butter, of thoſe 
* Fingers that had raked them out of it, and 


the Butter itſelf needed no cloſe Applica- 


cation to diſcover its Quality. 


My Diſzuſt at this Sight was ſo great, 


and being a brand-new Traveller in this 


Country, I eat a Cruſt of Bread, and 
drank about a Pint of good Claret; and 


although the Night was approaching, 1 
called for my Horſes, and marched off, 
thinking to meet with ſomething better; 


but I was benighted on a rough Moor, and 
met with yet worſe Entertainment at a 
little Houſe, which was my next — 
ters. 


Arx my firſt Entrance I perceived ſome 
Things like Shadows moving about be- 
fore the Fire, which was made with 
Peats, and going nearer to them I could 
n Ro 1 juſt 


ö 
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juſt diſcern, and that was all, two ſmall 
Children in Motion, ſtark naked, and a 
very old Man fitting by the Fire- ſide. 


T 800N went out under Pretence of 
Care for my Horles, but in Reality to re- 
lieve my Lungs and Eyes of the Smoke. 
At my Return I could perceive the old 
Man's Fingers to be in a very bad Con- 
dition, and immediately I was ſeized with 
an Apprehenſion that I ſhould be put 
into his Bed. 3 . 


HERE I was told 1 might have a _ 
Breaſt of Mutton done upon the Brander 
(or Gridiron) ; but when it was brought 
me, it appeared to have been ſmoaked 
and dried in the Chimney Corner ; and 
it looked like the Glew that hangs up in 
an Ironmonger's Shop: This, you may 
believe, was very diſguſting to the Eye; 
and for the Smell it had no other, that I 
could perceive, than that of the Butter 
wherewith it was greaſed in the Dreſſing; 


but, for my Relief, there were ſome new- 
laid 
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laid Eggs which were my Regale: And 


now methinks I hear one of this Country 
fay, —— a true Engliſhman / He is al- 
ready talking of Eating. 


WEN I had been conducted to my 
Lodging-Room, I found the Curtains of 
my Bed were very foul by being handled 
by the dirty Wenches ; and the old Man's 
Fingers being preſent with me, I fat 
down by the Fire, and aſked myſelf, 
for which of my Sins I was ſent into this 
Country ; but I have been ſomething re- 
conciled to it ſince then, for we have here 
our Pleaſures and Diverſions, though not 
in ſuch Plenty and Variety, as you have 
in London. 


B , 1 to proceed: Being tired and 
ſleepy, at laſt I came to a Reſolution to 
| ſee how my Bed looked within Side, and 

to my Joy I found exceeding good Lin- 
nen, white, well aired and hardened, and 
I think as good as in our beft Inns in 

England, fo I ſlept very comfortably. 

C2 AND 
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AND here I muſt take Notice of what 
I have ſince found almoſt every where, 
but chiefly in the Low-Country, that is, 
good Linnen ; for the Spinning deſcends 
from Mother to Daughter by Succeſſion, 
*till the Stock becomes conſiderable, in- 


ſomuch that even the ordinary People are 


generally much better furniſhed in that 
Particular, than thoſe of the ſame Rank 


in England — l am ſpeaking chiefly of 
Sheeting and Table Linnen. 


THztRE happened nothing extraordi- 


| nary between this Place and Edinburgh, 


where I made no long Stay. 


Wren I firſt came into the High- 
Street of that City, I thought I had not 
ſeen any thing of the Kind more magni- 
ficent ; the extreme Height of the Houſes, 
which are, for the moſt Part, built with 
Stone, and well ſaſned; the Breadth and 


Length of the Street, and (it being dry 


Weather) a Cleanneſs made by the high 
Winds, 
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Winds, I was extremely pleaſed to find 
every Thing look fo unlike the Deſcrip- 
tions of that Town, which had been 
given me by ſome of my Countrymen. 


BIN G a Stranger, I was invited to 
ſup at a Tavern. The Cook was too 
filthy an Object to be deſcribed, only 
another Enghſh Gentleman whiſpered me 
and faid, he believed, if the Fellow was 
to be thrown againſt the Wall, he would 
Ack to it. 


TwisT ING round and round his 
Hand a greaſy Towel, he ſtood waiting 
to know what we would have for Supper, 
and mentioned ſeveral Things himſelf ; 
among the reſt a Duke, a Fool, or a 
Meer-fool. This was near according to 
his Pronounciation ; but he meant a Duck, 
a Fowl, or a Moor-fowl, or Grouſt. 


Wx ſupped very plentifully, and drank 
good French Claret, and were very merry 
till the Clock ſtruck Ten, the Hour 

C 3 when 


Lr 
when every- body is at Liberty, by Beat 
of the City Drum, to throw their Filth 
out at the Windows. Then the Com- 
pany began to light Pieces of Paper, and 
throw them upon the Table to ſmoke the 
Room, and, as I thought, to mix one 
bad Smell with another. 


BIN d in my Retreat to paſs through 
a long narrow Vynde or Alley, to go to 
my new Lodgings, a Guide was aſſigned 
me, who went before me to prevent my 
Diſgrace, crying out all the Way, with 
a loud Voice, Hud your Haunde. The 
throwing up of a Saſh, or otherwiſe 
opening a Window, made me tremble, 
while behind and before me, at ſome lit- 
tle Diſtance, fell the terrible Shower. 


WII IL, I eſcaped all the Danger, and 
arrived, not only ſafe and ſound, but 
ſweet and clean, at my new Quarters ; 
but when I was in Bed I was forced to 
hide my Head between the Sheets ; for 
the Smell of the Filth, thrown out by 

-- 
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the Neighbours on the Back-fide of the 
Houſe, came pouring into the Room to 
ſuch a Degree, I was | almoſt poiſoned 
with the Stench. 


I HALL here add to my Letter, as I 


am making a Cory of it, a few Obſer- 


vations. 


Wurd I was laſt in Edinburgh ] ſet 
| myſelf to conſider of this great Annoy- 
ance, and, in Concluſion, found it re- 
medileſs. 


„TR City, it ſeems, was built upon 


<« that Rock for Protection, by the Caſtle, 


in dangerous Times; but the Space 
c was too narrow to contain a ſufficient 


Number of Inhabitants, otherwiſe than 
« by very high Buildings, crouded cloſe 
( together, inſomuch that there are hard- - 


0 ly any back Yards. 


* Fr GHT, Ten, ind even Twelve 


y Stories have each a particular Family, 
= C4 © and 
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« and perhaps a ſeparate Proprietor and 
* therefore any Thing ſo expenſive, as 
e Conveyance down from the upper- 


c moſt Floor, could never be agreed on; 


© or could there be made, within the 
“ Building, any Receiver ſuitable to ſuch 
* Numbers of People. 


THERE is indeed, between the City 
te and the Sea, a large flat Space of Land, 
« with a Rivulet running through it, 
« which would be very commodious for 


_« a City; but great Part of it has been 


* made the Property of the Corporation; 
e and the Magiſtrates, for the Time be- 


* ing, will not ſuffer any Houſes to be 


e built on it; for, if they did, the old 


« City would ſoon be deſerted, which 


« would bring a very great Loſs upon 
« ſome, and total Ruin upon others of 


« the Proprietors in thoſe Buildings.” 


I Avg ſaid thus much upon this un- 
cleanly Subject, only, as you may have 
heard ſome maliciouſly, or at beſt inconſi- 
derately 


A 
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derately ſay, that this Evil proceeds from 
(what one would think no body could 
believe) a Love of Naſtineſs and not Ne- 
ceſſity. I ſhall only add, as it falls in 
my Way, that the main Street is cleaned 
by Scavengers every Morning early, ex- 
cept Sunday, which therefore is the moſt 
uncleanly Day. 


Bur to return: Having Occaſion the 
next Morning after my Arrival to enquire 
for a Perſon with whom I had ſome 
| Concerns, I was amazed at the Length 
and Gibberiſh of a Direction given me 
where to find him. | 


Il was told that I muſt go down the 

Street, and on the North Side, over againſt | 
ſuch a Place, turn down ſuch a Hynde ; 
and, on the Weſt Side of the Vynde, en- 
quire for ſuch a Launde (or Building) 
where the Gentleman ſayd, at the thrid 
Stair, that is, three Stories high. 


Tus 


— * yr — — — & - = ug 
RETIRE — — ————— — — — - — 
- < no Es ares — 7 TS; hep —u—y—-— — ————— —ñ—y—„— >= PHPEDIET Is. en —— — — — . r 
— — * . 22 — 4 — —— — — f : - — 
r nin UE 9 EEE ole ee, 4 bo SE cr 3 3 . SO — a 
i 2 > 5 
— t er — 2«««««««e“ 44 „„ 2 — ————T'''— 2 12 — — — > 22 . * 3 


26 LETTER H. 


IT u is Direction in a Language I hardly 
underſtood, and by Points of the Compaſs 
which I then knew nothing of, as they 
related to the Town, put me to a good 


deal of Difficulty. 


Ar length I found out the Subject of 
my Enquiry, who was greatly diverted 
when I told him (with as much Humour 
as I was Maſter of) what had been my 
Perplexity. Yet in my Narration I con- 
cealed the nauceous Inconvenience of go- 
ing down the ſteep, narrow Hynde, and 
aſcending to his Lodging. | 


 'I THEN had no Knowledge of the 


Cawadys, a very uſeful Black-Guard, who 


attend the Coffee-Houſes and publick 


Places to go of Errands ; and though they 
are Wretches, that in Rags lye upon the 
Stairs, and in the Streets at Night, yet 


are they, often conſiderably truſted, and, 


as I have been told, have ſeldom or never 


proved unfaithful, 


Tuürsz 


Tusk Boys know every body in the 


Town who is of any kind of Note, ſo that 
one of them would have been a ready 


Guide to the Place I wanted to find ; and 
I afterwards wondered that one of them 


Y was not recommended to me by wy new 
LO 


Tu IS Corps has a kind of Captain or 
Magiſtrate preſiding over them, whom 
they call the Conſtable of the Cawdys, 
and in caſe of Neglect or other Miſde- 


meanor he pute the Delinquents, 
moſtly by Fines of Ale and Brandy, 
but ſometimes corporally. 


Tur have for the moſt Part an un- 
common Acuteneſs, are very ready at 
proper Anſwers, and execute ſuddenly and 


well whatever Employment is aſſigned 


them. 


Wur THER it be true or not I cannot 
ſay, but I have been told by ſeveral, That 
- one 
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one of the Judges formerly abandoned two 
of his Sons for a Time to this Way of Life, 
as believing it would create in them a 
Sharpneſs which might be of Uſe to them 
in the future Courſe of their Lives. 


'Tr1s is all that I knew of Edinburgh 
at that Time, by Reaſon of the Shortneſs 
of my Stay : The Day following, my 


Affairs called me to begin 5. Journey to 


Gi 


GLasGow is, to outward Appearance, 
the prettieſt and moſt uniform Town that 


I ever ſaw; and I believe there is nothing 


like it in Britain. 


IT has a ſpacious Carrifour, where 
ſtands the Croſs ; and going round it, you. 


have, by Turns, the View of four Streets, 


that in regular Angles proceed from 


thence. The Houſes of theſe Streets are 
faced with Aſhler Stone, they are well 
ſaſhed, all of one Model, and Piazzas 


Tx rus 


give a good Air to the Buildings. 


THERE are ſome other handſome 


Streets, but the extreme Parts of the Town 


are mean and diſagreeable to the Eye. 


Tuxkk was nothing remarkable in my 
Way to Glaſgow, that I took Notice of, 
being in Haſte, but the Church at Lin- 
lithgow, a noble old Gothick Building, 
formerly a Cathedral, now much in Ruins, 
chiefly from the uſual Rage that attends 


Reformation. 


IT 1s really provoking to ſee how the 


Populace have broke and defaced the Sta- 


tues and other Ornaments, under the No- 
tion of their being Relicks of Popery. 


As this Town was our Baiting-place, 
a Gentleman (the Son of a celebrated 
| Scot's Biſhop) who was with me, pro- 
poſed, that while Dinner was getting 
ready, we ſhould go and view the inſide 

of 
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run through them on either Side, which 
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of the Structure; and as we took Notice 
that great Part of the Floor was broken up. 
and that the Pews were immoderately 
duſty, the Precentor, or Clerk, who attend- 
ed us, took Occaſion to ſay, he did not ap- 
prehend that Cleanlineſs was eſſential to 


Devotion; upon which, my Friend turned 


haſtily upon him, and ſaid very angrily, 


War! This Church was never in- 
tended for your /{ovenly Worſhip. This 
Epitbet, pronounced with ſo much Ardour, 
immediately after his Cenſure of the Preſ- 
biterian Zeal, was to me ſome Matter of 
Fpeculation. 255 


M y Stay at G/aſgow was very ſhort, as 
it had been at Edinburgh, to which laſt, 
in five Days, I returned, in order to pro- 
ceeed to this Town. 


Uyron conſulting ſome Gentlemen, 
which of the two Ways was moſt eligible 
for me to take, 7. e. whether through the 
Highlands, or by the Sea-Coaſt, I found 

| they 
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they were divided; one giving a dreadful 
Account of the Roughneſs and Danger of 
the Mountains, another commending the 
Shortneſs of the Cut over the Hills. One 
told me it was a hundred and fifty Miles 
by the Coaſt, another that it was but 


ninety Miles the other Way; but I deci- 
ded the Matter myſelf upon the Strength 


of the old Proverb—That the fartheſt May 


about is the neareft Way home : Not but 


that I ſometimes met with Roads which, 
at that Time, I thought pretty rough, but 


after paſſing through the Highlands, they 
were all ſmoothed, in my Imagination, 
into Bowling-greens. 


As the Country near the Coaſt has, 


here and there, little riſing Hills which 


overlook the Sea, and diſcover Towns at 
a conſiderable Diſtance, I was well enough 
diverted with various Proſpects in my 


Journey, and wanted nothing but Trees, 


Encloſures, and ſmoother Roads, | to make 


it very agreeable. 


THE 
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Tur Lowlands, between the Sea and 
the high Country, to the Left, are gene- 
rally narrow ; and the rugged, romantick 
Appearance of the Mountains was to me, 
at that Time, no bad Proſpect; but ſince 
that, I have been taught to think other- 
wiſe by the Sufferings J have met with 
among them. 


T had little Reaſon to complain of my 
Entertainment at the ſeveral Houſes where 
I ſet up, becauſe I never wanted what was 
proper for the Support of Life, either for 
myſelf or my Horſes ; I mention them, 
becauſe, in a Journey, they are as it were 
a Part of one's Self: The worſt of all was 
the Cookery. 


Ox Thing I obſerved of almoſt all the 
Towns that I ſaw at a Diſtance, which 
was, that they ſeemed to be very large, 
and made a handſome Appearance ; but 
when I paſſed through them, there ap- 
peared a nnen which diſcovered the 
Condition 
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Condition of the Inhabitants ; and all the 


Out-Skirts, which ſerved to encreaſe the 


Extent of them at a Diſtance, were 
nothing but the Ruins of little Houſes, 
and thoſe in pretty great Numbers. 


OF this I aſked the Reaſon, and was 
told, That when one of thoſe Houſes was 
grown old and decayed, they often did 
not repair it, but, taking out the Timber, 
they let the Walls ſtand as a fit Encloſure 
for a Cale-Yard, i. e. a little Garden for 
Coleworts, and that they built anew upon 
another Spot. By this you may conclude, | 
that Stone and Ground-rents, in thoſe 
Towns, are not very valuable. But the 
little Fiſhing Towns were generally diſ- 
agrecable to paſs, from the ſtrong Smell 
of the Haddocks and Whitings that were 
hung up to dry on Lines along the Sides 
of the Houſes from one End of the Vil- 
lage to the other : And ſuch Numbers of 
half-naked Children, but freſh colourcd, 
ſtrong and healthy, I think are not to be 
met with in the In-land Towns. Some 
,, will 
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will have their Numbers and Strength to 
be the Effects of Shell-fiſh. 


I nave one Thing more to obſerve to 
you, which is; That ftill as I went 
Northward, the Cattle and the Carts grew 
leſs and leſs. The Sheep likewiſe dimi- 
niſhed in their Size by Degrees as I ad- 
vanced, and their Wool grew coarſer, till 
at Length, upon a tranſient View, they 
ſeemed to be cloathed with Hair. This 
I think proceeds leſs from the Quality of 
the Soil than the exceſſive Cold of the 
Hills in the Winter Seaſon, becauſe the 
Mutton is exceedingly good. | 


Tus I have Acquainted you how I 
came hither, and I hope it will not now 
be very long, before I have a greater 
Pleaſure in telling you, by Word of 
Mouth, in what Manner I got Home, 
yet mult I ſoon return. 


LETTER 
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TREE A M now about to en- 
EDI 22 ter upon the Perform- 
ance of my Promiſe, 
and ſhall begin with 


a Deſcription of this 
Town, which, how- 


ever obſcure it may be thought with you, 
yet is of no inconſiderable Account in theſe 


remote Regions. And it is often ſaid to 


be the moſt like to an Engh/h Town of 


any at this End of the Ifland. 


Bur I have a further View than barely 
to make you acquainted with theſe Parts 
without your having the Inconveniencies, 


Fatigue and Hazards of a Northern Jour- 


ney of five hundred Miles ; and that De- 


D 2 ſign 
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ſign is to ſhew you, by Example, the 


melancholy Conſequence of the Want of 
Manufactories and foreign Trade, and 


moſt eſpecially with reſpect to the com- 


mon People, whom it affects even to the 
Want of Neceſſaries; not to mention the 


Morals of the next Degree. It is here, 


indeed, their Happineſs, that they do not 


ſo ſenſibly feel the Want of theſe Advan- 
tages, as they would do if * ad known 


the Loſs of them. 


AND notwideltunding the natural Fer- 


tility of the South, I am, by Obſervation, 


taught to conclude, that without thoſe 


imported Profits, which enable the higher 
Orders of Men to ſpare a Part of their 


Income to employ others in ornamental 
and other Works not abſolutely neceſſary; 


I fay, in that Caſe, the ordinary People 


with you would be, perhaps, not quite, 


but near as wretched as theſe, whoſe Cir- 
cumſtances almoſt continually excite in 
me the painful Paſſion of Pity, as the 
Objects of it are ſeldom out of my Sight. 

| | — 4 
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I SHALL not make any Remarks how 
much it is incumbent on the Rulers of 


Kingdoms and States (who are to the 


People what a Father is to his helpleſs 
Family) to watch over this Sourſe of hu- 
man Convenience and Happineſs, becauſe 


this has been your favourite Topick, and 


indeed the contrary would be in me (as 


the common Phraſe is) ke carrying Coles 
to Newcaſtle. 


Ir Wit were my Talent, or even a 
genteel Ridicule, which is but a faint Re- 
ſemblance of Wit (if it may be ſaid to be 
any Thing like it) I ſay, if both or either 


of theſe were my Gift, you would not 


expect to be entertain'd that Way upon 
this Account; for you perfectly know 
that Poverty, ſimply as ſuch, and unat- 


| tended by Sloth, Pride, and (let me ſay) 


other unſuitable Vices, was never thought 


by the Judicious to be a proper Subject 


for Wit or Raillery. But I cannot forbear 


to obſerve, en paſſant, that thoſe Pretenders 
D 3 to 
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to wit that deal in odious Hyperboles, 
create Diſtaſte to ingenuous Minds. 


ISRñAILI give you only two Examples 

of ſuch inſiped Jeſts—The firſt was, in 
deſcribing the Country Cabbins in the 
North of Ireland, by ſaying one might 

put one's Arm down the Chimney and 
unlatch the Door: This regarded all of 

that Country ; but the other was perſonal 

to one who, perhaps, had carried his | 
Oeconomy a little too far. | 


S1R,—fays the Joker to me, who was 

a Stranger to the other, this Gentleman 

is a very generous Man—I made him a 

Viſit the other Day, and the Bars of his 

| Grate were the Wires of a Bird-Cage, and 

he threw on * Coals with an Gch 
. 


r 


Ts true, the laughing Part of the 
Company were diverted with the Sarcaſm, 


but it was ſo much at the Expence of the 
old 
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old Gentleman, that I thought he would 


run mad with Reſentment. 


IT wand be needleſs to deſcribe the 


Situation of this Town, as it relates to the 
Iſland in General, becauſe a Map of Bri- 
tain will, at one View, afford you a bet- 
ter Idea of it than any Words I can put 


together for that Purpoſe; I ſhall there- 


fore content myſelf with faying only, 
That the Murray Frith is navigable within 


leſs than half a Mile of the Town, and 


that the reſt of the Navigation to it ĩs 4 
plyed by the River Neſs. 


INVERNESS is one of the Royal Bor- 
roughs of Scotland, and jointly with 
Nairne, Forreſs, and Channery, ſ. ends a 
Member to Farliament. 


TRE Town has a military Governor, 
and the Corporation a Provoſt and four 


Baillies, a kind of Magiſtrates little differ- 

ing from our Mayors and Aldermen: 

Beſides whom, there is a Dean of Guild 
D-4 5 who 
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Dealings with the neighbouring Country 
People; for within leſs than a Mile of the 


Town, there are few who _; * | 
Engliſh at all. 


Wnu ar 1 am faying ROY be Ander; 
ſtood only of the ordinary People, for the 
Gentry, for the moſt Part, ſpeak our 
Language in the remoteſt Parts of Scot- 

You will ſee, by the incloſed Plan, 
that the Town principally conſiſts of four 
Streets, of which three center at the Croſs, 
and the other is ſomething irregular. 


THE Caſtle ſtands upon a little ſteep 
Hill cloſely adjoining to the Town,. on 
the South Side, built with unhewn Stone : 
It was lately in Ruins, but is now com- 
pleatly repaired to ſerve as a Part of the 
Citadel Fort George, whereof the firſt 
Foundation Stone was laid in Summer 
1726, and is to conſiſt of Barracks for 
ſix Companies, This Caſtle, whereof 


12 rr 

the Duke of Gordon is hereditary Keeper, 
was formerly a Royal Palace, where 
Mary, the Mother of our King James 
the Firſt, reſided, at ſuch Times when 
ſhe thought it her Intereſt to oblige the 
Highlanders with her Preſence and Ex- 
pence, or that her Safety required it. 


IT is of an irregular Figure, as you 
may ſee by the two ſeveral Views of it 
from the Country which I ſend you in- 
cloſed. You will think it was a very 

ſcanty Palace, when I have told you, 
that before it was repaired, it conſiſted of 
only fix Lodging Rooms, the Offices be- 
low, and the Gallery above ; which laſt 
being taken down, and the Rooms divi- 
ded each into two, there are now twelve 
Apartments for Officers Lodgings. 


Wi II this Building was in Repair- 
ing, three Soldiers, who were employed 
in digging up a Piece of Ground very 
near the Door, diſcovered a dead Body, 
Which was ſuppoſed to be the Corps of 

| 14 
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a Man; I fay ſuppoſed, becauſe a Part 
of it was defaced before they were aware. 


THis was believed to have lain there 
a great Number of Years, becauſe when 
it was touched it fell to Duſt. At this un- 
expected Sight, the Soldiers moſt valiantly 
ran away, and the Accident, you will be- 
eve, ſoon brought a good Number of 
Spectators to the Place, 


As 1 was talking with one of the 
Townſmen, and took Notice how ſtrange 
it was that a Body ſhould be buried fo 
near the Door of the Houſe ; Troth, 
ſays he, I dinno doubt but this was ane 
of Mary's Lovers, | | 


\ I vERILY believe this Man had been 
afterwards rebuked, for this unguarded 
Expreſſion to me, an Engh/hman, be- 
cauſe, when I happened to meet him in 
the Street the Day following, he offici- 
_ ouſly endeavoured to give his Words ano- 
cher Turn, which made the Impreſſion 
I had 


r 
I had received, much ſtronger than it had 
been before. 


Bur this I have obſerved of many, 
(myſelf not excepted) who, by endea- - 
vouring to excuſe a Blunder, like a ſpiri- 
ted Horſe in one of our Bogs, the more 
he ſtruggles to get out, the deeper he 

_ plunges —— in the Mire. 


Upo the Whole, this Hint at the 
Policy of her Amours, from a Native of 
this Town, induced me to believe there 
is ſome received Tradition among the 
People concerning her, not much to the 
Advantage of her Memory. I had often 
heard ſomething to this Purpoſe in Lon- 
don, but could not eaſily believe it; and 
rather thought it might have ariſen ori- 
ginally from Complaiſance to one, who, 
if we may believe ſome Scots Memoirs, 
was as jealous of the Praiſes of her fine. 
Perſon, as apprehenſive of a much more 
dangerous Competition. 


BEFORE 
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BEFORE I have done with the Caſtle, 


I muſt acquaint you with an odd Acci- 
dent that had like to have happened to it, 
not many Days after the abovementioned 


Diſcovery. And firſt I muſt tell you, 
that one End of the Building extends to 


the Edge of a very ſteep Deſcent to the 
River, and that Sloap is compoſed of a 
very looſe Gravel. 


Tur Workmen had ignorantly dug 
away ſome little Part of the Foot of the 
Declivity, to make a Paſſage ſomething 


wider between that and the Water.— This 
was done in the Evening, and pretty early 
in the Night we were alarmed with a 
dreadful Noiſe of running about, and call- 


ing upon a great Number of Names, inſo- 


much that I concluded the Town was on 


Fire. This brought me ſuddenly to my 


Window, and there I was informed, that 
that the Grayel was running, and follow- 


ed 


| 
{ 

Il 
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46 EE 
ed by continual Succeſſions; and that the 
Caſtle would be down before Morning. 


 HowEvVveER it was prevented ; for the 
Town Maſons and Soldiers ſoon run up 
a dry Wall againſt the Foot of the Hill; 


for Stones are every where at Hand in 
this Country, which furniſhed them with 
the haſty Means to prevent its Fall. 


THE Bridge is about eighty Yards over, 
and a Piece of good Workmanſhip, con- 


ſiſting of ſeven Archcs, built with Stone, 


and maintained by a Toll of a Boale, or 
the ſixth Part of a Penny, for each Foot 

Paſſenger with Goods; a Nr for a 
loaded Hark, - Se. 


AND here J cannot forbear to give you 
an Inſtance of the extreme Indigence of 
ſome of the Country People, by aſſuring 
you, I have ſeen Women with heavy 
Loads, at a Diſtance from the Bridge, 
(the Water being low) wade over the 
large Stones, Which are made ſlippery by 

the 


t 
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the Sulphur, almoſt up to the Middle, at 
the Hazard of their Lives, being de- 
ſirous to ſave, or unable to pay, one ſin- 
gle Bodle. 


F1 ROM the Bridge we have often the 
Diverſion to fee the Seals purſue the Sal- 
mon as they come up the River: They 
are ſometimes within fifty Yards of us; 


and one of them came ſo near the Shore, 


that a Salmon leaped out of the Water 
for its Safety, and the Seal, being ſhot at, 
dived ; but before any body could come 
near, the Fiſh had thrown itſelf back 
again into the River, 


As this amphibious Creature, though 
familiar to us, may be to you a Kind of 
Curioſity, perhaps you may pot ſome 
Deſcription of it. 


Tux Head at . reſembles 
that of a Dog, with his Ears cut cloſe; 
but when near, you ſee it has a long 
thick Snout, a wide Mouth, and the 

Eyes 
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mri 
Eyes ſunk within the Head, and altoge- 


ther it has a moſt horrid Look, inſomuch - 


that if any one were to paint a Gorgor's 


| Head, I think he could not find a more 


i on Model. 


As they ſwim, the Head, which is high 


above Water, it continually moving from 
Side to Side to en Danger. 


THE Body is horizontally flattiſh, and 


covered with a hairy Skin, often finely 


varied with Spots, as you may ſee by 
Trunks that are made to keep out wet. 
The Female has Breafts like a Woman, 
that ſometimes appear above Water, 


which makes ſome to think it occaſioned 
the Fiction of a Mermaid, and, if ſo, the 


Mermaid of the Ancients muſt have been 
wondrous handſome ! The Breaſt of the 
Male is likewiſe ſo reſembling to that of 
a Man, that an Officer, ſeeing one of 
them in cutting up, went away, telling 
me, it was fo like that Part of a human 
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Body, he could not fand it, for that was 
his Expreſſion. 


BN EAT AH the Skin is a deep ſpongy 
Fat, ſomething like that of the ſkinny 
Part of a Leg of Mutton; from this they 
chiefly draw the Oil, 


Tun Fins or Feet are very near the 
Body, webbed like a Duck, about twelve 


Inches wide, but in Shape very much 


like the Hand of a Man: When they 
Feed as they ſwim, they ſtoop the Head 
down to the fore Foot, as I once ſaw 
when one of them had a Piece of Sal- 
mon (I may fay) in its Hand, as I was 
croſſin 8 Cromarty Bay. 


WHEN they dive, they ſwim under 
Water, I think I may ſay, a Quarter of 
a Mile together, and they dart after their 
Prey with a ſurprizing Velocity, conſi- 
dering their Bulk and the Element they 


divide. 


Vol. I. 6 Tus 


rn 


THE Fiſhermen take them by inter- 
cepting them in their Return to the Wa- 


ter, when they have been fleeping or 
basking in the Sun upon the Shore, and 
there they knock them down with their 
Clubs.— They tell me, that every grown 


Seal is worth to them about forty Shil- 
lings Sterling, which ariſes . the Skin 


and the Oil. 


Warn you happen to be within 
Musket Shot of them, they are ſo quick 
with the Eye, that, at the Flaſh in the 


Pan, they plunge fo ſuddenly, they are 


under Water before the Ball can reach 
them. | 


II Avr ſeen ten or fifteen of them, 


young and old, in an Arm of the Sea 


among the Mountains, which, upon the 
Diſcovery of our Boat, flounced into the 
Water all at once, from a little rocky 


Iſland, near the Turn of a Point, and 


raiſed 
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raiſed a ſurprizing Surge round about 


| them. 


Bu x as to their being dangerous to the 


Fiſhermen, in throwing Stones behind 


them when they are purſued, it does 
well enough for the Volume of a travel- 
ling Author, who, if he did not create 
Wonders, or ſteal them from others, 


might have little to fay ; ; but in their 


ſcrambling Flight over a Beech of looſe 
Stones, it is impoſſible but ſome of them 
muſt be removed and thrown behind them; 
and this, no Doubt, has given a Hint for 
the Romance. Theſe Writers, for the 
better Sale of their Books, depend on the 


| Reader's Love of Admiration, the great 


Aſſiſtant to Credulity, 


Bur, in e that thoſe Ani- 


mals, with their ſhort Fins or Feet, can 


Wound at a Diſtance, muſt certainly be 
concluded from this falſe Principle, viz. 


That a Stone may be ſent from a Sling of 


E 2 four 


four Inches long, with equal Force, to 


A —_— Or 


* 


52 LETTER 0; 


another of as many Feet. 


BEFORE I leave the Bridge, I ſhall 
take Notice of one Thing more, which 
is commonly to be ſeen by the Sides of 
the River, (and not only here, but in all 


the Parts of Scotland where J have been) 


that is, Women with their Coats tucked 
up, ſtamping, in Tubs, upon Linnen by 
Way of Waſhing; and this not only in 


Summer, but in the hardeſt froſty Wea- 
ther, when their Legs and Feet are almoſt 


litterally as red as Blood with the Cold; 
and often two of theſe Wenches ſtamp 
in one Tub, ſupporting themſelves by 
their Arms thrown over each | other's 
Shoulders. 


Bur what ſeems to me yet ſtranger 
is, as I have been aſſured by an Engliſb 
Gentlewoman, that they have inſiſted 


with her to have the Liberty of waſhing 


at the River; and, as People paſs by, 


they divert themſelves by talking very 


freely 
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DEE: 
freely to them, like our Codders, and 
other Women, employed in the Fields 
and Gardens about London. 


Wu ar I have ſaid above, relating to 
their waſhing at the River in a hard Froſt, 
may require an Explanation, v/z. the Ri- 
ver Neſs, like the Lake from whence it 
comes, never freezes from the great Quan- 
tity of Sulphur with which it is impreg- 
nated; but, on the contrary, will diſſolve 
the Ificles, contracted from other Wa- 
ters, at the Horſes Heels, in a very ſhort 
Space of Time. 


FROM the Talbooth, or County Goal, 
the greateſt Part of the Murderers and 
other notorious Villains, that have been 
committed ſince J have been here, have 
made their Eſcape; and I think this has 
manifeſtly proceeded from the Further- 
ance or Connivance of the Keepers, or ra- 
ther their Keepers. 
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Wurd this Evil has been complained 
of, the Excuſe was, the Priſon is a weak 
old Building, and the Town is not in 
Condition to keep it in Repair: But, for 
my own Part, I cannot help concluding, 
from many Circumſtances, that the greateſt 
Part of theſe Eſcapes have been the Con- 
ſequence, either of ClangIntereſt or Clan- 
iſh Terror. As for Example; if one 
of the Magiſtrates were a Cameron (for 
the Purpoſe) the Criminal (Cameron) muſt 
not ſuffer, if the Clan be defirous he 
ſhould be faved. In ſhort, they have ſe- 
veral other Tyes or Attachments one to 
another, which Occaſion (like Money in 
the South) this Partiality. | 


Wur any Ship in theſe Parts is 
bound for the Veſt Indies, to be ſure a 
neighbouring Chief, of whom none dares 
openly to complain, has ſeveral Thieves 
to ſend Priſoners to Town. 


IT 


T has been whiſpered, their Crimes 


eak e only asking their Dues, and ſuch- 
in I Offences ;, and, I have been well aſ- 
for Nd, they have been threatned with 
* ging, or at leaſt perpetual Impriſon- 
C 


nt, to intimidate and force them to 
2 Contract for their Baniſhment, 
ich. thgy ſeldom refuſed to do, as 
owing there would be no Want of 


Or Witneſſes againſt them, however inno- 


iſt Wit they were; and then they were put 
he ih board the Ship, the Maſter paying ſo 
e- uch a Head for them. 


n W Tuvs two Purpoſes were ſerved at 
| ce, vi. the getting rid of troubleſome 

ellows, and making Money of them at 
e lame. Time: But theſe poor —_— 
ever eſcaped out of Priſon. 


18 


0 
ALL this I am apt to believe, becauſe 


doubt of it. | * 
EA As 
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met with an Example, at his own 
ouſe, which leaves me no Room to 
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He feared to be aſſaſſinated) and, as I y 


by Stealth, (as I ſoon perceived) a you 


in London, he had made him Promiſes 


been there two Years, he could not o 


$6. LETTER IC 


As this Chief was walking, alone, 
his Garden, with his Dirk and Piſtol | 
his Side, and a Gun in his Hand, (a 


reading in his Parlour, there came ton 


Fellow, who accoſted me with ſuch 
Accent, as made me conclude he was 


Native of Middleſex ; and every now 
then he turned about, as if he feared 


be obſerved by any of the Family. 


HE told me, that when his Maſter 7 


great Advantage, if he would ſerve hi 
as his Gentleman; but though he hi 


tain either his Wages or Diſcharge. 


AN p, ſays he, when J ask for eithe 


of them, he tells me I know I have rot 


bed him, and nothing is more eaſy fo 


him than to find, among theſe Hig 


landers, abundant Evidence - againſt 
(innoce 
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| {innocent as I am 3 and then my Fate 
muſt be a perpetual Gaol or Tranſporta- 
tion: And there is no Means for me to 


make my Eſcape, being here in the Midſt 
of his Clan, and never ſuffered to go far 


from Home. 


You will believe I was much affected 
with the melancholy Circumſtance of the : 
poor young Man; but told him, that my 
ſpeaking for bim would diſcover his Com- 
plaint to me, which might enrage his 
Maſter; and, in that Caſe, I did not 


know what might be the Conſequence to 


him. 


TEN, with a ſorrowful Look, he 


left me, and (as it happened) in very 


good Time. 


Tu is Chief does not think the preſent 


abject Diſpoſition of his Clan towards him | 
to be ſufficient ; but entertains that ty- 
rannical and deteſtable Maxim,—That to 


render them poor, will double the Tye 
of 
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of their Obedience; and accordingly he 
makes Uſe of all oppreſſive Means to that 


End. 


To prevent any Diminution of the 
Number of thoſe who do not offend him, 
he diſuades from their Purpoſe all ſuch 
as ſhew an Inclination to Traffick, or to 


put their Children out to Trades, as 


knowing they would, by ſuch an Aliena- 
tion, ſhake off at leaſt good Part of their 


ſlaviſh Attachment to him and his Family. 


This he does (when down- right Authority 
fails) by telling them how their Anceſtors 
choſe to live ſparingly, and be accounted 
a Martial People, rather than ſubmit 
themſelves to low and mercenary Em- 


ployments like the Lowlanders, whom 


their Forefathers always deſpiſed for the 
Want of that Warlike Temper which 


they (his Vaſſals) ſtill retain d, Gc. 


I SHALL fay no more of this Chief at 
preſent, becauſe I may have Occaſion to 
ſpeak of him again when I come to that 

| Part 


it 
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Part which is properly called Highlands; 


but II cannot fo eafily diſmiſs his Maxim, 


without ſome little Animadverſion upon 
it. : 


IT may, for ought I know, be ſuita- 
ble to Claniſh Power ; but, in general, 
it ſeems quite contrary to Reaſon, Juſtice 
and Nature, that any one Perſon, from the 


meer Accident of his Birth, ſhould have 


the Prerogative to oppreſs a whole Com- 
munity, for the Gratification of his own 


ſelfiſh Views and Inclinations: And I 


cannot bnt think, the concerted Poverty 
of a People, is, of all Oppreſſions, the 
ſtrongeſt Inſtigation to Sedition, Rebel- 


lion, and Plunder. 


Tu Town-Hall is a plain Building 
of Rubble, and there is one Room in it 


vVvhere the Magiſtrates meet upon the 


Town Buſineſs, which would be tolerably 
handſome, but the Walls are rough, not 
white-waſhed, or ſo much as plaiſtered, 
and no Furniture in it but a Table, ſome 

bad 
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bad Chairs, and altogether immoderately 
dirty. 


Tur Market-Croſs is the Exchange of 
the Merchants and other Men of Buſineſs. 


THERE they ſtand in the Middle of 
the dirty Street, and are frequently inter- 


rupted in their Negociations by Horſes 


and Carts, which often ſeparate them one 


from another in the Midſt of their Bargains 


or other Affairs: But this is nothing ex- 
traordinary i in Scotland, for it 1s the ſame 
in other Towns, and even at the Croſs of 
— 


OveR againſt the Croſs is the Coffce- 


Houſe. A Gentleman who loves Compa- 
ny and Play, keeps it for his Diverſion, 
for ſo I am told by the People of the 
Town ; but he has condeſcended to com- 
plain to me of the little he gets by his 
Countrymen. 


As: 
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As to a Deſcription of the Coffee 


Room, the Furniture and Utenſils, I muſt 


be excuſed in that particular, for it would 
not be a very decent one; but I ſhall 


venture to tell you in general, that the 
Room appears as if it had never been 


cleaned-fince the Building of the Houſe ; 


and, in Froſt and Snow, you might cover 
the Peat-Fire with your Hands. | 


NB AR the extreme Part of the Town; 


| toward the North, there are two Churches, 
one for the Engliſh, and the other for the 
Iriſh Tongue, both out of Repair, and 
much as clean as the other Churches I 


have ſeen, 


Tris puts me in Mind of a 1 1 
was told by an Engliſh Lady, Wife of a 
certain Lieutenant Colonel, who dwelt 


near a Church in the Low- Country on 
your Side Edinburgh. At firſt coming 


to the Place, ſhe eee a Vie from the 
Q Miniſter” 8 
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Miniſter's Wife, who, after ſome time 
ſpent in ordinary Diſcourſe, invited her 


to come to Kirk the Sunday following. 


To this the Lady agreed, and kept her 


Word, which produced a ſecond Viſit; 


and the Miniſter's Wife then aſking her 
how ſhe liked their Way of Worſhip, ſhe 
anſwered—very well, but ſhe had found 
two great Inconveniencies there, vz. 


That ſhe had dirtied her Cloaths, and 


had been peſtered with a great Number 


of Fleas. Now, ſays the Lady, if your 
Huſband will give me Leave to line the 


Pew, and will let my Servant clean it 


againſt every Sunday, I ſhall go conſtantly | 


to Church. 


LINE the Pew ! ſays the Miniſter's 
Wife; Troth Madam, I cannot promiſe 
for that, for my Huſband will think it 
Rank * 


A LITTLE beyond the Churches, is 
the Church-Vard, where, as is uſual in 
Scotland, the Monuments are placed 


_m 
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againſt the Wall that encloſes it, becauſe, 
to admit them into the Church, they 

would be an zntolerable Ornament. The 
Inſcriptions, I think, are much upon a Par 
with thoſe of our Country Church-Yards, 
but the Monuments are ſome of them very 
| handſome and coſtly. I cannot ſay much 


as to the Taſte, but they have a good deal 
of Ornament about them, 


Even the beſt Sort of Street Houſes, 


in all the great Towns of the Low- 
Country, are, for the moſt Part, contrived 
after one Manner, with a Stair Caſe with- 

out Side, either round or ſquare, which 


leads to each Floor, as I mentioned in my 
laſt Letter. WT 


By the Way, they call a Floor a Houſe; 


the Whole Building is called a Land; an 


Alley, as I ſaid before, is a Wynde; a 
little Court or a turn-again Alley, is a 


Cloſs, a round Stair Caſe, a Turnpike ; and 


a Square one goes by the Name of a Sale 
Stair, In this Town the Houſes are ſo 


dlferently 
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differently modelled, they cannot be 
brought under any general Deſcription, 


but commonly the back Part, or one End, 


is turned toward the Street, and you paſs 
by it through a ſhort Alley into a little 


Court-Vard, to aſcend by Stairs above the 


firſt Story. This loweſt Stage of the 


Building has a Door toward the Street, and 


ſerves for a Shop or a Ware-houſe, but 
has no Communication with the reſt. 

TEE Houſes are, for the moſt Part, 
low, becauſe of the violent Flurries of 
Wind which often pour upon the Town 
from the Openings of the adjacent Moun- 
tains, and are built with Rubble Stone, 


as are all the Houſes in every other Town 


of Scotland, that I have ſeen ; except 
Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Perth, Sterling, and 
Aberdeen ; where ſome of them are faced 
with Aſhler-Stone ; but the four Streets 
of Glaſgow, as I have ſaid before, are fo 
from one End to the other. 


THE 
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Tur Rubble-Walls of theſe Houſes 
are compoſed of Stones of different Shapes 
and Sizes, and many of them being Peb- 
Wbics, are almoſt round, which, in laying 
them, leave large Gaps, and on the Out- 
ſide they fill up thoſe Interſtices by driving 
Wn flat Stones of a ſmall Size; and, in the 
End, face the Work all over with Mortar 
Ithrown againſt it with a Trowel, which 
hey Call Harling. * 


Tus rough Caſting is apt to be da- 
maged by the Weather, and muſt be 
ometimes renewed, otherwiſe ſome of the 
Stones will drop out. 


IT is true this is not much unlike the 
ay of Building in ſome remote Parts of 
gland, only there, the Stones are ſquarer, 
and more nearly proportioned one to b 
Another: But I have been thus particular, 
Pecauſe I have often heard it ſaid by ſome 
bf the Scots in London, before I knew any 
thing of Scotland, that the Houſes were all 
Vor. I. DS built 
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built with Stone, as deſpiſing our Bricks, 

and concealing the Manner and Appear- 
ance of their Buildings. 


Tu rs gave me a falſe Idea of Magnif 
cence, both as to Beauty and Expence, 
by comparing them in my Thoughts with [| 
our Stone Buildings in the South, which 
are coſtly, ſcarce, and agreeable to the 
Eye. 33 


Tur Chaſins in the Inſide and Middle 
of theſe Walls, and the diſproportionate 

Quantity of Mortar, by Compariſon, with 
the Stone, render them Receptacles for 

* prodigious Numbers of Rats, which 
ſcratch their Way from the Inſide of the 
Houſe half through the Wall, where they 
burrow and breed ſecurely, and by that 
Means abound every where in the ſmal 
Scots Towns, eſpecially near the Sea. But 
among the inner Parts of the Mountains 
I never ſaw or heard of any ſuch thing 
except upon Recollection in a Part called 


Coulnakyle | in Strath-ſpey, to which Place 
1 have 


FFF 
I have been told they were brought in the 


Year 1723, from a Ship, among ſome 
London Goods, 


ks, 
ar- 
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Tun Y were then thought by the In. 


ifi habitants to be a ſure Preſage of good 1 
wo Luck, and ſo indeed they were, for much 4 
„ich Money followed: But when thoſe Works | 
ich are at an End, I believe Famine, or another 1 
the Tranſportation, muſt be the Fate of the 
Vermin. 

Idle I tave been credibly informed, that 

_ when the Rats have been increaſed to a 

with great Degree in ſome ſmall Villages, and 

for could hardly ſubſiſt, they have crept into 

hich the little Horſes Manes and Tails (which 

' the BY are always mangled and matted, being never 

they combed) in order to be tranſported to 

tha other Places, as it were, to plant new 
mall Colonies, or to find freſh Quarters leſs 

But burdened with Numbers. And I was 
ain lately told by a Countryman, that lives 
en about two Miles off, who brought me a 
A 


Place 


have 


Bundle of Straw, that having ſlept in a 


F 2 Stable 
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Stable here, he carried Home one of them 
in his Plaid. But ſuch Numbers of them 
are ſeen by the Morning Twilight in the 
Streets, for Water, after dry Weather ſuc- 
ceeded by a Shower of Rain, as is incre- 
dible ; And (what at firſt ſeemed ſtrange 
to me) among them ſeveral Weeſels. 
You will certainly ſay I was diſtreſſed for 
want of Matter, when] dwelt fo long u pon 
Rats, but they are an intolerable Nuſance, 


Tur Houſes of this Town were ncither 
ſaſhed or ſlated before the Union, as I 
have been informed by ſeveral old People, 
and to this Day the Cielings are rarely 
plaiſtered, nothing but the ſingle Boards 
ſerve for Floor and Cieling, and the Par- 
titions being often compoſed of upright 
Boards only, they are ſometimes ſhrunk, 
and any Body may not only hear, but ſee 
what paſſes in the Room adjoining. 


Wren firſt I came to this Country I 
obſerved, in the Floors of ſeveral Houſes, 
a good Number of Circles of about an 

N Inch 


LE | ad 


tu 
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Inch Diameter, and, likewiſe, ſome round 
Holes of the ſame Size, the Meaning of 
which I did not then underſtand ; but 
not long after, I diſcovered the Cauſe 
of thoſe inconvenient Apertures, 


Turns, in great Meaſure, lay the Fa- 


. mily below open to thoſe that are above, 


who, on their Part, are incommoded 
with the Voices of the others. 


Tur Boards, when taken from the 
Saw-Mill, are bored at a good Diſtance 
from one End of them, for the Conve- 
niency of their Way of Carriage. 


Tur put a Cord, (or a Woodre as 
they call it) through the Holes of ſeveral 
of them, to keep them flat to the Horſes 


Sides, and the Corners of the other End 
drag upon the Ground; but before theſe 
Boards are laid in the Floor, the Holes 
are fill d up with Plugs, which they cut 
away, even with the Surface on each 
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Side, and when theſe Stop-gaps ſhrink, 
they drop out and are ſeldom ſupplied. 


Trose Houſes that are not ſaſhed, 
have two Shutters that turn upon Hinges 
for the lower Half of the Window, and 
only the upper Part is glazed, ſo that 
there is no ſeeing any thing in the Street, 
in bad Weather, without great Inconve- 
nience. 


Ask ING the Reaſon of this, I was 
told, that theſe People ſtill continue thoſe 
Shutters as an old Cuſtom which was 
at firſt occaſioned by Danger; for that 
formerly in their Clan-Quarrels, ſeveral 
had been ſhot from the oppoſite Side of 
the Way, when they were in their Cham- 
bers, and by theſe Shutters they were 
concealed and in Safety; but I believe 
the true Reaſon is, the ſaving the Expence 
of Glaſs, for it is the ſame in the Out- 
parts of all the Towns and Cities in the 
44 cane 
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$8ITHOUT any long 
> Preface, I ſhall make 
this Letter a Continu- 
ation of the Diſcriptions 
I am entered into; but. 
> at the ſame Time, am 
not without Fears, that my former was ra- 


ther dry and tedious to you, than informing 
and diverting ; and this I apprehend the 


more, becauſe good Part of it was not 


agreeable to myſelf. 


W Ar I have hitherto ſaid, with = 


Reſpect to the Buildings of this Town, 
relates only to the principal Part of the 


Streets; the midling Sort of Houſes, as 
Fa in 
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in other Towns, are very low, and have 
generally a cloſe wooden Stair-Caſe be- 
fore the Front. By one End of this you 
aſcend, and in it above are ſmall round or 
| oval Holes, juſt big enough for the Head 
1 to go through; and in Summer, or when 
any Thing extraordinary happens in the 
Street to excite the Curioſity of the In- 
habitants, they look like ſo many People 
with their Heads in the Pillory. 
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Bur the extreme Parts of the Town 
are made up of moſt miſerably low dirty 
Hovels, faced and covered with Turf, 

with a bottomleſs Tub or Baſket in the 
Roof for a Chimney. 


Tar Pavement here is very good, but, 
as in other ſmall Towns, where the 
Streets are narrow, it is ſo much rounded, 
that when it is dry it is dangerous to ride, 
inſomuch that Horſes, which are ſhod, 
2118 are often falling; and when it is dirty, 

| ö | and beginning to dry, it is ſlippery to the 
| Feet, 
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ve Feet, for, in Scotland, you walk generally 
de- in the Middle of the Streets. 
ou 


I ASKED the Magiſtrates one Day, 
when the Dirt was almoſt above one's 
Shoes, why they ſuffered the Town to be 

| ſo exceſſively dirty, and did not employ 
People to cleanſe the Streets? The An- 
ſwer was, It will not be long before we 
have a Shower. 


Bu r as to the Slipperineſs, we have 
many principal Towns in England paved 
with ſmall Pebbles, that, going down 
Hill, or along a Sloap, are not leſs dan- 

mV to ride, eſpecially in dry Weather. 


SoME of the Hou are marked on 


10 the Outſide with the firſt Letters of the 
d, Owner's Name, and that of his Wife if 
ic, he be a married Man. This is, for the 
d, moſt Part, over the uppermoſt Window ; 
ty, as for Example CM. MM. Charles Mac- 
he Lean, Margaret Mackenzze ; for the Wo- 


man | writes her Maiden Name after Mar- 
riage ; ; 
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riage; and ſuppoſing her to be a Widow, 
that has had ſeveral Husbands, if ſhe does 
not chuſe to continue the Uſe of her 
Maiden Name, ſhe may take the Name 
of either. of her deceaſed Husbands as ſhe 
thinks fit. This you may be ſure has 
been the Cauſe of many a Joke among 
our Countrymen, in ſuppoſing ſomething 
extraordinary in that Man above the reſt, 
whoſe Name, aſter all, ſhe choſe to bear. 


W1THIN Doors, upon the Chimncy- 
Piece of one of the Rooms, in ſome 
Houſes, there are likewiſe initial Letters 
of the Proprietor's Name, with a Scrap 
of their Poetry, of which J hall — 
you only two Inſtances. 


ONE of them is as follows: 


16 NMB As with the Fire, EMP 94 
So with thy God do ſtand ; 
| Keep not far off, 
Nor come thou too near Hand. 


THE 
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THE other is: 


16 Chriſt is my Life and Rent, 78 
His Promiſe is my Evident. 
1 BF 


THE Word Evident alludes to the 
Owner's Title to the Houſe, the ſame 
ſignifying, in Scotland, a Title-Deed. 


I nap forgot to mention an Inſcrip- 
tion upon the Out- ſide of one of thoſe 


Houſes, UIZ. 


Our Building is not here, but we 
Hope for ane better in Chriſt. 


I was ſaying, in my laſt Letter, that 
here the Ground Floors are called Ware- 
houſes ; they are ſo, but they would ſeem 
very odd to you under that —— 

tion. 


THERE 
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THerRE is indeed a Shop up a Pair of 
Stairs, which is kept by three or four 
Merchants in Partnerſhip, and that is 
pretty well ſtored with various Sorts of 
ſmall Goods and Wares, moſtly from 
London. This Shop is called, by Way 
of Eminence, The Ware-houſe ; here (for 


the Purpoſe) a Hat, which with you 


would coſt thirteen or fourteen Shillings, 
goes by the eſtabliſhed Name of a Guinea 
Hat, and other Things are much in the 


fame Proportion. 


I REMEMBER to have read in one of 
the Tatlers or Spectators, a Picce of Ri- 


dicule upon the French Vanity, where it 
is ſaid, that a Barber writes upon his 


Sign, Magazin de Peruques; and a Cobler 
upon an old Boot, La Botte Royale, &c. 
But I am ſorry to ſay, that, of late, ſome- 
thing of this Kind has crept into our 
proud Metropolis; for here and there you 
may now fee an ordinary Shop dubbed 

with 


Dur 


his 
ler 
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with the important Title of a Ware-bouſe : "= 


This I think is no good Preſage. 


BuT to return to the general Run of 
Ware-houſes in this Town : It 1s true 
ſome of them contain Hogſheads of 
French Wines, Pieces of Brandy, and 
other Goods that will not be ſpoiled by 


Dampneſs ; but the Cargo of others, that 
I have happened to fee open, have con- 


ſiſted chiefly of empty Casks and Bottles, 
Hoops, Chalk, (which laſt is not to be 
found in this Country) and other Mer- 
chandize of like Value, On this Side 
the Tweed many Things are aggrandized 
in Imitation of their ancient Allies (as 


they call them) the French. 


A PEDLING Shop-keeper, that ſells 

a Pennyworth of Thread, is a Merchant ; 
the Perſon, who is ſent for that Thread, 
has received a Commiſſion, and, bringing 
it to the Sender, is making Report : A 
Bill to let you know there is a ſingle 
Room to be lett, is called a Placard; the 
Doors 


from this Country, directed to 
Merchant in London. Vou know it is 
deemed a kind of Affront among real 
Merchants, to be too particularly pointed 
out in a Direction, as ſuppoſing them not 
| well 
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Doors are Ports; an encloſed Field of 
two Acres is a Park; and the Wife of a 
Laird of fifteen pounds a Year is a Lady, 
and treated with——your Ladyſhip. 


JAM not unaware it may be objected, 


with reſpect to the Word Merchant, that 


in France it ſignifies no more than a Shop- 
keeper, or other ſmall Dealer, and that 
the Exporter and Importer is called un 
Negociant ; and it may be ſaid by theſe 
People, they uſe the Word in the ſame 


Senſe; but if that were granted, would it 


not be more proper, in Correſpondence, 
to make uſe of Words ſuited to the Accep- 


tation of the Country correſponded to ? 


_ A FRIEND of mine told me, when I 
was laſt in London, that he had received, 


ſome Time before, a Bill of Exchange 
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well known, no not even at the Royal 
Exchange and Poſt Office: But as I was 
ſaying, this Scot's Merchant, was ſought 
after for ſeveral Days upon Change, and 
the Scots Walk in particular, but Nobody 
knew any Thing of him, till at length, 


by meer Accident, he was found to lodge 


up two Pair of Stairs, at a little Houſe 


over againſt London Wall. 


Wovl p it not have been more reaſon- 
able to have given upon the Bill a full 


Direction to his Place of Abode (and 


called him Eſqurre if his Correſpondent 
pleaſed) than to ſend People in this Man- 
ner upon a Wild-Gooſe-Chace. 


I wiLL not ſuppoſe, one Part of the 


Deſign in it to be the gaining of Time 
before the Merchant could be found out; 


but there are evidently two other Reaſons 


for ſuch blind Directions, viz. They 
ſerve to give Weight to their Bills at 


Home, and, as they think, an Air of 
Importance to arr Correſpondence and 
Countrymen 
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houſe a Change, and think a Man of a 


I could not help aſking his Lordſhip the 
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Countrymen in London, but, in Reality, 
all this ſerves but to render the Drawer 
and Accepter ridiculous in the End. 


I AM told once a Week that the Gen- 
tle-woman that waſhes my Linnen is be- 
low, and frequently hear ſomething or 
other of a Gentleman that keeps a Change 
not far from hence. They call an Ale- 


good Family ſuffers no Diminution of his 
Gentility to keep it, though his Houſe and 


Sale are too inconſiderable to be mentioned 
without the Appearance of Burleſque, 


I was once ſurprized to ſee a neigh- 
bouring Lord diſmount from his Horſe, 
take an Ale-houſe-keeper in his Arms, 
kiſs him, and make him as many Compli- 
ments as if he had been a Brother Peer. 


Meaning of that great Familiarity, and he 
told me that my Landlord was of as good 
a Family as any in Scotland, but that the 
Laird his Father had a great many Chil- 


dren, 
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dren, and but little to give them. By the 
Way, in the Lowlands, where there are 
ſome few Signs at Publick Houſes, I have 
ſeen written upon ſeveral——Mr. Alex- 
ander or Mr. James ſuch a one ; this is a 
Token that the Man of the Houſe is a 
Gentleman either by Birth, or that he has 
taken his Maſter of Arts Degree at the 
Univerſity. 
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IssSuAII give you but one more In- 
| ſtance of this Kind of Gentility. 


AT a Town called Nairne, not far 
from hence, an Officer who hoped to get 
a Recruit or two (though contrary to an 
Order to enliſt no Scoſſman while the Re- 
giment was in Scotland, becauſe other wiſe, 
in the Courſe of ſeveral Vears, it might, 
by Mortality, become almoſt a Scots Re- 
giment inſtead of Engliſb,) J ſay, this 
Officer ſent for a Piper to play about the 


Town before the Serjeant as more agreea- 
| ble to the People than a Drum. 
a % 
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AFTER ſome Time our Landlord came 
to us, and, for an Introduction, told us 
the Piper was a very good Gentleman, 
thinking, I ſuppoſe, that otherwiſe we 
ſhould not ſhew him due Reſpect accord- 
ing to his Rank : He then went out, and 
returning with him, he introduced our 
Muſician to us, who entered the Room 
like a Spamard, with a grave Air, and 
ſtately Steps: At firſt he ſeemed to expect 
uwe ſhould treat him according to the Cuſ- 
tom of the Country, by aſking him to ſet 
and take a Glaſs with us, but we were 
not well enough bred for that, and let 
him ſtand, with a diſappointed Counte- 
nance, to hear what was to be his Em- 
plwKsoyment. This we partly did, as know- 
ll ing we had in Reſerve a better Way of 
making our Court. 


In the Evening when he returned with 
the Serjeant, our Landlord made him 2 
kind of Speech before us, telling hun (for 
he came two, Miles) that we had ſent to 


him 


vith 


him 
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him rather than any other, having heard 
how excellent he was in his Way, and at 


the ſame Time ſtole into his Hand the 


two Shillings that were ordered him, with 


as much Caution as if he had been brib- 
ing at an Election, or feeing an Attorney 
General before Company. 


"Twas now quite another Counte- 


nance, and being pleaſed with his Reward 


which was great in this Country, being 
no leſs than one Pound four Shillings, he 


expreſſed his Gratitude by Playing a Vo- 
luntary on his Pipe for more than half an 


Hour, as he ſtrided backward and for- 
ward, without-ſide of the Houſe, under 


HRE is Gentility in Diſguiſe—and 1 
am ſorry to ſay, that this Kind of Vanity, 


in People of no Fortune, makes them ri- 


diculous to Strangers, and I wiſh they 


could diveſt themſelves of it, and apply to 
ſomething more ſubſtantial than the airy 


Notion of Ancient Family, which, by ex- 


:G 2 tending 
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tending our Thoughts, we ſhall find may 


be claimed by all Mankind. 


Bo r it may be ſaid that this Pretention 


procures them ſome Reſpect from thoſe 


who are every Way their Equals, if not 
Superior to them except in this Particular, 
This J grant, and there lies the Miſchief, 


for by that flattering Conceit, and the Re- 


ſpect ſhewn them, they are brought to be 
aſhamed of honeſt Employments, which 
perhaps they want as much or more than 
the others, and which might be advanta- 
geous to them, their Families and Coun- 


try. 


Tuus you fee a Gentleman may be a 


mercenary Piper, or keep a little Ale- 
houſe where he brews his Drink in a Ket- 
tle; but to be of any working Trade, how- 
ever profitable, would be a Diſgrace to 
him, his preſent Relations, and all his 
Anceſtry. If this be not a proper Subject 
of Ridicule, I think there never was any 
ſuch Thing. 


Bur | 
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Bur to return to Town after my 
Ramble: Here is a melancholy Appear- 
ance of Objects in the Streets. In one 
Part the poor Women, Maid-Servants, 
and Children, in the coldeſt Weather, in 
the Dirt or in Snow, either walking or 
ſtanding to talk with one another without 
Stockings or Shoes. In another Place, 


you ſee a Man dragging along a half- F 
| ſtarved Horſe little bigger than an Aſs, in | þ 
= 1 Cart about the Size of a Wheel-barrow. 9 
One Part of his Plaid is wrapt round his i 
Body, and the reſt is thrown over his left 9 
Shoulder; and every now and then he turns I 
himſelf about either to adjuſt his Mantle, b | 
i WW when blown off by the Wind, or fallen | 
by bis ſtooping; or to thump the poor | 
£ little Horſe with a great Stick. The Load | | i 
nin his Cart, if compact, might be carried 4 
0 under his Arm, but he muſt not bear any 1 
is WW Burden himſelf, though his Wife has, [| 
perhaps, at the ſame Time a greater Load [| 
an her Loyns than he has in his Cart: I | 


| lay on her Loyns, for the Women carry | 
19 | : G 3 Fiſh, : 1 
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Fiſh, and other heavy Burdens, in the 
ſame Manner as the Scots Pedlars carry 
their Packs in England. 


Tu x poor Men are ſeldom barefoot in 
the Town, but wear Brogues, a Sort of 
Pumps without Heels, which keep them 
little more from the Wet and Dirt than 
if they had none, but they ſerve to defend 
their Feet from the Gravel and Stones. 


Tux v have three ſeveral Sorts of Carts 
according to the encloſed Sketches, of 
which that Species wherein they carry 
their Peats (being a light Kind of Load- 
ing) 1s the largeſt ; but as they too are very 
{mal}, their Numbers are ſometimes ſo 
great, that they fill up one of the Streets, 
(which is the Market for that Fewel) in 
ſuch Manner, it is impoſſible to paſs by 
them on Horſe-back, and difficult on 
Foot. | 
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IT is really provoking to ſee the Idle- 
neſs and Inbumanty of ſome of the 


Leaders 
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are ſomething higher than the Horſc's 
Tail, in the Motion, they kcep rubbing 
againſt it, 'till the Hair is worn off 
and the Dock quite raw, without any 
Care taken to prevent it, or to eaſe the 
Hurt when diſcovered. 


SoM of theſe Carts are led by Wo- 
men, who are generally bare-foot, with a 
Blanket for the covering of their Bodies, 
and in cold or wet Weather they bring it 
quite over them. 


Leaders of this Sort of Carts ; for as they 


AT other times they wear a Piece of 


Linnen upon their Heads, made up like 
a Napkin Cap in an Inn, only not tied 
at-top, but hanging down behind. 


Ins TEAD of Ropes for Halters and 
Harneſs, they generally make uſe of Sticks 
of Birch twiſted and knotted together ; 

theſe are called Moodies, but ſome few 
have Ropes made of the Manes and Tails 
= of 
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of their Horſes, which are ſhorn in the 


Spring for that Purpoſe, 


Tur Horſe - Collar and Crupper are 


made of Straw- bands; and, to ſave the 


Horſe's Back, they put under the Cart- 


ſaddle a Parcel of old Rags. 


THnr1R Horſes are never dreſſed or 
ſhod, and appear, as We lay, as ragged as -- 


Colts. In ſhort, if you were to ſee the 
whole Equipage, you would not think it 
poſſible for any Droll-Painter to invent fo 
perfect a Picture of Miſery. 


Ir the Horſe carries a Burden upon his 


Back, a Stick of a Yard long goes acroſs 


under his Tail for a Crupper ; but this I 
have ſeen in Prints of the loaded Mules in 


LTaly. 


Wu the Carter has had Occaſion to 
turn about one Sort of theſe Carts in a 
narrow Place, I have ſeen him take up 


the Cart, Wheels and all, and walk round 


With 


LET TE 89 
with it, while the poor little Horſe has 
been ſtrugling to keep himſelf from 88 


chrown. 


Tu Wheels, when new, are about a 
Foot and half high, but are ſoon worn 
very ſmall ; They are made of three pieces 
of Plank, pinned together at the Edges like 
the Head of a Butter Firkin, and the 
Axeltree goes round with the Wheel, 
which having ſome Part of the Circum- 
ference with the Grain, and other Parts 
not, it wears unequally, and in a little 
Time is rather angular than round, which 
cauſes a difagreeable Noiſe, as it moves 
upon the Stones. 


Inavs mentioned theſe Carts, Horſes 
and Drivers, or rather Draggers of them, 
not as immediately relating to the Town, 
| but as they encreaſe, in great Meaſure, 
the wretched Appearance in the Streets, 
tor theſe Carters, for the moſt Part, live 
in Huts diſperſed in the adjacent Country. 
| There is little Need of Carts for the Bu- 
ſineſs 


go LEFT LI BERIF; 
fineſs of the Town; and when a Hogſ- 
head of Wine has been to be carried to 
any Part not very far diſtant, it has been 
placed upon a kind of Frame among four 
Horſes, two on a Side, following each 
other ; for not far off, except along the 
Sea-Coaſt, and ſome new Road, the 
Ways are ſo rough and rocky that no 
| Wheel ever turned upon them fince the 
Formation of this Globe; and therefore if 
the Townſmen were furniſhed with ſuf- 
(| | ficient Wheel-Carriages for Goods of great 
| Weight, they would be ſeldom uſeful. 


TAE Deſcription of theſe puny Vehi- 
cles brings to my Memory how I was en- 
tertained with the Surprize and Amuſe— 
ment of the common People in this Town, 

when, in the Year 1725, a Chariot, with 
ſix monſtrous great Horſes, arrived here 

by Way of the Sea Coaſt. An Elephant, 

publickly expoſed in one of the Streets of 

London, could not have excited greater Ad- 

miration. One aſked what the Chariot 

was; another, who had ſeen the Gentlc- 

men 
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men alight, told the firſt, with a Sneer at 


his Ignorance, it was a great Cart to carry 
People in, and ſuch like. But ſince the 


making of ſome of the Roads, I have paſ- 


ſed through them with a Friend, and was 
greatly delighted to ſee the Highlanders 
run from their Huts cloſe to the Chariot, 
and looking up, bow with their Bonnets 


to the Coachman, little regarding us that 


were within. 


'T 15 not unlikely they looked upon him 
as a kind of Prime Miniſter, that guided 
ſo important a Machine, and perhaps they 
might think that we were his Maſters, 
but had delivered the Reins into his 


Lands, and, at that Time, had little or 
no Will of our own, but ſuffered our- 


ſelves to be conducted by him as he 


thought fit ; and therefore their Addreſſes 


were directed to the Miniſter, at leaſt in 
the firſt Place, for Motion would not allow 
us to fee a ſecond Bow, if they were in- 
clined to make it. 

11 
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Ir is a common Thing, for the pooreſt 
Sort hereabouts, to lead their Horſes out 
in Summer, when they have done their 
Work, and attend them while they graze 
by the Sides of the Roads and Edges of 


the Corn Fields, where there is any little 
Graſs to be had without a Treſpaſs, and 


generally they hold them all the while 
by the Halter, for they are certainly pu- 
niſhed, if it be known they encroached 
ever ſo little upon a Field, of which none 
are incloſed. In like Manner you may 
ſce a Man tending a ſingle Cow for the 
greateſt Part of the Day. In Winter the 
Horſe is allowed no more Provender than 
will barely keep him alive, and ſome- 
times not even that, for I have known 
almoſt two Hundred of them, near the 


Town, to die of mere Want, within a 
ſmall Compaſs of Time. You will find 
in another Letter how I came to know 


their Numbers. 


CE Re 
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CERTAINLY nothing can be more 


diſagreeable than to ſee them paſs the 
Streets before this Mortality, hanging 
down their Heads, reeling with Weak- 
neſs; and having Spots of their Skins of 


a Foot diameter appearing without Hair, 


the Effect of their exceeding Poverty : 


But the Mares in particular are yet a more 


unſcemly Sight. 5 


Wu EN the On in the Seaſon is 
pretty well grown, the Country People 


cut it and bring it green to the Town for 


Sale, to feed the Horſes that are kept in 
it, as others likewiſe do to Edinburgh, 
where there is a ſpacious Street, known 
by the Name of the Graſs Market ; and 
this is cuſtomary in all the Parts of the 
Low-Country, where I have been, at the 
Time of the Year for that Kind of Mar- 
keting. ji 

Hay is here a rare Commodity indeed; 
ſometimes there is none at all ; and I have 


had 


ears}, . OA. A." Ie Ea 
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TL 
had it brought me forty Miles by Sea, at the 
Rate of half a Crown or three Shillings 


a Truſs. I have given Twenty- pence for 


a Bundle of Straw, not more than one of 
our Truſſes, and Oats have coſt me at 
the Rate of four Shillings a Buſhel, other- 
wiſe I muſt have ſeen, as we ſay, my 
Horſes Skins ſtripped over their Ears. But 
this is not always the Caſe, for ſome- 


times, after the Harveſt, Oats and Straw 


have bcen pretty reaſonable. 


A cERTAIN Officer, ſoon after his 


Arrival at this Town, obſerving in what 


a miſerable State the Horſes were, and 
finding his own would coſt him more in 
keeping than was well conſiſtent with his 
Pay, ſhot them. And being aſked why 
he did not rather chuſe to ſell them, 
though but for a ſmall Matter, his An- 
ſwer was, They were old Servants, and 
his Compaſſion for them would not ſuf- 


fer him to let them fall into the Hands 
of ſuch Keepers. And indeed the Town 


Horſes are but ſparingly fed, as you may 
| believe, 


Er os 
believe, eſpecially when their Provender 
is at ſuch an extravagant Price. 


HERE are four or five Fairs in the 
Year, when the Highlanders bring their 
Commodities to Market: But, good God! 

you could not conceive there was ſuch 
Miſery in this Iſland. 


ONE has under his Arm a ſmall Roll 
of Linnen, another a Piece of coarſe 
Plaiding : Theſe are conſiderable Dealers. 
But the Merchandize of the greateſt Part 
of them, is of a moſt contemptible 
Value, ſuch as theſe, vig. Two or three 
Cheeſes, of about three or four Pound 
Weight a-piece ; a Kid, ſold for Six-pence 


or Eight-pence at the moſt; a ſmall 


Quantity of Butter in ' ſomething that 
looks like a Bladder, and is ſometimes 
ſet down upon the Dirt in the Street ; 
three or four Goat-Skins ; a Piece of 
Wood for an Axletree to one of the lit- 
tle Carts, &c. With the Produce of what 
each of them ſells, they generally buy 

ſomething, 


bad; 
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ſomething, viz. a Horn, or wooden 


Spoon or two, a Knife, a wooden Plat- 
ter, and ſuch-like Neceſſaries for their 
Huts, and carry Home with them little 


or no Money. 


I am juſt now told the Mail is about 


to be ſealed, and therefore muſt refer you 


to my next for the Concluſion of this me- 
lancholy Deſcription, 


P. 8. You may ſce one eating a large 
Onion without Salt or Bread ; another 
gnawing a Carrot, &c. Theſe are Rari- 


ties not to be had in their own Parts of 


the Country. 


L ET T ER 
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the Time when I may 
expect your Thoughts 
of my Letters relating 


ſhould not at all be ſur- 
Ws to find you lay, as they do after 
Ten o'Clock at Night in the Wyndes and 
Cloſes of Edinburgh, Hud your 
Haunde. 


Bo x if that ſhould be the Caſe, I can 
plead your Injunction and the Nature of 
the Subject. 
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Ueo ſecond Thoughts, I take it, we 
are juſt even with one another, for you 
cannot complain that theſe Letters arc 
not ſatisfactory, becauſe I have been only 
doing the Duty of a Friend, by endea- 
vouring to gratify your Curioſity ; nor 
can I find any Cauſe of Blame in you, 
ſince you could not poſſibly conceive the 
Conſequence of the Task you enjoined 
me. But, according to my Promiſe, to 
continue my Account of our Highland 
—_ | N 


Ir you would conceive rightly of it, 


you muſt imagine you ſee two or three 


Hundred half naked, half ſtarved Crea- 
tures of both Sexes, without ſo much as 
a Smile or any Cheerfulneſs among them, 
ſtalking about with Goods, ſuch as I have 
deſcribed, up to their Ancles in Dirt; 
and, at Night, Numbers of them lying 
together in Stables, or other Out-houſe 
Hovels, that are hardly any Defence 
againſt the Weather. I am ſpeaking of 

a Winter 


LETT 5 
2 Winter Fair, for in Summer the greateſt 
Part of them lie about in the open Coun- 


try. 


Tux Gentlemen, Magiſtrates, Mer- 
chants, and Shop-keepers, are dreſs'd af- 


ter the Engliſb Manner, and make a good 
Appearance enough, according to their 


ſeveral Ranks, and the working Tradeſ- 
men are not very ill cloathed; and 


now and then, to relieve your Eyes 
yet more from theſe frequent Scenes of 


Miſery, you ſee ſome of their Women of 
Faſhion; I fay ſometimes, for they go 


ſeldom Abroad ; but, when they appear, 


they are generally well dreſſed in the Eu- 


gliſh Mode. 


As I have touch'd upon the Dreſs of 


the Men, I ſhall give you a notable In- 
| ſtance of Precaution uſed by ſome of 


them againſt the Taylor's purloining. 


THis is to buy up every Thing that 
goes to the making of a Suit of Cloaths, 
NH. even 


EE 
even to the Stay-tape and Thread; and 
when they are to be delivered out, they 


are, altogether, — before the Tay- 


lor's Face. 


Ap when he brings Home the Suit, 
it is again put into the Scale with the 
Shreds of every Sort, and it is expected 


the Whole ſhall anſwer the original 


Weight. But I was told in Edinburgb, 


of the ſame Kind of Circumſpection, but 
not as a common Practice. 


Tux Plaid is the Undreſs of the Ladies, 
and to a gentee] Woman, who adjuſts it 
with a good Air, is a becoming Vell. 
But as I am pretty ſure you never ſaw one 
of them in England, I ſhall employ a 
tew Words to deſcribe it to you. It 1s 
made of Silk or fine Worſted, chequered 


with various lively Colours, two Breadths 


wide, and three Yards in Length; it is 
brought over the Head, and may hide 


or diſcover the Face according to the 


Wcarer's Fancy or Occafion : It reaches 


to 


L ET PTC ror 
to the Waiſt behind; one Corner falls as 
low as the Ancle on one Side; and the 


other Part, in Folds, hangs down from 
the oppomte Arm. 


I nav been told in Edinburgh that 
the Ladies diſtinguiſh their Political Prin- 
ciples, whether Whig or Tory, by the 


Manner of wearing their Plaids; that is, 


-one of the Parties reverſes the old Faſhion, 


but which of them it is, I do not remem- 
ber, nor 1s it material. 


po aſſure you we have here, among 


the better Sort, a full Proportion of pret- 
ty Women, as, indeed, there 1s all over 


Scotland, But pray remember, I now 
anticipate the Jeſt, © That Women grow 
% handſomer and handſomer the longer 
« one continues from Home.” 


Tur Men have more Regard to the 
Comelineſs of their Poſterity, than in 
thoſe Countries where a large Fortune 


. {er ves to ſoften the hardeſt Features, and 


H I even 
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even to make the Crooked ſtreight ; and 


indeed their Definition of a fine Woman 


ſeems chiefly to be directed to that Pur- 
poſe; for, after ſpeaking of her Face, 
they ſay, ſhe's a fine, healthy, ſtreight, 


ſtrong, rapping Laſh. 


i FANCY 1 now I "SEG one of our deli- 


cate Ladies ſay, tis juſt ſo they would 


deſcribe a Flanders Mare. I am not for 


confounding the Characters of the two 


Sexes one with another, but I ſhould not 
care to have my Son a valetudinary Being, 
partaking of his Mother” nice Conſti- 


tution. 


I was once commending, to a Lady 
of Fortune in London, the upright, firm, 


yet eaſy Manner of the Ladies Walking in 


Edinburgh. And when I had done, ſhe 
fluttered her Fan, and with a Kind of 


Diſdain, mixed with Jealouſy to hear 
them commended ; ſhe faid, Mr. ——— 
Ido not at all wonder at that, they are 

uſed to walk. 
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My next Subject is to be the Servants : 
I know little remarkable of the Men, only 
that they are generally great Lovers of 
Ale; but my poor Maids, if I may judge 
of others by what paſſes in my own Quar- 


ters, have not had the beſt of Chances, 


when their Lots fell to be born in this 
Country. It is true they have not a great 
deal of Houſhold Work to do, but when 


that little is done, they are kept to Spin- 


ning, by which ſome of their Miſtreſſes 
are chiefly maintained. Sometimes there 


are two or three of them in a Houſe of no 


greater Number of Rooms, at the Wages 
of three half Crowns a Year each, a Peck 
of Oatmeal for a Week's Diet, and happy 
ſhe, that can get the Skimming of a Pot 


to mix with her Oatmeal for better Com- 


INONs. 


To this Allowance is added a Pair of 
Shoes or two, for Sundays, when they go 


to Kirk, 


H 4 THESE 


Ern 


THnErss are ſuch as are kept at Board- 
Wages. In larger Families, I ſuppoſe, 


their Standing-Wages is not much more, 


becauſe they make no better Appearance 
than the others. But if any one of them 
happens, by the Encouragement of ſome 
Engliſb Family, or one more reaſonable 
than Ordinary among the Natives, to get 
Cloaths ſomething better than the reſt, it is 
ten to one but Envy excites them to tell 
her to her Face ſhe muſt have been a 


Heure, or the cou'd nere ha getten fic 


bonny Geer. 


ALL theſe generally lie in the Kitchen, 
a very improper Place one would think 
for a Lodging, eſpecially of ſuch who 


have not wherewithal to keep themſelves 
clean. 


THE V do ſeveral Sorts of Work with 


their Feet. I have already mentioned their 


Waſhing at the River. When they waſh 
a Room, which the Enghſh Lodgers re- 
quire 
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quire to be ſometimes done, they like- 
wiſe do it with their Feet. 


FiRsST, they ſpread a wet Cloth upon 


Part of the Floor ; then, with their Coats 


tucked up, they ſtand upon the Cloth and 


ſhuffle it backward and forward with their 
Feet; then they go to another Part and do 


the ſame till they have gone all over the 


Room. After this they waſh the Cloth, 


ſpread it again, and draw it along in all 
Places, by Turns, till the whole Work 
is finiſhed. This Jaſt Operation draws 
away all the remaining foul Water. I 
have ſeen this likewiſe done at my Lodg- 


ings, within a Quarter of a Mile of Edin- 


! 


WnurN I firſt ſaw it, J ordered a Mop 
to be made, and the Girls to be ſhewn 
the Uſe of it; but, as it is ſaid of the 
Spamards, there was no perſuading them 


to change their old Method. 


Iuave 


1 
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I Have ſeen Women by the River's 
Side waſhing Parſnips, Turnips and Herbs, 
in Tubs with their Feet. An Engliſb 
Lieutenant Colonel told me, that about a 

Mile from the Town, he ſaw, at ſome 
| little Diſtance, a Wench turning and 
twiſting herſelf about as ſhe ſtood in a 
little Tub, and as he could perceive, being 
on Horſeback, that there was no Water 


[] ſaid before, but on a Sunday; and then, 
1 being unuſed to them, when they go to 
Church, they walk very awkwardly; or, 
as we ſay, like a Cat ſhod with Walnut- 
ſhells. ns 


if in it, he rid up cloſe to her, and found ſhe 
1 was grinding off the Beards and Hulls of 

| | Barley with her naked Feet, which Barley 
the ſhe ſaid was to make Broth withall : And, 
. ſince that, upon Enquiry, I have been 
i told it is a common Thing. 

" TE hardly ever wear Shoes, as J 
5 


4 IA 


[Have ſeen ſome of them come out 
of Doors, early in a Morning, with their 
Legs covered up to the Calf with dryed 


Dirt, the Remains of what they contracted 


in the Streets the Day before; in ſhort, a 


Stranger might think there was but little 


Occaſion for ſtrict Laws againſt low Fo or- 


nication. 


Wur they go Abroad, they wear a 
Blanket over their Heads, as the poor 
Women do, ſomething like the Pictures 
you may have ſeen of ſome bare-footed 


Order among the Romfh Prieſts. 


AND the ſame Blanket that ſerves them 
for a Mantle by Day, is made a Part of 
their Bedding at Night, which is general- 


ly ſpread upon the Floor; this I think 
they call a Shakedown. 


I MAKE no Doubt you are, long be- 
fore this, fully ſatisfied of the Truth of 


my Prediction in the firſt Letter; for, to 
make 
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make you throughly acquainted with theſe 
remote Parts, you ſee I have been reduced 


to Tittle Tattle as low as that of a goſſip- 
ing Woman: However as I am 2n-fort, I 


muſt now proceed. 


LET thoſe who deride the Dirtineſs 


and Idleneſs of theſe poor Creatures, 


which my Countrymen are too apt to do, 
as I obſerved before; let them I lay, con- 
fider, what Inclination they can have to 
recommend themſelves ? What Emula— 
tion can there proceed from meer Deſpir? 
Cleanlineſs is too expenſive for their {mall 
Wages, and what Inducement can they 
have, in ſuch a Station, to be deligent 
and obliging to thoſe who uſe them more 


like Negroes than Natives of Britain. 
Beſides, it is not any Thing in Nature that 


renders them more idle and uncleanly 
than others, as ſome would inconſiderately 


ſuggeſt, becauſe many of them, when 


they happen to be tranſplanted into a 
richer Soil, grow as good Servants as any 
ons _ what- 


1 
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whatever; and this I have known by 


Experience. 


IT is a Happineſs to Infancy, eſpecially 


here, that it cannot reflect and make 


Compariſons of its Condition; otherwiſe 


how miſerable would be the Children of 


the Poor that one ſees continually in the 


Streets! Their wretched Food makes 
them look Pot-belly'd ; they are ſeldom 
waſhed; and many of them have their 
Hair clipped, all but a Lock that hangs 
down over the Forchead, like the Repre- 
ſentation of old Time in a Picture; the 
Boys have nothing but a courſe Kind of 
Veſt, buttoned down the Back, as if they 


were Idiots, and that their Coats were ſo 
made, to prevent their often ſtripping 


themſelves quite naked. 


Tur Girls have a Piece of a Blanket 
wrapped about their Shoulders, and are 
barc-headed like the Boys, and both with- 


out Stockings and Shoes in the hardeſt of 


Seaſons, But what ſeems to me the worlt 
of 
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of all, is, they are over-run with the Itch, 
which continues upon them from Year to 
Year, without any Care taken to free them 
from that loathſome Diſtemper. Nor in- 
deed is it poſſible to keep them long from 
it, except all could agree, it is ſo univerſal 
among them. And as the Children of 
People in better Circumſtances are not 
nice in the Choice of their Companions 
and Play-fellows, they are moſt of them 
likewiſe infected with this Diſeaſe, inſo- 
much that upon entring a Room, where 
there was a pretty Boy or Girl that [ 
ſhould have been pleaſed to have careſſed 
and played with (beſides the Compliment 
of it to the Father and Mother) it has 
been a great Diſappointment to me to dit- 
cover, it could not be done with Safety 
to myſelf. And though the Children of 
the upper Claſſes wear Shoes and Stock- 
ings in Winter-time, yet nothing is more 
common than to ſee them bare: foot in the 
Summer. 


THraAveE 
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T HAVE often been a Witneſs, that 


when the Father or Mother of the leſſer 
Children has ordered their Shoes and 


Stockings to be put on, as ſoon as ever 
they had an Opportunity they have pulled 


them off, which I ſuppoſe was done to 


ſet their Feet at Liberty. | 


From the Sight of theſe Children in 
the Streets, I have heard ſome reflect, 


that many a gay Equipage, in other 


Countries, has ſprung from a Bonnet and 
bare Feet ; but for my own Part, I think, 


a Fortune, obtained by worthy Actions, 


or honeſt Induſtry, does real Honour to 


the Poſſeſſor; yet the Generality are fo far 


milled by cuſtomary Notions, as to call 
the Founder of an honourable Family, 


an Upſtart ; and a very unworthy Deſcen- 
dant is honoured with that Eſteem which 
was with-held from his Anceſtor. But 


what is yet more extraordinary is, that 
every Succeſſor grows more honourable 


with Time, though it be but barely on 


that 
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that Account, as if it were an accepted 


Principal, that a Stream muſt needs run 
the clearer the farther it is removed from 
the Fountain Head. But Antiquity gives 
a Sanction to any Thing. 


Irave but little Converſation with 
the Inhabitants of this Town, except ſome 
few who are not comprehended in any 
Thing I have faid, or will be, in any 
Thing I am about to ſay of the Genera- 
lity. The Coldneſs between the Ma- 
giſtrates, and Merchants, and myſelf, has 
_ ariſen from a Shyneſs in them towards me, 
and my Difinclination to any Kind of In- 


timacy with them. And therefore I think 


I may freely mention the narrow Way 
they are in, without the Imputation of a 
Spy, as ſome of them fooliſhly gave out 


I was, in my Abſence when laſt in London. 


Ir I had had any Inclination to expoſe 
their Proceedings in another Place (for they 
were publick enough here) I might have 
done it long ago, perhaps to my Advan- 

| 1 tage; 
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tage; but thoſe deceitful boggy Ways lie 
quite out of my Road to Profit or Prefer- 
ment. * 


* 


— 


Uro my Return, I aſked ſome of 
them how ſuch a ſcandalous Thought 
could ever enter into their Heads, fince 


they knew I had little Converſation with 


them; and that on the contrary, if I re- 
ſided here in that infamous Capacity, I 
ſhould have endeavoured to inſinuate mv- 
{elf into their Confidence, and put the n 


upon ſuch Subjects as would enable me to 


perform my treacherous Office; but that 
never ſo much as heard there Was any 
Concern about them, for they were ſo 
obſcure, I did not remember ever to have 
heard of Inverneſs till it was my Lot to 
know it fo well as I did. 


AND -beſides, that nothing could be 
more Publick than the Reaſon of my 


Continuance among them. This produ- 


ced a Denial of the Fact from ſome, and 
Vog EE ==: -F* in 
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in others a Mortification, whether real or 
feigned, is not much my Concern. 


I HALL here take Notice, that there 
is hardly any Circumſtance or Deſcription 
I have given you, but what is known to 
ſome one Officer or more of every Regi- 


| 
ment in Britain, as they have been quar- ; 
tered here by Rotation. And if there 
were Occaſion, I might appcal to them for 1 
a Juſtification (the Intereſted excepted) R 
that I have exaggerated nothing, and I } 
promiſe you I ſhall purſue the ſame Route 1 
throughout all my Progreſs. 

I wisu I could ſay more to the Inte- 1 
grity of our own lower Order of Shop- 1 
keepers, than Truth and Juſtice will allow k 
me to do; but theſe, 1 think, are Fa 
Harper (to uſe no worſe an Expreſſion) 0 

in Proportion as their Temptations are be 


ſtronger. 


H AVING Occaſion for . Holland to 


Cloth, I ſent to one of theſe Merchants, an 
who 
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who brought me two or three Pieces, 


which I juſt loooked upon, and told him 
that as I neither underſtood the Quality, 
or knew the Price of that Sort of Goods, 
| would make him, as we ſay, both Sel- 
ler and Buyer, reſerving to himſelf the 
ſame Profit as he would take from others. 
At firſt he ſtarted at the Propoſal, and 
having recollected himſelf, he ſaid, 1 
cannot deal in that Manner; I aſked him 
why ? but I could get nothing more from 
him, but that it was not their Way of 


Dealing. 4 


Uro this, I told him it was appa- 
rently his Deſign to have over-reached 
me, but that he had ſome Probity left, 
which he did not ſeem to know of, by 
refuling my Offer ; becauſe it carried 
with it a Truſt and Confidence in his Ho- 
neſty, and thereupon we parted, 


SINCE that, I made the fame Propoſal 
to a Mercer in Edinburgh, and was fairly 
and honeſty dealt with. 


12 Bur 


E 

Bur the Inſtances ſome of theſe People 
give of their Diſtruſt one of another, in 
Matters of a moſt trifling Value, would 
fill any Stranger with Notions very diſad- 


vantageous to the Credit of the Generality, 


I ſent one Day to a Merchant's hard by 


for ſome little Thing I wanted, which 


being brought me by my Servant, he 
laugh'd, and told me, that while he was in 
the Shop, there came in the Maid-Servant 


5 of another Merchant with a Meſſage from 


her Maſter, which was to borrow an Ell 
to meaſure a Piece of Cloth, and to ſig- 
nify that he had ſent a Napkin, that is, 2 
Handkerchief, as a FO for its being 


returned. 


TrAaT the Maid took the Ell, and 


was going away with it without leaving 


the Security ; upon which the Merchant's 
Wife called out haſtily and earneſtly to 
her for the Pawn, and then the Wench 


pulled it out of her Boſom and gave it to 


her, 
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her, not without ſome ſeeming Shame for 


ner Attempt to go away with it. 


SPEAKING of an Ell Meaſure, brings 


to my Mind a Thing that paſſed a few | 


Weeks ago when I was preſent. 


AN Eugliſßb Gentleman ſent for a 
Wright, or Carpenter, to make him an Ell, 


but before the Workman came, he had 
borrowed one, and offered it as a Pattern. 


No, Sir, ſays the Man, it muſt not be 


made by this, for yours, I ſuppoſe, is to 
be for Buying, and this 1s to fell by. 


In Avr not myſelf intirely eſcaped 
Suſpicions of my Honeſty ; for ſending 
one Day to a Shop for ſome two-penny 
Buſineſs, a Groat was demanded for it; 
the two-pence was taken, the Thing was 


ſent, but my Boy's Cap was detained for 


the — half of that conſiderable 
Sum. | 


13 | Ir 
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IT is a common Obſervation with the 
Engliſb, that when ſeveral of theſe Peo- 
ple are in Competition for ſome profitable 
Buſineſs or Bargain, each of them ſpeaks 
to the Diſadvantage of his Competitors. 


Some Time ago, there was Occaſion 
to hire Ovens wherewith to bake Bread 
for the Soldiery then encamped near the 
Town. The Officer who had the Care 
of providing thoſe Ovens, thought fit, as 
the firſt Step towards his Agreements, to 
talk with ſeveral of the Candidates ſepa- 
rately, at their own Houſes, and to ſee 
what Conveniency they had wherewith to 
perform a Contract of that Nature. In 


the Courſe of this Enquiry, he found that | 


every one of them was ſpeaking not much 
to the Advantage of the reſt, and, in the 
Concluſion, he cried out, Every one of 
theſe Men tells me the others are Rogues, 
and, added with an Oath, I believe them 
=_ 
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BU r, on the other Hand, if we ask 
of almoſt any one of them, who is quite 
diſintereſted, the Character of ſome work- 
ing Tradeſman, though the latter be not 


at all beholden to Fame, the Anſwer to 
our Enquiry will be—there is not an 


honeſter Lad in all Britain. 


T11s is done in order to ſecure the 
Profit to their own Countrymen, for the 
Soldiers rival them in many Things, 
eſpecially in Handicraft Trades. I take 
this laſt to be upon the Principle, (for 


certainly it is one with them) that every 


Gain they make of the Engliſh, is an 
Acquiſition to their Country. 


Bor I defire I may not be underſtood 
to ſpeak of all in general, for there are 


ſeveral among them, whom, I believe, in 
Spight of Education, to be very worthy 
honeſt Men; I ſay againſt Education, 
becauſe J have often obſerved, by Chil- 


| Oren of ſeven or eight Years old, that 


14. when 
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when they have been asked a Queſtion, 
they have either given an indirect Anſwer 
at firſt, or conſidered for a Time what 
Anſwer was fitteſt for them to make: 
And this was not my Obſervation alone, 
but that of ſeveral others, upon Trial, 
which made us conclude, that ſuch Pre- 
caution, at ſuch an Age, could not be 
other than the Effect of Precept. 


P. S. I have ſeveral Times been told, 
by Gentlemen of this Country, with 
whom I have contracted Acquaintance 
and Friendſhip, that others have ſaid it 
would have been but juſt that ſome Na- 
tive had had my Appointment ; and once 
it was hinted to me directly. This in- 
duced me to ſay (for I could not help it) 
I ſhould readily agree to it, and chearfully 
reſign, and would further take upon me 
to anſwer for all my Countrymen, that 
they ſhould do the ſame, provided no 
Scotſman had any Government Employ- 
ment be-ſouth the Tweed; and then | 
doubted 


LET FF 1534. 
doubted not, but there would be ample 


Nom at Home for us all. This I ſhould 


not have choſen to ſay, but it was beg- 
ged, and I gave it. | 
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E 8 I am inclined to give 
CY you a Taſtc of every 
Thing this Country af- 
fords, I ſhall now ſtep 
out of my Way for a 
little while, to acquaint 
you, that the other Day, in the Evening, 
I made a Viſit to a Laird's Lady, who is 
much eſteemed for her Wit, and really 
not without ſome Reaſon. = 


AFTER a good deal of Tea Table 
Chat, ſhe brought upon the Carpet the 
Subject of her own Sex, and thence her 
Ladyſhip proceeded, to ſome Compari- 

ſons, 
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ſons, between the Conduct of the Eugliſb 
and Scots Women. 


Sur began in a Sort of jeering Man- 
ner, to tell me our Females are great 
Enemies to Duſt, which led me to an- 
ſwer,—It was no Wonder, for it ſpoiled 
their Furniture, and dirted their Cloaths. 


In the next Place ſhe entertained me 
with a Parallel between the Amours of 


the Engliſh and Scots Women. The Eu- 


gliſb, ſhe ſaid, often take Liberties after 
they are married, and ſeldom before; 
whereas the Scots Women, when they 
make a Trip, it is while they are ſingle, 
and very rarely afterwards: And indeed 
this laſt is not often known, except among 
thoſe who think themſelves above Repu- 
tation and Scandal. 


| Now as ſhe had condeſcended to own 


that the Scorzh Females are frail as 


well as ours, though in different Cir- 


cumſtances of Life, which was, indeed, 


an 
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an Acknowledgement beyond what I ex- 
peed ; I could not, for that Reaſon, 


perſuade myſelf to mention another Dif- 
ference, which is, that the Engl: ſh Wo- 


men are not ſo well watched. 


THF RE were many other Things ſaid 
upon this Subject, which I ſhall not trou- 
ble you with; but I muſt tell you, that 


this Converſation reminds me of a Paſ- 


ſage, which, perhaps, might otherwiſe 
never have recurred to my Memory, or, 
at moſt, would have been little regarded, 


One Day, when I was in Edinburgh, 


I walked out with three married Women, 


whoſe Huſbands, ſome Time after Dinner, 


retired to their reſpective Avocations or 
Diverſions, and left them to my Conduct. 
As we approached the Fields, we hap- 


pened to mect a Woman with Cherries - 


This gave me an Opportunity to treat the 
Ladies with ſome of that Fruit; and as we 
were "i along, ſays one of them to 
me, Mr. — there is a good deal of 

| | Difference 


1 


%. 
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Difference between a married Woman in 
Scotland and one in England. Here 
are now three of us, and I believe I may 
venture to ſay, we could not, all of 


us together, purchaſe one ſingle Pound 


of Cherries. You may be ſure I thought 
their Credit very low at that Time, and 


1] endeavoured to turn it off as an Acci- 


dent; but ſhe told me that ſuch Kind 
of Vacuities were pretty general among 
the married Women in Scotland, and, 


| upon her Appeal to the other two, it was 
confirmed, 


I nave often heard it ſaid, by the 
Engliſh, that the Men are not our Friends, 
but I think the Females have no Averfion 
to us. Not that I fancy our Perſons are 
better made, or that we are more enga- 
ging in any Reſpe&t than their own 
Countrymen; but from the Notion that 


prevails among them, (at leaſt ſuch as I 


have been acquainted with) vis. that the 


Engliſh are the kindeſt Huſbands in the 


World. Perhaps it may be ſaid, J was 
1 their 
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their Dupe, and did not diſcover the 
Sneer at what they may think a too- pre- 
carious Confidence, of which their Sex 
is, without Doubt, the moſt competent 


Judge. 


Bur I have heard ſome of theſe La- 
dies firſt accuſe the Engliſh Women, and 
then treat the Chimera with ſuch ex- 
ceſſive Virulence, that I have been temp- 
ted to ſuſpect it proceeded from Jealouſy, 
not unattended by Envy, at that Liberty 
which may give Opportunities for ſuch 
Unfaithfulneſs; for otherwiſe I think 
It might have been ſufficient, even if the 
Fact were true, barely to ſhew their Diſ- 
like of ſuch a perfidious Conduct. And 
beſides, I cannot fay it has not happened 
in the World, that the moſt ſevere Cen- 
ſure has been changed to a more charita- 
ble Opinion from Experience of human 
Weakneſs, or that ſuch Virulence was 
never uſed as a Means to excite a Con- 
queſt, To conclude theſe Remarks; I 
think it was not over complaiſant to a 

| Stranger, 
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Stranger, to bring ſuch a general Accu- 
fation againſt his Countrywomen : And if I 
had done as much by them, it might 
have been deemed a National Reflexton. 
But to me it would be a new Kind of 
Knight-Errantry, to fight with the Gen- 
tlewomen in Defence of the Ladies; and 
therefore I contented myſelf with turning 
(in as genteel a Manner as I could) their 


Accuſation and Parade of Virtue into 


Ridicule. 
| Bu r to return to my general Purpoſe, 


Taz working Tradeſmen, for the moſt 
Part, are indolent; and no Wonder, 
ſince they have ſo little Incitement to In- 
duſtry, or profitable Employment to en- 
courage them to it. 


Ir a Bolt for a Door be wanted, the 


Dweller often ſupplies it with one of 
Wood, and ſo of many other Things, 


inſomuch that the poor Smith is ſome- 
times 
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times 3 enabled to maintain himſelf 


in Oatmeal. 


The Neatneſs of a Carpenter's Work is 
little regarded. If it will juſt anſwer the 


Occaſion, and come very cheap, it is 


enough. I ſhall not trouble you with 


further Inſtances. But to ſhew you what 


they might be, if they had Encourage- 


ment, I ſhall mention a Paſſage that re- 


lated to myſelf. I ſent one Day for a 
Wright (they have no ſuch Diſtinction as 


Joyner) to make me an Engine to chop 


Straw withal for my Horſes, and told 
him it muſt be neatly made, and I would 
pay him accordingly ; otherwiſe, when 
it was done, it would be his own. The 


young Man, inſtead of being diſcouraged 


by the Danger of lofing his Time and 


Materials, was overjoyed at the Condi- 
tions, and told me, at the ſame Time, 


that he ſhould be quite undone, if he 
was long about Work which he did for 
his Countrymen, for in that Caſe they 
would not pay him for his Time. In 

fine, 


1 3 —. 
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fine, he made me the Machine, which 
was more like the Work of one of your 
Cabinet- Makers in London, than that of 

an Iiverneſs Carpenter: And he brought 
it Home in as little Time as I could rea- 
ſonably expect. 


HRE I may obſerve, that when a 
young Fellow finds he has a Genius for 
his Trade or Buſineſs, and has any Thing 
of Spirit, he generally lays hold of the 
firſt Occaſion to remove to England, or 


ſome other Country, where he hopes for 


better Encouragement. Hence, I take 
it, aroſe a Kind of Proverb, That there 
never came a Fool out of Scotland. Some 
perhaps would be giving this a different 
Interpretation, but what I mean is, that 
the clevereſt and moſt ſprightly among 
them leave the narrow Way of their own 
Country : And from this may come, for 
ought I know, another ſaying, That they 


ſeldom deſire to return Home. 
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Tus very Man, of whom I have been 
ſpeaking, took Occaſion to tell me, that 


in two or three Months he ſhould go to 


ſeek Employment in London. 


TE Fiſhermen would not be men- 
tioned, but for their remarkable Lazineſs; 
for they might find a Sale for much more 
Sea-Fiſh than they do; but ſo long as 
any Money remains of the laſt Market- 
ing, and until they are driven out by the 
laſt Neceſſity, they will not meddle with 
Salt Water. 


Ar low Ebb, when their Boats lie off 
at a conſiderable Diſtance from the Shore, 


for Want of Depth of Water, the Wo- 


men tuck up their Garments to an inde- 
cent Height, and wade to the Veſſels, 
where they receive their Loads of Fiſh 
for the Market; and when the Whole 
Cargo is brought to Land, they take the 


Fiſhermen upon their Backs, and bring 


them ON Shore 1 in the ſame Manner. 
THERE 


Hos >> 


On 


to 
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THERE is here none of that Emula- 
tion among the ordinary People, or any 
of that Pride which the meaneſt Cottagers 
in England generally take in the Cleanli- 
nels and little Ornaments of their Ho- 
vels; yet, at the ſame Time, theſe poor 
Wretches entertain a Kind of Pride which 
is, I think; peculiar to themſelves, 


Taz Officers of a certain Regiment 
kept here a Pack of Beagles, and ſuſpect- 
ing ſome of them to be in Danger of the 
Mange, they ſent to the Boatmen to take 
them out a little Way to Sea, and throw 
them over-board, imagining their Swim- 
ming in Salt Water would cure them of 
the Diſtemper, if they were infected. 
The Servant offered them good Hire for 
their Trouble, but they gave him bad 
Language, and told him they would not 
doit. Upon this, ſome of the Officers 
went themſelves, and, in Hopes to pre- 
vail, offer'd them a double Reward ; but 
they ſaid they would not, for any Money, 

e | do 
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do a Thing fo ſcandalous as to frerght 


ther Boats with Dogs, and abſolutely re- 
fuſed it. 


THE pooreſt Creature that loſes a 
Horſe, by Death, would fell him for 


'Three-pence to a Soldier, who made it 


a Part of his Buſineſs to buy them, and 
he made not only Six-pence of the Car- 
caſs to feed the Hounds, but got two 


Shillings or half a Crown for the Hide. 


But the Owner would not flea the Horſe, 
though he knew very well how to do it, 
as almoſt every one here, and in the High- 
lands, is ſomething of a Tanner ; and 
their Reaſon 1s, that it is an Employment 
only fit for the Hangman. Upon this 
Principle, the Soldier was frequently 
purſued in the Streets by the Children, 


and called by that approbrious Name. 


Very often, if you aſk Queſtions of 
the ordinary People here, and hereabouts, 
they will anſwer you by Haniel Safſor 


| Uggit . “. they have, or ſpeak, no Saxon 


(or 


W. 
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(or Engliſh). This they do to fave the 
Trouble of giving other Anſwers ; but 
they have been frequently brought, by the 


Officers, to ſpeak that Language by the 


ſame Method that Moliere's F aggot binder 
was forced to confeſs himſelf a Doctor of 
Phyſick. | 


Tun Lodgings of the ordinary People 
are indeed moſt miſerable ones, and even 
thoſe of ſome, who make a tolerable Ap- 
pearance in the Streets, are not much 
better. 


GoiNG along with ſome Company to- 
ward one of the Out-parts of the Town, 
| was ſhewn the Apartment of a young 
Woman, who looks pretty ſmart, when 
Abroad, and affects to adorn her Face 
with a good many Patches, but is of no 
il Fame. 


Tu Door of the Howl; or rather 


Hutt, being open, and Nobody within, I 
was prevailed with to enter and obſerve ſo 


K 3 great 
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do a Thing ſo ſcandalous as to Freight 


hein Boats with Dogs, and abſolutely re- 
fuſed it. 


THE pooreſt Creature that loſes a 
Horſe, by Death, would ſell him for 
Three-pence to a Soldier, who made it 
a Part of his Buſineſs: to buy them, and 
he made not only Six-pence of the Car- 


caſs to feed the Hounds, but got two 


Shillings or half a Crown for the Hide. 
But the Owner would not flea the Horſe, 
though he knew very well how to do it, 
as almoſt every one here, and in the High- 
lands, is ſomething of a Tanner ; and 
their Reaſon is, that it is an Employment 
only fit for the Hangman. Upon this 


Principle, the Soldier was frequently 


purſued in the Streets by the Children, 
and called by that approbrious Name. 


VEeRy often, if you aſk Queſtions of 
the ordinary People here, and hereabouts, 
they will anſwer you by Hamel Saſſon 
Cage? z. e. they have, or f. peak, no Saxon 

| (or 


* 
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(or Engliſh). This they do to fave the 
Trouble of giving other Anſwers ; but 


they have been frequently brought, by the 
Officers, to ſpeak that Language by the 
fame Method that Moliere's Faggot binder 


was forced to confeſs himſelf a Doctor of 
Phyſick. 


Tun Lodgings of the ordinary People 


are indeed moſt miſerable ones, and even 


thoſe of ſome, who make a tolerable Ap- 
pearance in the Streets, are not much 


better. 


GoinG along with ſome Company to- 
ward one of the Out-parts of the Town, 
| was ſhewn the Apartment of a young 


Woman, who looks pretty ſmart, when 
Abroad, and affects to adorn her Face 


with a good many Patches, but is of no 
ill Fame, . 


Tur Door of the Houſe, or rather 
Hutt, being open, and Nobody within, I 


was prevailed with to enter and obſerve fo 
K 3 great 
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great a Curioſity. Her Bed was in one 
corner of the Room upon the Ground, 


made up with Straw, and even that in 
ſmall Quantity, and upon it lay a couple 
of Blankets which were her Covering, and 
that of two Children that lay with her. 


In the oppoſite Corner was Juſt ſuch 
another Bed for two young Fellows, who 
lay in the fame Room. . 


AT another Time I happened to be of 
a Party who had agreed to go five or fix 
and twenty Miles into the Highlands, a 


ſmall Part by Land, and the reſt by Wa- 


ter; but a Perſon, who was not agreeable 
to any of us, having, as we ſay, pinn'd 
himſelf upon us, and being gone Home, it 
was reſolved, that, to avoid him, we 
ſhould ſet out at Ten of Clock the ſame 
Night, inſtead of the next Morning, as 
was at firſt intended. About Twelye we 
arrived at the End of Loch Neſs, where we 
were to wait for News from the Veſſel. 
We were ſoon conducted to a Houſe, 
where lives a Brother to the Pretender“ 

famous 


'G 
t 


E T:F EM ˙ It5 
famous Brigadier, and upon entring a large 


| Room, by the Candle, we diſcovered, on 


different Parts of the Floor, nine Perſons, 
including Children, all laid in the Man- 


ner above deſcribed, and among the reſt, 


a young Woman, as near as I could gueſs, 
about ſeventeen or eighteen, who being 
ſurprized at the Light, and the Buſtle we 
made, between Sleeping and Waking, 
threw off part of the Blankets, ſtarted up, 


ſtared at us earneſtly, and, being ſtark 
naked, ſcratched herſelf in ſeveral Parts 
till thoroughly wakened. 


AFTER all this, I think 1 need not 
ſay any thing about the Lodgings of the 


meaneſt Sort of People. 


ISHAI not go about to deny, becauſe 


would not willingly be laughed at, that 
the Engliſh Luxury is in every Thing 


carried to an exorbitant Height; but if 


there was here a little of that Vice, it 


would be well for the lower Order of 
People, who, by that Means, would like- 
K 1 wiſe 


Lern 
wiſe mend their Commons in Proportion to | 
it. 5 


B Accounts of the Plenty and Variety 
of Food at the Tables of the Luxurious in 
England, the People, who have not eat 
with the Engliſb, conclude they are like- 
wiſe Devourers of great Quantitics of Vic- 
tuals at a Meal, and at other Times talk 
of little elſe beſides Eating. This is 
their Notion of us, but particularly of our 
Gormandizing. I ſhall give you one 
Inſtance, | To; 


SoM, Years ago I obtained the Favour 
and great Conveniency to board, for 4 
Time, with an Eugliſo Gentleman in a 
Houſe near Edinburgh, of which the 
Proprietor retained the uppermoſt Floor 
to himſelf and Family, _ 


I ſeems, by what follows, that this Gen- 


tleman had amuſed himſelf ſometimes by 


obſerving what paſſed among us, and 
being one Day invited to our Table, after 
Dinner 
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Dinner he told us very frankly, that he 
had been watching us all the Time we 
were Eating, becauſe he had thought we 


muſt neceſſarily have large Stomachs to 


conſume the Quantity of Victuals brought 
ſo often from the Market; but that now 
he concluded we were as moderate as any. 


Tubus the Wonder had been recipro- 
cal ; for while he was ſurprized at our 
Plenty (not knowing how much was given 
away) we were at a Loſs to think how he 
and his Family could ſubſiſt upon their 
ſlender Proviſion. | 


For my own Part I never dined in a 
mixt Company of Scots and Engliſh, but 


I found the former not only eat as much 
as the others, but ſeem'd as well pleaſed 
with the Delicacy and Diverſity of the 


Diſhes ; but I ſhall make no Inference 
from thence, 


"Tis from this Notion of the People, 


that my Countrymen, not only here, but 


all 
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all over Scotland, are dignified with the 
Title of Poke Pudding, which, according 


to the Senſe of the Word among the Na- 
tives, — a Glutton. 


YET this N ſhould not deter 


me from giving you an Account of our 


Way of Living in this Country, that is, of 
our Eating, ſuppoſing every one that 


charges us with that ſwiniſh Vice was to 
read this Letter. 


Ou principal Diet then conſiſts of 
ſuch Things as you, in London, eſteem to 
be the greateſt Rarities, viz. Salmon and 


Trout juſt taken out of the River, and 


both very good in their Kind ; Partridge, 


_ _ Grouſt, Hare, Duck, and Mallard, Wood- 
cocks, Snipes &c. each in its proper 


Seaſon. And yet for the greateſt Part of 
the Year, like the Maelites who longed 


for the Garlick and Onions of Egypt, we 


are hankering after Beef, Mutton, Veal, 
Lamb, &c. 


Ir 
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Ir is not only me, but every one that 
comes hither, is ſoon diſguſted with theſe 
EKinds of Food, when obliged to eat them 
often for Want of other Fare, which is 
not ſeldom our Caſe, _ 


THERE is hardly any ſuch Thing as 
Mutton to be had 'till Auguſt, or Beef 


till September. That is to ſay, in Quality 
fit to be eaten, and both go out about 
Chriſtmas. And therefore at or about 
Martinmas (the 11th of November) ſuch 
of the Inhabitants, who are any Thing be- 
fore-hand with the World, falt up a 
| Quantity of Beef, as if they were going 


a Voyage. And this is common in all 


Parts of Scotland where I have been. 


Ir would be long to ſet down the Price 
of every Species of Proviſion. I ſhall only 
ſay, that Mutton and Beef are about a 
penny a Pound ; Salmon, which was at 


the ſame Price, is, by a late Regulation of 


the Magiſtrates, raiſed to Two-pence a 


Pound, which is thought by many to be 


an 


. 
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an exorbitant Price. A Fowl, which 
they 1n general call a Hen, may be had 
at Market for Two-pence or Two- pence 
Half: penny, but ſo lean they are good for 
little. It would be too ludicrous to ſay, 
that one of them might almoſt be cut up 
with the Breaſt of the other, but they are 
fo poor, that fome uſed to ſay they 
believed the Oats were given them out by 
Tale. 


THr1s brings to my Remembrance, a 


Story I have heard of a Foreigner, who 


being newly arrived in this Country, at a 
publick Houſe deſired ſomething to eat, 
A Fowl was propoſed and accepted, but 
when it was dreſſed and brought to Table, 


the Stranger ſhewed a great Diſlike to it, 


which the Landlord perceiving, brought 
him a Piece of freſh Salmon, and faid, 


Sir, I obſerve you do not like the Fowl, 


pray what do you think of this ? Think, 
ſays the Gueſt, why I think it is very fine 
Salmon, and no Wonder, for that is of 


God Almighty's s Feeding, if it had been 


fed 
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fed by you, I ſuppoſe it would have been 


as lean as this poor Fowl, which 1 deſire 
you will take 2 


Wr have, in Plenty, Variety, and 
good Perfection, Roots and Greens which 
you know have always made a principal 
Part of my Luxury. 


THr1s I think has been chiefly owing 
to a Communication with the Englfh. 
And I have been told by old People in 
Edinbwrgh, that no longer ago than forty 
Years, there was little elſe but Cale in 
their Green-Market, which is now plen- 
tifully furniſhed with that Sort of Provi- 
ſion; and I think altogether as good as 
in London. 


Pork is not very common with us, 
but what we have 1 is good, 


I vave often heard it ſaid, that the 
Scots will not eat it. This may be rank'd 
among the reſt of the Prejudices ; for this 
25 Kind 
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Kind of Food is common in the Low: 
lands, and Aberdeen in particular is fa« 


mous for furniſhing Families with pickled 5 
Pork for Winter Proviſion, as well as 


their N 


I own I never faw any Swine among 


the Mountains, and there is good Reaſon 


for it : Thoſe People have no Offal 


wherewith to feed them ; and, were they 


to give them other Food, one ſingle Sow 
would devour all the Proviſions of a 


Family. 


IT is here a general Notion, that where 


the Chief declares againſt Pork, his Fol- 
lowers affect to ſhew the ſame Diſlike ; 
but of this Aﬀectation I happened once te 


ſee an Example. 


ONE of the Chiefs, who brought 
hither with him a Gentleman of his own 


Clan, dined with ſeveral of us at a Pub- 
lick Houſe, where the Chief refuſed the 


Pork, and the Laird did the ſame ; but 
ſome Days afterward, the latter being in- 
vited 


1 RT” 
vited to our Meſs, and under no Reſtraint, 


he eat it with as good an Appetite as any 


of us all. 


TRE little Highland Mutton, when 
fat, is delicious, and certainly the greateſt 
of Luxury. And the ſmall Beef, when 


freſh, is very ſweet and ſucculent, but it 


wants that Subſtance which ſhould pre- 
ſerve it long when ſalted. I am ſpeaking 
of theſe two Sorts of Proviſion when 


they are well fed; but the general Run of 


the Market here, and in other Places too, 


is ſuch as would not be ſuffered in any 


Part of England that I know of. 


Wr (the Engliſb) have the Conveni- 


ency of a Publick Houſe (or Tavern if you 


pleaſe) kept by a Country-Woman of 


ours, where every Thing is dreſſed our 


own Way ; but ſometimes it has been 


difficult for our Landlady to get any 


Thing for us to eat, except ſome Sort of 
Food, ſo often reiterated, as almoſt to 


create a Loathing. And one Day I re- 
member 
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member ſhe told us there was nothing af 
all to be had in the Town. This you may 
believe was a melancholy Declaration to 
a Parcel of Poke Puddings ; but, for ſome 
Relicf, a Highlander ſoon after happencd 
to bring to Town ſome of the Moor 
Game to ſell, which (in looking out e 
ſhe ſecured for our Dinner. 


Ha R Es, and the ſeveral Kinds of Birds 
abovementioned, abound in the neigh- 
bouring Country, near the 'Town, even 
to Exuberance : Rather too much, I 
think, for the Sportſman's Diverſion, 
who generally likes a little more Expec- 
tation, ſo that we never need to want that 
Sort of Proviſion, by what we may kill 
ourſelves; and beſides we often make 
Preſents of them to ſuch of the Inhabi- 
tants who are in our Eſteem ; for none of 
them, that I know of, will beſtow Pow- 
der and Shot upon any of the Game. 


IT is true they may ſometimes buy 2 
3 for a . or leſs, and the 


others 


. w 


% 
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others in Proportion. I ſay ſometimes, 
for there are not very many brought to 
Market, except in Time of Snow, and 
then indeed I have ſeen Sacks full of” 


them, 


I REMEMBER, that the firſt hard 


Weather after I came, I aſked the Ma- 
giſtrates why ſuch Poaching was ſuffered: 


within their Diſtrict; and their Anſwer 


was, that there was enough of them, and 
if they were-not brought to Market, they 
ſhould get none themſelves. 


Tas River is not leſs plentiful in F ih, 


I have often ſeen' a bove a hundred large 
Salmon brought to Shoar at one Hawl. 


Trout is as plenty, and a ſmall Fiſh the 


People call a little Trout, but of another 


Species, which is exceeding good, called in 
the North of England a Branlin. Theſe 


are ſo like the Salmon Frye, that they are 


hardly to be diſtinguithed, only the Skales 


come off of the Frye in handling, the 


others have none. 
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IT is by Law no leſs than Tranſporta- 
tion to take the Salmon Frye, but in the 
Seaſon, the River is ſo full of them, that 


Nobody minds it, and thoſe young Fiſh 


are ſo ſimple, the Children catch them 


with a crooked Pin. Yet the Towns- 


men are of Opinion, that all ſuch of them 
as are bred in the River, and are not de- 
voured at Sea by larger Fiſh, return thither 
at the proper Seaſon ; and as a Proof, 
they affirm, they have taken many of 


them, and, by Way of Experiment, 


clipped their Tails into a forked Figure 
like that of a Swallow, and found them 


with that Mark, when full grown and 


taken out of the Cru: ves. 


Ez Ls there are, and very good, but 


the Inhabitants will not eat of them, any 


more than they will of a Pike, for which 


Reaſon ſome of theſe laſt, in the ſtanding 


Lakes, are grown to a monſtrous Size; 


and I do * you I have eaten of Trouts, 
| taken 
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taken in thoſe Waters, each of fifteen or 


ſixteen young Weight. 


IAM furprized the Towns-men take 


no Delight in Field Exerciſes, or Fiſhing, 
in both of which there is Health and Di- 
verſion ; but will rather chuſe to ſpend 


great Part of their Time in the wretched 


Coffee-Room, playing at Back-gammon 
or en moſtly for Halt-pence. | 


ByT 1 muſt ingenouſly confeſs to you; 
that they might retaliate this Accuſation, 
ſo far as it relates to miſ-ſpending of Time, 
if they had but the Opportunity to let you 
know, they have ſeen me throwing Had- 


_ docks and Whitings Heads into the River 
from the Parapet of the Bridge, only to 
ſee the Eels turn up their Silver Bellies in 


ſtriving one with another for the Prey. 


At other Times, they might tell you, 


they ſaw me letting Feathers fly in the 


Wind for the Swallows that build under 
the Arches (which are ribbed within Side) 
to make their Circuits in the Air, and cons 


tend 


L 2 


er 
tend for them to carry them to their Neſts. 
I have been jeſtingly reproached by them, 
en paſſant, for both theſe Amuſements, as 
being too juvenile for me. This 1 have 


returned in their own Way, by telling them 
I thought myK&lf, at leaſt, as well employ- 


ed as they, when tumbling over and over a 
little Cube made out of a Bone, and 
making every black Spot on the Faces of 
it, a Subject of their Fear and Hope. 
Nor did I think the Emperour Domician's 
ordinary Diverſion was any thing more 
manly than mine; but I think myſelf, 


this Inſtant, much better employed, by 


endeavouring to contribute to your Amuſe- 


ITI ux meaneſt Servants, who are not at 
Board-Wages, will not make a Meal upon 
Salmon, if they can get any Thing elſe to 
eat. I have been told it here, as a very 
good Jeſt, that a Highland Gentleman, 
who went to London by Sea, ſoon after 
his Landing paſſed by a Tavern, where 
the Larder appeared to the Street, and op- 


perated | 


I 
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perated ſo ſtrongly upon his Appetite, that 
he went in. That there were among 
other Things a Rump of Beef, and ſome 
Salmon. Of the Beef he ordered a Steak 
for himſelf; but, ſays he, let Duncan 
have ſome Salmon. To be ſhort, the 
Cook, who attended him, humoured the 
Jeſt, and the Maſter's eating was ight- 
Pence, and Duncan's came to almoſt as 
many Shillings. e | 


I was ſpeaking of Proviſions in this 
Town according to the ordinary Markets, 
but their Prices are not always ſuch to us. 
There are two or three People, not far 
from the Town, who having an Eye to 
our Meſs, employ themſelves, now and 
then, in fattening Fowls, and ſometimes 
a Turky, a Lamb, &c. theſe come very 
near, if not quite, as dear as they are in 


London, 


| I ſhall conclude this Letter with an 
Incident, which, I confeſs, is quite fo- 
L 3 © reign 
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reign to my preſent Purpoſe, but my con. 
tribute to my main Deſign, 


81 NCE my laſt, as I was paſſing along 

the Street, I ſaw a Woman fitting, with 
a young Child lying upon her Lap, over 
which ſhe was crying, and lamenting, as 
in the utmoſt Deſpair, concerning it. At 
firſt T thought it was Want, but found ſhe 
was come from Fort Villiam, and that 
the Miniſters, here, had refuſed to chriſ- 
ten her Child, becauſe ſhe did not know 
who was the Father of it. Then ſhe re- 
newed her Grief and hanging down her 
Head over the Infant ſhe talked to it, as 
if it muſt certainly be damned if it ſhould 
die without Baptiſm. To be ſhort, ſe- 
veral of us together prevailed to have the 
Child chriſtened ; not that we thought 
the Infant in Danger, but to relieve the 
Mother from her freadful Apprehen- 
ſions, 


1 TAKE this Refuſal to be partly po- 
litical, and uſed as a Means whereby to 
find 
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find out the Male Tranſgreſſor. But that 


Knowledge would have been to little 


Purpoſe, in this Caſe, it being a Regimen- 


tal Child: and, indeed, this was our prin- 
cipal Argument; for any Diſpute againſt 
the eſtabliſhed Rules of the Kirk would 
be deemed Impertinence, if not Propha- 
neſs, 


"ER plain re that the 
Engliſb ſince the Union 


i 7 
x have inhanced the Rates 


extravagant Prices; and 
I muſt own, in particular, there has been 
Seven-pence or Eight-pence a Pound given 
by ſome of them for Beef or Mutton that 


has been well fed and brought to them 
early in the Seaſon. But the Towns- 


people are not ſo nice in the Quality of 
theſe Things; and to ſome the Meat is 
good enough, if it will but ſerve for Soup, 


As 


of every Thing by giving 


-<£S om 
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As to their Complaint, I would know 
what Injury it is to the Country in general, 
that Strangers, eſpecially, are laviſh in 
their Expences ; does it not cauſe a greater 
Circulation of Money among them ? and 
that too brought from diſtant Places, to 


which but a very ſmall Part of it ever re- 
turns. 85 


BUT it is in vain to tell theſe People, 


that the extraordinary Cheapneſs of Pro- 


viſions is a certain Token of the Poverty 
of a Country ; for that would infinuate 
they are Gainers by the Union, which 


they cannot bear to hear of. 


As an Inſtance of the low Price of 
Proviſions formerly, I have been told by 


ſome old People, that at the Time of the 


Revolution, General Mackay was ac- 


cuſtomed to dine at one of theſe Publick 


Houſes, where he was ſerved with great 
Variety, and paid only two Shillings and 


Six-pence Scots, that is, Two-pence Half- 
penny for his Ordinary. | 


WIEN 
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WurN I was ſpeaking of Game and 
Wild-Fowl in my laſt Letter, it did not 
occur to me to have often heard in this 
Country of an old Scottiſb Act of Parlia- 
ment for Encouragement to deſtroy the 
Green-Plover or Peuit, which (as ſaid) 
is therein called the ungrateful Bird: For 
that it came to Scotland to breed, and then 
returned to England with its Voung to 
feed the Enemy. But I never could ob- 
tain any Satisfaction in this Point, altho' 
a certain Baronet in the Shire of Roſs 
(who is an Advocate or Counſellor at 
Law) mentioned it to me, at his own 
Houſe in that Country, as a Thing cer- 
tain. And he ſeemed then to think he 
could produce the Act of Parliament, or, 


| | at leaſt, the Title of it in one of his Ca- 
bw talogues. But he ſought a long while to 
il no Purpoſe, which, as well as my own 
| Reaſon, made me conclude there was no- 


thing in it; though, at the ſame Time, 
it was Matter of Wonder to me, that the 
| Knight ſhould ſeem ſo poſitive he could 
I | | roduce 
| 1 
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produce Evidence of a Fact, and earneſtly | 
ſeek it, which, if found, would have 


been an undeniable Ridicule upon the 


Legiſlature of his own Country. 


Wu Ar Kind of Food this Bird is, I 
do not know]; for although I have ſhot 


many of them here, I never made any 


other Uſe of them, than to pluck off the 


Crown, or Creſt, to busk my Flies for 
Fiſhing, and gave the Bird to the next 
poor Highlander I met withal ; but per- 


haps you may have partaken of this Ad- 


vantage, which was ſo much envied by 
the Scots, according to the Tradition. 


Iwo p, but cannot, forbear to give 
you, en paſſant, a Specimen of this High- 
land Baronet's Hoſpitality at the Time 


| above-mentioned. 


Hex had kind me both at Irverneſs 
and Edinburgh, and I being out with an 
Engliſh Officer, ſporting near his Houſe, 
$ propited to make him a Viſit, 

AFTER 
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ArTER the Mecting - Compliments 
were over, he called for a Bottle of Wine, 
and when the Glaſs had gone once about, 
Gentlemen, ſays he, pretty abruptly, this 


Wine is not ſo good as you drink at Jy. 


verneſs.— 


WE aſſured him it was, and repeated it 
ſeveral Times, but he {till inſiſted it was 
not, took it away himfelf, and ſet a Bot- 
tle of Ale before us in its Stead, which 
we juſt taſted out of pure Civility ; but 
we were no Loſers by this; for the 
Benefit of Refreſhment by his Wine, af- 


ter Fatigue, would have been the leaſt 


of Trifles, compared with the Diverſion 
we had, in going Home, at this (what 
ſhall T call it) this barefaced - I don't 


no what 


FROM the Proviſions of this Country 
it would be an eaſy natural Tranſition to 
the Cookery, but it might be diſagreea- 
ble; and. it would be almoſt endleſs to 
tell 
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tell you what I know, and have heard 
upon that Subject. I do not mean as to 
the Compoſition of the Diſhes, but the 
Uncleanlineſs by which they are prepared. 
But how ſhould you think it otherwiſe, 
when you recolle& what has been ſaid ot 
the poor Condition of the Female Ser- 
vants? And what would you think to 
have your Dinner dreſſed by one of them? 
I do aſſure you, that, being upon a Journey 
in theſe Parts, hard Eggs have been my 
only Food for ſeveral Days ſucceſſively. 


SHALL I venture at one, only, In- 
ſtance of Cookery ? I will, —and that a 
recent one, and therefore comes firſt to 
Hand ; but it does not come up to many 
others that I know, and are not fit to be 
told to any one that has not an im- 
movable Stomach. 


An Officer, who arrived here a few 
Days ago with his Wife and Son, (a Boy 
of about five or ſix Years old) told me, that 
at a Houſe, not far diſtant from this Place, 

as 
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as they were waiting for Dinner, the 
Child, who had been gaping about the 


Kitchen, came running into the Room, 


and fell a crying, of which the Mother 
asking the Reaſon, he ſobb'd, and faid, 
Mamma, don't eat any of the Greens. 
This occaſioned a further Enquiry, by 
which it appeared, the Maid had been 
wringing the Cale with her Hands, as if 
ſhe was wringing a Diſhclout, and was 


ſetting it up in Pyramids raund' the Diſh 
by Way of Ornament, and that her 


Hands were very dirty, and her Fingers 
in a lamentable Condition with the Itch, 


Soo after the Coleworts were brought 


to Table juſt as the Child had deſcribed 
their Figure and Situation, and the 
Wench's Hands convinced them that 
his whole Complaint was juſt and reaſon- 
able. 5 


Bor I would not be thought by this 
to infinuate, that there is nothing but 
Cleanlineſs in England, for J have heard 

| . of 
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of foul Practices there, eſpecially by the 
Men Cooks in the Kitchens of Perſons of 
Diſtinction: Among whom I was told 
by one, that happening to go into his 
Kitchen, where he had hardly ever been 
before, (probably by ſome Information) 
he obſerved his Cook had ſtuck upon the 
ſmoaky Chimney-Piece a large Lump of 
Butter, and (like the Pot of Pigeons at 


| Kelſo) had raked Part of it off with his 


Fingers by Handfuls, as he had Occaſion 
to throw them into the Sauce- pan. 


We have one great Advantage that 
makes Amends for many Inconveniencies, 
that is, wholſome and agreeable Drink, 
I mean French Claret, which is to be 
met with almoſt every where in Publick 
Houſes of any Note, except in the Heart 
of the Highlands, and ſometimes even 
there ; but the Concourſe of my Country- 
men has raiſed the Price of it confidera- 
bly. At my- firſt coming, it was but 
dixteen- pence a Bottle, and now it is 


raiſed to two Shillings, although there be 


no 
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no more Duty paid upon it now than there 
was before, which, indeed, was often 


none at all. 


French Brandy, very good, is about 


three Shillings and Sixpence or four Shill- 


ings a Gallon, but in Quantities, from 
hovering Ships on the Coaſt, it has been 
bought for Twenty-pence, 


LiMons are ſeldom wanting here, fo 
that Punch, for thoſe that like it, is very 


reaſonable, but few care to drink it, as 


thinking the Claret a much better Liquor, 
in which I agree with them. 


Tur Rx lives in our Neighbourhood at 


a Houſe (or Caſtle) called Culloden, a 
Gentleman whoſe Hoſpitality is almoſt 
without Bounds. It is the Cuſtom of 
that Houſe, at the firſt Viſit or Introduc- 
tion, to take up your Freedom by Crack- 
ing hisNut (as he terms it) that is, a Coco- 


ſhell which holds a Pint filled with Cham- 


pain, or ſuch other Sort of Wine as you 
(hall 
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ſhall chuſe. You may gueſs by the In- 
troduction, at the Contents of the Volumn: 
Few go away ſober at any Time; and for 
the greateſt Part of his Gueſts, in the 
Concluſion, they cannot go at all. . 


 Ta1s he partly brings about by art= 
fully propoſing (after the Publick Healths 


which always imply Bumpers) ſuch private 


ones as he knows will pique the Intereſt 
or Inclination of each particular Perſon of 
the Company whoſe Turn it is to take 
the Lead, to begin it in a Brimmer; and 
he himſelf being always cheerful, and 
ſometimes ſaying good Things, his Gueſts 
ſoon loſe their Guard, and then -I 
need ſay no more, 


Fox my own Part, I ſtipulated with 
him, upon the firſt Acquaintance, for the 
Liberty of retiring when I thought conve- 
nient ; and, as Perſeverance was made a 
Point of Honour, that I might do it with- 
out Reproach. a 


Vor. J. M As 
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As the Company are diſabled one after 
another, two Servants, who are all the 
while in Waiting, take up the Invalids 
with ſhort Poles in their Chairs, as they 
ſit, (if not fallen down) and carry them to 


their Beds; and ſtill the Hero holds out. 


I REMEMBER, one Evening, an Eng- 
ib Officer who has a good deal of Hu- 

mour, feigned himſelf drunk, and acted 
His Part fo naturally, that is was difficult 
to diſtinguiſh it from Reality ; upon 
which the Servants were preparing to take 
him up, and carry him off. He let them 
alone 'till they had fixed the Machine, 
and then raiſing himſelf up on his Feet, 


made them a ſneering Bow, and told 


them he believed there was no Occaſion 
for their Aſſiſtance ; whereupon one of 
them, with Sang fro:d and a ſerious Air, 
ſaid, no Matter Sir, we ſhall have you by 
and by. This Laird keeps a plentiful 
Table, and excellent Wines of various 
Sorts and in great Quantities, as, indeed, 

e . he 
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he ought, for I have often ſaid I thought 


there was as much Wine ſpilt in his Hall, 
as would content a moderate F amily. We 
gave to a Hound-Puppy that is now 
pretty well grown, in Honour of him, 
the Name of Bumper : Another we call'd 
Nancy, after our moſt celebrated Toaſt ; 


ſo that, ſhortly, in our. -agereſt Chace, we 
{ſhall remember Love and the Bottle 
Lou know to what this alludes. 


I THINK a Pack of Hounds were ne- 
ver kept cheaper than here (as you may 


believe from the Mortality of Horſes I 


have already mentioned) or that there is 
better Hare Hunting in any Part of Bri- 


lain than hereabouts ; though it be pretty 


rough Riding in ſome Places, and the 
Ground moſtly hilly. We never go far 
from the Town, or beat long for the 
Game, or, indeed have much Regard to 
Seaſons, for none here trouble themſelves 
about it, inſomuch that we might hunt at 
any Time of the Year without Cenſure. 


Yet J have heard of a Gentleman of this 


M 2 Country, 
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As the Company are diſabled one after 
another, two Servants, who are all the 
while in Waiting, take up the Invalids 
with ſhort Poles in their Chairs, as they 


ſit, (if not fallen down) and carry them to 


their Beds; and ſtill the Hero holds out. 


T REMEMBER, One Evening, an Eng- 
Iiſh Officer who has a good deal of Hu- 


mour, feigned himſelf drunk, and acted 
his Part ſo naturally, that is was difficult 
to diſtinguiſh it from Reality ; upon 
which the Servants were preparing to take 
him up, and carry him off. He let them 
alone till they had fixed the Machine, 
and then raiſing himſelf up on his Feet, 
made them a ſneering Bow, and told 
them he believed there was no Occaſion 
for their Aſſiſtance; whereupon one of 
them, with Sang froid and a ſerious Air, 
ſaid, no Matter Sir, we ſhall have you by 


and by. This Laird keeps a plentiful 


Table, and excellent Wines of various 
Sorts and in great Quantities, as, indeed, 
| . he 
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he ought, for I have often ſaid I thought 
there was as much Wine ſpilt in his Hall, 
as would content a moderate Family. We 
gave to a Hound-Puppy that is now 


pretty well grown, in Honour of him, 
the Name of Bumper: Another we call'd 


Nancy, after our moſt celebrated Toaſt ; 
ſo that, ſhortly, in our. -agereſt Chace, we 


ſhall remember Love and the Bottle 
You know to what this alludes. 


1 THINK a Pack of Hounds were ne- 


ver kept cheaper than here (as you may 


believe from the Mortality of Horſes I 


have already mentioned) or that there is 
better Hare Hunting in any Part of Bri- 


lain than hereabouts ; though it be pretty 
rough Riding in ſome Places, and the 
Ground moſtly hilly. We never go far 


from the Town, or beat long for the 
Game, or, indeed have much Regard to 


Seaſons, for none here trouble themſelves 
about it, inſomuch that we might hunt at 
any Time of the Year without Cenſure. 


Yet I have heard of a Gentleman of this 


M 2 Country, 
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Country, who was ſo ſcrupulous a Sportſ- 
man, that when Word was brought him 
that his Servant was drowned in paſſing a 
Highland Ford—he cried out, I thought 
the Fellow would come to an untimely 
End For he ſhot a Hare in her Form! 


IN ſome Parts, within leſs than ten 
Miles of us near the Coaſt, the Hares are 
in ſuch Numbers there is but little Diver- 
fion in Hunting, for one being ſtarted ſoon 
turns out a freſh one; then the Pack is 
divided and muſt be called off, &c. inſo- 
much that a whole Day's Hunting has 
been intirely fruitleſs. The Country- 
People are veiy forward to tell us where 
the Maukin is, as they call a Hare, and 
are pleaſed to fee them deſtroyed, becauſe 
they do Hurt to their Cale-Yaords. 


Brs1DEs the Hares, there are Num- 
bers of Foxes, but they take to the Moun- 
tains, which are rocky, and ſometimes 
inacceſſable to the Dogs, of which ſeveral 
have been loſt by falling from Precipices 

| in 
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in the Purſuit ; for the Fox in his Flight 


takes the moſt dangerous Way. But 
when we happen to kill one of them, it is 


carried Home through the Bleſſings of the 


People, like a dangerous Captive in a 
Roman Triumph. 


In this little Town, there are no leſs 
than Four natural Fools. There are 
hardly any crooked People (except by 
Accidents) becauſe there has been no Care 
taken to mend their Shapes when they 


were young. 


Tu Beggars are numerous, and ex- 
ceedingly importunate for there is no 
Pariſh-Allowance to any, 


THrave been told, that before the 
Union, they never preſumed to aſk for 


more than a Bodle or the ſixth Part of a 
Penny, but now they beg for a Baubee or 
HFalf- penny. And ſome of them, that 


they may not appear to be ordinary Beg- 
gars, tell you it is to buy Snuff. Yet ſtill 
| M 3 it 
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it is common for the Inhabitants, (as I 
have ſeen in Edinburgh) when they have 
none of the ſmalleſt Money, to ſtop in 
the Street, and giving a Half-penny, take 


from the Beggar a Plack, i. e. two Bo- 


dles,or the third Part of a Penny in Change. | 
Yet although the Beggars frequently re- 

ceive ſo ſmall an Alms from their Bene- 
factors, I don't know how it is, but they 
are generally ſhod when the poor work- 


ing Women go barefoot. But here are 
no idle young Fellows and Wenches beg- 


ing about the Streets, as with you in Lon— 
don, to the Diſgrace of all Order, and, as 
the French call it, Police. By the Way, 


this Police is ſtill a great Office in Schl. 


land, but as they phraſe it, is grown into 
Dijuetude, though the Salleries remain. 


HAVING mentioned this Prench Ward 
more by Accident than Choice, I am 


tempted (by Way of Chat) to make 


Mention likewiſe of a Frenchman, who 
underſtood a little Engliſb. 


COON 
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| So0N der his Arrival in London, he 
had obſerved a good deal of Dirt and 
Diſorder in the Streets, and aſking about 


the Police, but finding none that under- 


ſtood the Term, he cryed out, Good 
Lord! how can one expect Order among 


theſe People, who have not ſuch a Word 


as Police in their Language. 


By what I have ſeen, the People, here, 


are ſomething cleaner in their Houſes than 


in other Parts of this Country where I 
have been; yet I cannot ſet them up as 


Patterns of Cleanlineſs, 


Bo r in mere Juſtice to a Laird's Lady, 
my next door Neighbour, I muſt tell you, 


that in her Perſon and every Article of her 


Family, there is not, I believe, a cleaner 


Woman in all Britain ; and there may 
be others the ſame, for ought I know, 
but I never had the Satisfaction to be ac- 
quainted with them. 
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1I$HALL not enter into Particulars, 
only they are, for the moſt Part, very 
cautious of wearing out their Houſhold 
Utenſils of Metal, inſomuch that I have 
ſometimes ſeen a Pewter Veſſel to drink 
out of, not much unlike in Colour to a 
Leaden Pot to preſerve Tobacco or Snuff, 


I was one Day. greatly diverted with 
the grievous Complaint of a neighbouring 
Woman, of whom our Cook had bor- 
rowed a Pewter Pudding-pan (for we had 
then formed a Meſs in a private Lodging) 
and when we had done with it, and ſhe 
came for her Diſh, ſhe was told by the 
Servants below-ſtairs that it ſhould be 
cleaned, and then ſent Home. 


Tris the Woman took to be ſuch an 
Intended Injury to her Pan, that ſhe cry'd 
out—Lord ! you'll wear it out ! and then 
came up Stairs to make her Complaint to 
us, which ſhe did very earneſtly. 


WI 
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W perceived the Jeſt, and, gravely 
told her, it was but reaſonable and civil, 
ſince it was borrowed, to ſend it Home 
clean. This did not at all content her, 
and ſhe left us; but, at the Foot of the 
Stairs, ſhe peremptorily demanded her 
Movable, and when ſhe found it had been 
ſcoured before it was uſed, ſhe loſt all 
Patience, ſaying, ſhe had had it fifteen 
Years, and it never had been ſcoured be- 
fore. And ſhe ſwore ſhe would never 


lend it again to any of our Country. But 


why not to any? ſure the Woman in her 
Rage intended that ſame any as a National 
 Reflexton, And without a Jeſt, I verily think 
it was as much ſo, as ſome Words I have 
heard over a Bottle, from which fome 
wrong-headed, or rather rancorous Cox- 
combs, have wreſted that malicious Infe- 


rence, though, at the ſame Time, the Af- 
front was not diſcovered by any other of the 


Company. But this does not happen fo 
often with them on this Side the Troced, 


as in London, where I have known it to 


have 
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% LE T TE R vi. 
have been done ſeveral Times, apparently 
to raiſe a Querelle d Allemand. 


Nor only here, but in other Parts of 
Scotland, IJ have heard ſeveral common 
Sayings very well adapted to the Inclina- 
tion of the Pcople to ſave themſelves 
Pains and Trouble. As for one Inſtance, 
—A clean Kitchen is a Token of poor 
Houſekeeping. Another is, If a Family 


removes from a Houſe, and leaves it in a 
clean Condition, the ſucceeding Tenant 


will not be fortunate in it. Now I think 
it is intended the Reverſe of both theſe 
Proverbs ſhould be underſtood, viz. That 
a foul Kitchen is a Sign of a plentiful 


Table, (by which one might conclude 


that ſome live like Princes) and that a 
dirty Houſe will be an Advantage to him 


that takes it. But I ſhall give you an 


Example, of the Fallacy of both theſe _ 
Maxims, 7. e. from a filthy Kitchen with- 
out much Cookery, and the new Tenant's 
ill Fortune to be at the Expence of ma- 
king a dirty Houſe clean, (I cannot fay 

| - ſweet). 
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ſweet) and paying Half a Year's Rent 
without having any Benefit from it; this 
happened to a Friend of mine. 


Some few Years ago, he thought it 
would be his Lot to continue long in the 
Lowlands, and accordingly he took a 
Houſe (or Floor) within Half a Quarter 
of a Mile of Edinburgh, which was then 
about to be left by a Woman of Diſtinc- 
tion, and it not bcing thought proper he 
ſhould ſee the ſeveral Apartments while 
the Lady was in the Houſe, (for he 
might judge of them by thoſe beneath) 
he, immediately after her Removal, went 
to view his Bargain. The Floor of the 
Room, where ſhe ſaw Company, was 
clean, being rubbed every Morning, ac- 


cording to Cuſtom, but the Inſides of the 


Corner Cupboards, and every other Part 
out of Sight, was in a dirty Condition 


but when he came to the Kitchen, he 


was not only diſguſted at the Sight of it, 
but ſick with the Smell, which was intole- 


rable he could not ſo much as gueſs 
whether 
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whether the Floor was Wood or Stone, 
it was covered over ſo deep with accumu- 
lated Greaſe and Dirt mingled together; 
the Drawers under the Table looked as 
if they were almoſt tranſparent with 
Greaſe; the Walls near the Servants Ta- 
ble, which had been white, were almoſt 
covered with Snuff ſpit againſt it; and 
Bones of Sheeps Heads lay ſcattered un- 
der the Dreſſer. „ 


H Is new Landlord was (or affected to 
be) as much moved with the Stench as 
he himſelf, yet the Lodging Apartment 
of the two young Ladies adjoined to this 
odoriferous Kitchen. 


WIL, he hired two Women to cleanſe 
this Augean Part, and bought a vaſt 
Quantity of ſweet Herbs wherewith to 
rub it every where, and yet he could not 
bear the Smell of it a Month afterwards: 


Of all this I was myſelf a Witneſs, 


_ You 
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You know very well that a thorough 
Neatneſs, both in Houſe and Perſon, re- 
quires Expence; and therefore ſuch as 
are in narrow Circumſtances, may rea- 
ſonably plead an Excuſe for the Want of 
it. But when Perſons of Fortune will 
ſuffer their Houſes to be worſe than Hog 
ities, I do not ſee how they differ, in that 
Particular, from Hottentots ; and they 
certainly deſerve a verbal Puniſhment, 
though I could very willingly have been 


excuſed from being the Executioner, But 


this is only to you ; yet, if it were made 


Publick, (reſerving Names) I think it 
might be ſerviceable to ſome, in what- 


ever Part of this Iſland they may be. 


As to myſelf, I profeſs I ſhould eſteem 


it as a Favour rather than an Offence, 


that any one would take the Trouble to 


hold up a Mirrour to me, in which I 
could ſee where to wipe off thoſe Spots 
that would otherwiſe render me ridicu- 


lous. | 
I HALL 
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whether the Floor was Wood or Stone, 


it was covered over ſo deep with accumu- 
lated Greaſe and Dirt mingled together; 
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if they were almoſt tranſparent with 


Greaſe; the Walls near the Servants Ta- 
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covered with Snuff ſpit againſt it; and 
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Of all this I was myſelf a Witneſs. 
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n | WY | WEST | b — — 1 * Sad” TIS 8 1 


LETTER vn. 173 


Vo know very well that a thorough 
Neatneſs, both in Houſe and Perſon, re- 
quires Expence; and therefore ſuch as 
are in narrow Circumſtances, may rea- 
ſonably plead an Excuſe for the Want of 
it. But when Perſons of Fortune will 
ſuffer their Houſes to be worſe than Hog- 
ities, I do not ſee how they differ, in that 
Particular, from Hottentots ; and they 
certainly deſerve a verbal Puniſhment, 
though I could very willingly have been 
excuſed from being the Executioner, But 
this is only to you ; yet, if it were made 
Publick, (reſerving Names) I think it 
might be ſerviceable to ſome, in what- 
ever Part of this Iſland they may be. 


As to myſelf, I profeſs I ſhould eſteem 
it as a Favour rather than an Offence, 
that any one would take the Trouble to 
hold up a Mirrour to me, in which I 
could ſee where to wipe off thoſe Spots 
that would otherwiſe render me ridicu- 


lous. 
I HALL 
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IsHALL only trouble you with one 


more of theſe ſaving Sayings, which is, 


That if the Butter has no Hairs in it, the 
Cow that gave the Milk will not thrive. 


But, on this Occaſion, I cannot forbcar 


to tell you, (it falls out fo @ propos) that 


an Engliſh Gentleman, in his Way hither, 
had ſome Butter ſet before him, in which 


were a great Number of Hairs ; wherc- 
upon he called to the Landlady. defiring 


ſhe would bring him ſome Butter upon one 


Plate, and the Hairs upon another, and 


he would mix them himſelf, for he 


thought there were too many, in Propor- 


tion, for the Quantity of Butter that was 


before him. 


Some of the Inns in theſe remote 


Parts, and even far South of us, are not 


very inviting ; your Chamber (to which 
you ſometimes enter from without Doors, 
by Stairs as dirty as the Street) is ſo far 
from having been waſhed, it has hardly 
ever been ſcraped, and it would be no 
Wonder 
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Wonder if you ſtumbled over Clods of 


dried Dirt in going from the Fire Side to 


the Bed, under which there often is Lum- 
ber and Duſt, that almoſt fill up the 
Space between the Floor and the Bed- 
ſtead. But it is nauceous to ſee the Walls 
and Infide of the-Curtains ſpotted, as if 
every one that had lain there had ſpit ſtreight 


forward in whatever Poſition they lay. 


LEONARDO aa Vinci, a celebrated 


Painter, and famous for his Skill in other 
Arts and Sciences, in a Treatiſe written 
by himſelf on the Art of Painting, ad- 


viſes thoſe of his Profeſſion to contem- 
plate the Spots on an old Wall, as a 
Means to revive their latent Ideas. And 
he tells them they may thereby create 
new Thoughts, which might produce 
ſomething purely Original. I doubt not 


he meant, in the ſame Manner as People 


fancy they ſee Heads and other Images in 
a decaying Fire. This Precept of his 
has, ſometimes, came in my Mind, when 
I caſt my Eye on the various Forms and 

Colours 


| 
| 


ble, and never ſhew the leaſt Uneaſineſs 
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Colours of the Spots I have been ſpeak« 
ing of, and a very little Attention hag 
produced the Effect Pn FR the 
Painter. 


My Landlord comes into the Room, 


uninvited, and, though he never ſaw you 


before, fits himſelf down and enters into 
Converſation with you, and is ſo ſociable 
as to drink with you ; and many of them 
will call, when the Bottle is out, for 
another ; but, like mine Hoſt at Kelſo, 
few will ſtir to fetch any Thing that is 
wanting. 


TH1s Behaviour may have been made, 
by Cuſtom, familiar to their own Coun- 
trymen ; but I wonder they do not con- 


fider, that it may be diſagreeable to 


Strangers of any Appearance, who have 
been uſed to treat their Landlords in quite 
another Manner, even permitting an Inn- 
keeper, worth Thouſands, to wait at Ta- 


at 
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at his Humility: But it N 70 be faid he 


was no Gentleman. 


Pair of Family; in mean People, 
is not peculiar to this Country, but is to 
be met with in others; and indeed it 
ſeems natural to Mankind, when they are 
not poſſeſſed of the Goods of Fortune, to 
ſigue themſelves upon ſome imaginary 
Advantage. Upon this Remark, I ſhall 
ſo far anticipate (by Way of Poſtſcript) 
my Highland Account, as to give-you a 
low Occurrence that happened when I 
was laſt among the Hills, 8 

A YOUNG „ aa in Rags, and 
only the Baſtard Daughter of a Man 
very poor, and employed as a Labourer, 
but of a Family ſo old, that, with Re- 
ſpect to him and many. others, it was 
quite worn out. This Girl was taken in, 
by a Corporal's Wife, to do any dirty 
Work in an Officer's Kitchen; and, ha.. 
ving been guilty of ſome Fault or Neg- 
lect, was treated a little roughly: Where- 
upon the neighbouring Highland Women 
. 9 N loudly 
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loudly clamoured againſt the Cook, ſay- 
ing, What a Monſter is that to mal-treat 
a Gentleman's Bearne ! And the poor 
Wretch's Reſentment was beyond Ex- 
preſſion upon that very Account, 


78 I have, in Point of 
Time, till the laſt Poſt, 
been perfectly punctual 
in this my tatling Cor- 
reſpondence, though not 
bd ſo exact in my Letters 
upon other Subjects, you may, poſſibly, 
expect I ſhould give you a Reaſon for this 


Failure, at leaſt I am myſelf inclined to 5 


do ſo. 


SEVERAL of us (the Engliſh) have 
been, by Invitation, to dine with an emi- 
nent Chief, not many Miles from hence, 
in the Highlands, but I do aſſure you it 


N 2 5 Was 
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was his Importunity (the Effect of his 


Intereſt) and our own Curioſity, , more 
than any particular Inclination, that indu- 
ccd us to a Compliance. 


=, ſet out carly in the Morning, with- 
out Guide or Interpreter, and paſſed a 


pretty wide River into the Country of 


Roſs, by a Boat that we feared would fall 
to Pieces in the Paſſage. This Excurſion 


was made in order to a ſhort Viſit on that 


Side the Murray Frith, and to lengthen 


out the Way, that we might not be too 
early with our noble Holſt. 


Oun firſt Viſit being diſpatched, we 
changed our Courſe, and, as the Sailor 


ſays, flood directly, as we thought, for 


the Caſtle of our Inviter ; but we ſoon 
ſtrayed out of our Way among the Hills, 
- where there was nothing but Heath, Bogs, 


and Stones, and no viſible Tract to direct 


us, it being acroſs the Country. 


In 
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| In our Way we enquired of three ſeveral 


Highlanders, but could get nothing from 


them but Haniel Saſſan Ugget. We named 


the Title of our Chief, and pointed with 
the Finger, but he was known to none of 
them, otherwiſe than by his Patronimich, 
which none of us knew at that Time. 


(I ſhall have ſomething to fay of this 
Word, when I come to ſpeak of the 


Highlands in General.) But if we had 
been never ſo well acquainted with his 
Anceſtry Name, it would have ſtood us 


in little Stead, unleſs we had known like- 
wife, how to perſuade ſome one of thoſe 


Men to ſhew us the Way. At length we . 
happened to meet with a Gentleman, as 
I ſuppoſed, becauſe he ſpoke Engliſb, and 


he told us we muſt go Weſt 2 Piece 
(though there was no Appearance of the 
oun) and then incline to the North ; that 


then we were to go along the Side of a 
Hill, and aſcend another (which to us was 


then unſeen) and from the Top of it we 
ſhould ſee the Caſtle, 
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I 6H0ULD have told you, that in this 
Part of our Peregrination, we were upon 
the Borders of the Mountains only ; and 


the Hills, for the moſt Part, not much 


_— than Hampſtead « or H. igbgate. 


No ſooner had he given us this con- 


fuſed Direction, but he ſkipped over a lit- 
tle Bog, that was very near us, and left 


us to our perplexed Conſultations. How- 
ever, at laſt we gained the Height ; but 


when we were there, one of our Company 
began to curſe the Highlander for decciy- 
ing us, being prepoſſeſſed with the Notion 
of a Caſtle, and ſeeing only a Houſe hardly 


fit for one of our Farmers of fifty Pounds 
a Year; and in the Court-Yard a Parcel 
of low Out-houſes, all built with Turf, 


like other Highland Hutts. 


Wren we approached this Ca//e, our 
Chief, with ſeveral Attendants, (for he 


had ſeen us on the Hill) came a little 


Way to meet us; gave us a Welcome, 
and 


— — 
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| and conducted us into a Parlour pretty 
well furniſhed. 


ArTER ſome Time, we had Notice 
given us that Dinner was ready in an- 
other Room, where we were no ſooner 
fat down to Table, but a Band of Muſick 
ſtruck up in a little Place out of Sight, 
and continued Playing all the Time of 
Dinner. 


THESE concealed Muſicians he would 


have had us think were his conſtant Do- 


meſticks ; but I ſaw one of them ſome 
Time after Dinner, by mere Chance, 
whereby I knew they were brought from 
this Town to regale us with more re Mag- 
nificence. 


' Ov Entertainment conſiſted of a great 
Number of Dithes, at a long Table, all 


brought in under Covers, but almoſt cold. 
What the greateſt Part of them were I 
could not tell, nor did I enquire, for they 
were diſguiſed after the French Manner ; 
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but there was placed next to me a Diſh, 
which I gueſſed to be boiled Beef; I fay 
that was my Conjecture, for it was cover. 
ed all over with ſtewed Cabbage, like a 


ſmothered Rabbit, and over all a Deluge 


of bad Butter. 


WIN I had removed ſome of the In- 
cumbrance, helped myſelf, and taſted, I 
found the Pot it was boiled in had given 
it too high a Goũt for my Palate, which 

is always inclined to plain Eating, | 


I THz deſired one of the Company to 
help me to ſome Roaſted Mutton which 
was, indeed, delicious, and therefore 
ſerv'd very well for my Share of all this 
inelegant and oſtentatious Plenty. 


WE had very good Wine, but did not 
drink much of it; but one Thing I ſhould 
have told you, was intolerable, viz. 'The 
Number of Highlanders that attended at 
Table, whoſe F cet and foul Linnen or 

Woolen, 


6 
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Woolen, I dont know which, were more 
than a Match for the Odour of the Diſhes. 


TE Converſation was greatly engroſſ⸗ 
ed by the Chief, before, at, and after 


Dinner; but I do not recolle& any Thing 
was ſaid that is worth repeating. | 


THERE were, as we went home, ſe- 
veral Diſcants upon our Feaſt ; but I re- 
member one of our Company faid he had 


taſted a Pye, and that many a Peruke 
had been baked in a better Cruſt. 


WurN we were returned hither in the 
Evening, we ſupped upon Beef Steaks, 
which ſome, who complained they had 
not made a Dinner, rejoyced over, and 
called them Luxury. 7 


IMAE E little Doubt, but after our 


noble Hoſt had gratified his Oſtentation 


and Vanity, he curſed us in bis Heart for 


the Expence, and that his Family muſt 
ſtarve for a Month to retrieve the Profu- 


ſion: 
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ſion: For this is according to his known 
Character. | 


TowarD the Concluſion of my laſt 
Letter, I gave you ſome Account of the 
Lodging Rooms of many of the Inns in 
this Country, not forgetting my Landlord; 
and now I ſhall deſcend to the Stables, 
which are often wretched Hovels, and, 
inſtead of Straw for Litter, are clogged 
with ſuch an accumulated Quantity of 
Dung, one might almoſt think they re- 
quired another Hercules to cleanſe them. 


There is another Thing very inconve- 
nient to the Traveller which I had omit- 
ted. He is made to wait a moſt unreaſo- 
nable while for every thing, for which he 
has Occaſion. I ſhall give you only one 
Inſtance among a hundred. 


Ar the Blair of Athol, benighted, tir'd 
and hungry, I came to the Inne, and 
was put into a Room without any Light; 
ba a knowing the dilatory Way of thoſe 

People, 
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People, I fat patiently waiting for a Can- 
dle near half an Hour ; at laſt, quite tired 
with Expectation, I called pretty haſtily, 
and I muſt confeſs not without Anger, 
for a Light and ſome Wine: This brought 
in a Servant Maid, who, as uſual, cry'd 
out, What's your wull, I then again told 
her my Wants, but had no other Anſwer 
than, that her Miſtreſs had the Keys, and 
was at Supper, and ſhe could not be diſ- 
turbed. Her Miſtreſs, its true, is a Gen- 
tleawoman, but before ſhe was married 
to the ſtately Beggar, who keeps that 
Houſe, ſhe lived in this Town, and was 
humble enough to draw Two-penny. _ 

THE Two- penny, as they call it, their 
common Ale, the Price of it is Two- 
pence for a Scot's-Pint, which is two 


Quarts. 


IN fliding thus from the Word Two- 
penny, to a Deſcription of that Liquor, 
there came to my Memory a rediculing 
Dfſiertation upon ſuch Kind of Tranſi- 

tions 
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tions in one of the Tatlers; for thoſe 


Books I have with me, which, indeed, 
are here good Part of my Library. 


Tis Liquor 1s diſagreeable to thoſe 
who are not uſed to it, but Time and 
Cuſtom will make almoſt any Thing 


familiar. The Malt, which is dried 


with Peat, Turf or Furzes, gives to the 


Drink a Taſte of that Kind of Fewel : It 


is often drank before it is cold, out of a 
Cap or Coif as they call it; this is a wooden 


Diſh, with two Ears or Handles, about 


the Size of a Tea Sawcer, and as Shallow, 
ſo that a ſteady Hand is neceſſary to carry 
it to the Mouth, and, in Windy Weather, 
at the Door of a Change, I have ſeen the 
Liquor blown into the Drinker's Face, 
This drink is of itſelf apt to give a Di- 
arrhea, and therefore, when the Natives 
drink plentifully of it, they interlace it 
with Brandy or Uſky. X 


1 HAVE been ſpeaking only of the 8 


mon Ale; for in ſome few Gentlemen's 
| Houſes, 


„ x x 
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Houſes, I have drank as good, as I think 


Jever met with in any Part of England, 


but not brewed with the Malt of this 
Country. 


Tur Mention of their capacious Pint 
Pot, which they call a Soup, puts me in 
Mind of Part of a Dialogue between two 
Footmen, one Engliſb the other Scots. 


Says the Engliſh Fellow, ye ſorry Dog, 
your Shilling is but a Penny. Aye, ſays 
Satuny (who it ſeems was a Lover of Ale) 
tis true, but the Deel tak him that has 


the leaſt CO OY 


Tur y tell me, that in Edinburgh, and 
other great Towns where there are con- 
ſiderable Brewings, they put Salt into the 


Drink, which makes it brackiſh and 1 in- 


a 


Tux Natives of this Town ſpeak bet- 


ter Engliſh than thoſe of any other Part 


of Scotland, having learned it originally 
from 
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from the Troops in the Time of Oliver 


| Cronrwell ; but the I:/h Accent that ſome- 


times attends it, is not very — 


Tur Jriſþ Tongue was (I may ſay 
lately) univerſal even in many Parts of the 
Lowlands; and I have heard it from ſe- 


veral in Edinburgh, that before the Union 


it was the Language of the Shire of Fife, 
although that County be ſeparated from 
the Capital only by the Firth of Forth, an 


Arm of the Sea, which from thence is 


but ſeven Miles over. And as a Proof 


they told me, after that Event (the Union) 


it became one Condition of an Indenture, 
when a Youth of either Sex was to be 


bound on the Edinburgh Side of the Wa- 


ter, that the Apprentice ſhould be e 
the Engli ſh Oy 


Tis Town is not ill ſituated for Trade, 

and very well for a Herring Fiſhery in 

particular; but except the Shoals would 

be ſo complaiſant as to ſteer into ſome 

Part of the — Fr ith n near them, they 
| may 
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may remain in Safety from any Attempts 
of our Adventurers: Vet notwithſtanding 
they do not go out to Sea themſelves, they 
are continually complaining of the Dutch, 
who they ſay, with their vaſt Number of 
Buſſes, break and drive the Shoals from 
coming nearer to them. 


ITuxxx was lately a Year in which they 

made a conſiderable Advantage (I think 
they ſay five or ſix Thouſand Pounds) 
from the Quantity of Fiſh, which, as I 
may ſay, fell into their Mouths ; but this 
happens very rarely, and then their Nets 
and Veſſels are in a bad Condition. Their 
Excuſe is, that they are poor; and when 
they have been aſked, Why then does not 
a greater Number contribute to a Stock 
ſufficient to carry on a Fiſhery effectually? 
To this they have anſwered frankly, that 
they could not Truſt one another. 


Sos of the honeſter Sort have com- 
plained, that when they had a good 


Quantity of F iſh to ſend Abroad (for the 
Sake 
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Sake of the Bounty on Salt exported) the 
HFHerrings have not ſwam much thicker in 
the Barrel than they did before in the 
Sea, and this brought their Ships into 
Diſrepute at foreign Markets. 


I HAvE heard, from good Authority, 
of a Piece of Fineſſe that was practiſed 
here, which muſt have been the Pro- 
duct of ſome very fertile Brain, v2. the 
ſcrewing of Wool into a Caſk, and lay- 
ing over it ſome Pieces of pickled Sal- 
mon, ſeparated by a falſe Head, and by 
that Means, and an Oath obtaining the 
Bounty upon Salt exported, as if the 
whole was Salmon, and, at the ſame 
Time, running the Wool ; but to this, 

the Connivance of the Collector of the 
_ Cuſtoms was neceſſary. f 


Tus Fraud (among others) was made 
a Handle to procure the Appointment of 
an Inſpector General at the Salary of 200l. 
per Annum, which was done at the Repre- 


ſentation and Requeſt of a certain M— 
of 


| 
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of P——— who had been, as the Cant 
is, a good Boy for many Years, and ne- 
ver ask'd for any Thing: But at firſt the 
M r made ſtrong Objections to it, as 
it was to be a new-created Place, which 


was generally the Cauſe of Clamour, and 


particularly with Reſpect to the Perſon 
propoſed, who had formerly been con- 
demn'd to be hanged for Perjury, relating 
to the Cuſtoms, and was a Jacobite. But, 


in order to remove all theſe Scruples, the 


Gentleman, who ſolicited the Affair, firſt 


acknowledged all that to be true. But, 
Sir, ſaid he, —— the Laird is familiar 


with the Man's Wife: —Nay then, fays 
the M——r, —he muſt have it. 


Nor long afterwards there was Infor- 


mation given, that a conſiderable Quan- 
tity of Wine and Brandy was run and 
lodged in a Houſe on the North Side of 
the Murray Frith; and the new-made 


Officer applied accordingly for a Serjeant 


and twelve Men to ſupport him in ma- 
king the Seizure. 
VOL. & O BuT 
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Bu r when he arrived at the 83 and 
had poſted his Guard at ſome ſmall Diſt- 
ance from the Houſe, he went in and de- 


clared his Buſineſs: Whereupon the 
Owner told him, that if he proceeded 


further he would ruin him; for that he 


knew of a Sum of Money he had taken, 


on the other Side of the Water, for his 


Connivance at a much greater Cargoe. 


Uro this, with Guilt and Surpriſe, 
the Cuſtom-houſe Officer ſaid, But what 
muſt I do with the Soldiers? Nay, ſays 
the other, do you look to that, 


THEN he went out, and, having mu- 


ſed awhile, he returned in better Spirits, 
and faid—now I have got it—you have 
Fire-Arms I ſuppoſe ? Yes ſays the other; 


then do you arm yourſelf and your Ser- 
vants, and come reſolutely to the Door, 
and ſwear to me, that you will all die 


upon the Spot rather than your Houſe 
* 


tic 


ſhould be ranſacked, unleſs an authentick 
Warrant was produced for that Purpoſe. 


Tris was done, and the Officer im- 
mediately fell to fumbling in his Pockets, 
till he had gone through the whole Order 
of them; and then turning to the Ser- 
jeant, he cried out, What an unfortu- 


nate Dog am I! What ſhall I do?—I_ 


have left my Warrant at Home! To 


conclude, after all this Farce had been 


well acted, he told the Serjeant there 


could nothing be done, by Reaſon of this 


unlucky Accident, but to return to In- 
verneſs, giving him Half a Crown, and to 
each of the Soldiers one Shilling. 


| SomETIME ago Inſurance was the 
Practice which the Royal Exchange ſoon 
diſcovered; but this Imputation was 
brought upon the Town, as I have been 
aſſured, by one ſingle Perſon. 


Bu r what am I talking of? I am men- 
tioning to you four or five illicite Dealers, 
O 2 when 
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when you can tell me of great Part of 
our own Coaſt, where almoſt all Degrees of 
Men are either practiſing, encouraging, 
or conniving at the ſame Iniquity. 


TRE principal Importation of theſe 
Parts conſiſts in Wines, Brandy, Tea, 
Silks, &c. which is no great Advantage 
to thoſe who deal that Way, when their 
Loſſes by bad Debts, Seizures, and other 
Caſualties, are taken into the Account, 

And it is injurious to the Community, by 
_ exchanging their Money for thoſe Commo- 
dities which are conſumed among them- 
ſelves, excepting the Soldiery and a few 
Strangers who bring their Money with them. 


EvERY now and then, by Starts, there 
have been Agreements made, among the 
Landed Men, to baniſh, as much as in 
them lay, the Uſe of Brandy in particu- 
lar. By theſe Contracts they have pro- 
miſed to confine themſelves to their own 
Growth, and to enjoin the ſame to their 
Families, Tenants, and other Depend- 

N ants; 
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ants; but, like ſome ſalutary Laws made 
for the Publick, theſe Reſolutions have 
not been — IRE | 


I wWisn the Reformation ik be 
made for the Good of the Country, (for 
the Evil is univerſal;) but I cannot ſay 


T ſhould even be contented it ſhould ex- 


tend to the Claret, till my Time comes 
to return to England and humble Port, 
of which, if I were but only inclined to 
taſte, there is not one Glaſs to be obtain- 


ed for Love or Money, either here, or in 


any other Part of Scotland, that has fal- 
len within my Knowledge; but this does 
not at all excite my Regret. You will 
ſay I have been giving you, above, a 
pretty Picture of Patriotiſm in Miniature, 
or as it relates to myſelf. 


SOMETIMES they export pretty 
handſome Quantities of pickled Salmon, 
and the Money expended by the Troops 
is a good Advantage to the Town and the 
Country hereabouts; of which they are | 

O 3 ſo 
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ſo ſenſible, that, unlike our own Coun- 
trymen, who think the Soldiery a Burden, 


they have ſeveral Times ſolicited for more 


Companies to be quartered in the Town ; 
though God knows that moſt of the 
Quarters are ſuch, as with you would 
hardly be thought good — for a 
fayourite Dog. 


IT 1s but the other Day that a Grana- 
dier came to the Commanding Officer, and 
begged of him to take a View of his 
Bed, and, with Tears in his Eyes, told 
him he had always been a clean Fellow 
(for thoſe were his Words) but here he 
could not keep himſelf free from Ver- 
min. 


As I happened to be preſent, the Ofti- 
cer defired me to go along with him. I 


did ſo, and what the Man called a Bed, 
proved to be a little Quantity of Straw, 


not enough to keep his Sides from the 
Hardneſs of the Ground, and that too 


laid under the Stairs, very near the Door 
| . 


Soldiers had never been uſed to ſuch 
Lodging, yet their favourite Town's-Peo- 
ple have always been excuſed, and theſe 


moſt wretched Quarters continued to 
them. And I cannot doubt, but this 
has contributed greatly to the Bloody- 


Flux, which ſweeps away ſo many of 


them, that, at ſome Seaſons, for a good 


while together, there has hardly a Day 
paſſed but a Soldier has been buried. 


Thus are they deſirous to make their 
Gains of the poor Men, without any Re- 
gard to their Eaſe or their Health, which 


I think is ſomething to the Purpoſe of a 
profligate Saying I have heard, —Give me 


the Fortune, and let the Devil take the 


Woman. But when the new Barracks 
are compleated, the Soldiers will have 


warm Quarters, and the Town loſe great 


Part of their Profit, by Proviſion made 
for them from more diſtant Parts. 
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of a miſerable Hovel. And though the 
Magiſtrates have often been applied to and 
told, that the very meaneſt among the 
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THERE is one Practice among theſe 
Merchants, which 1s not only political 
but commendable, and not to be met 
with every where, which is, That if a 
Bill of Exchange be drawn upon any one 
of them, and he fails in Caſh to make 
Payment in due Time, in that Caſe the 
reſt of them will contribute to it rather 
than the Town ſhould receive * Diſ- | 
credit. 2 


In a former Letter I took Notice, that 
there are two Churches in this Town, 


one for Engliſh the other for the Ir: 


Tongue. To theſe there are three Mi- 
niſters, each of them, as I am told, at 
one hundred Pounds a Year, 


IT is a Rule, in Scotland, or at leaſt 


is generally underſtood to be ſo, that 


none ſhall have more than that Stipend, 
or any leſs than fifty: Yet I have been 
likewiſe informed, that ſome of the Mi- 
vers in Edinburgh, and other Cities, 
make 


"PF 
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make of it near two Hundred, but how 
the Addition ariſes has not come to my 
Knowledge. What I ſhall ſay of the 
Miniſters of this Town is, that they are 
Men of good Lives and ſober Converſation 


and leſs ſtiff in many indifferent Matters, 


than moſt of their Brethren in other Parts 
of Scotland; and to ſay the Truth, the Scot- 
!iſh Clergy (except ſome rare Examples to 
the contrary) lead regular and unblam- 
able Lives. | | 


Wu ar I have further to ſay on this 
Head ſhall be more general, but nothing 
of this Kind can be applied to all. 


TRE Subjects of their Sermons are, for 
the moſt Part, Grace, Free-Will, Predeſ- 
tination, and other Topicks hardly ever 
to be determined: They might as well 
talk Hebrew to the Common People, and 


I think to any Body elſe. But thou ſhalt 
do no Manner of Work, they urge with 
very great Succeſs. The Text relating to 


Cæſar's Tribute is ſeldom explained, even 
| in 
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in Places where great Part of the Inhabi- 
tants live by the contrary of that Exam- 
ple. In England you know, the Miniſter, 
if the People were found to be negligent 
of their Cloaths when they came to 
Church, would recommend Decency and 
_ Cleanlineſs, as a Mark of Reſpect due to 
the Place of Worſhip ; and indeed, hu- 
manly ſpeaking, it is ſo to one another. 
But on the contrary, if a Woman, in ſome 
Parts of Scotland, ſhould appear at Kirk, 
dreſſed, though not better than at an or- 
dinary Viſit, ſhe would be in Danger of a 
Rebuke from the Pulpit, and of being 
told ſhe ought to purify her Soul, and 
not employ Part of the Sabbath in decking 
out her Body; and I muſt needs ſay, that 
moſt of the Females in both Parts of the 
Kingdom, follow, in that Particular, the 
Inſtructions of their ſpiritual Guides, rei- 
aan 


Tu Miniſter here in Scotland would 
have the Ladies come to Kirk in their 


Plaids, which hide any looſe Dreſs, and 
| 5 their 
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their Faces too, if they will be perſuaded, 


in order to prevent the wandering thoughts 
of young Fellows, and perhaps ſome 


young old ones too. For the Miniſter 


looks upon a well-dreſſed young Woman 


to be an Object unfit to be ſeen in the 


Time of Divine Service, eſpecially if ſhe 


be handſome. 


Tur beforementioned Writer of a 


Journey through Scotland, has borrowed a 
Thought from the Tazler or Spettator, I 
do not remember which of them. 


SPEAKING of the Ladies Plaids=—=— 
« He ſays they are ſtriped with Green, 
Scarlet, and other Colours, which in 
« the Middle of a Church on a Sunday 
« looks like a Parterre de Fleurs, In- 


ſtead of /triped he ſhould have ſaid che- 


: quered, but that would not ſo well agree 


with his Flowers; and I muſt aſk Leave 
to differ from him in the Simile, for at 
firſt I thought it a very odd Sight ; and, 
as to outward Appearance, more fit to be 

compared 
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compared with an Aſſ embly of Horlopuin 


than a Bed of Tulips. 


Bur I am told this Traveller through 
Scotland was not ill paid for his Adulation, 
by the extraordinary Call there has bcen 
for his laſt Volumn. The other two, 
which I am told relate to England, J have 
not ſeen, or did I ever hear their Cha- 
— 7: 5 


Tu v tell me this Book is more com- 


mon in this Country than I ſhall ſay, and 


this, in particular, that I have ſeen, was 


thumbed in the opening where the pretty 
Town of Inverneſs is mentioned, much 


more than the Book we ſaw at a Painter's 


Houſe in Weſtminſter, ſome Years ago; 


which you will remember (to our Diver- 
fion) was immoderately ſoiled in that 
important Part where Mention was m made 


of himſelf. 


OFLaTTERY ! never did any Altar 
ſmoke with ſo much Incenſe as thine. 
TI * 
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Ty Female Votaries fall down re- 
verſed before thee. The Wile, the Great, 
whole Towns, Cities, Provinces, and 
Kingdoms, receive thy Oracles with Joy, 
and even adore the very Prieſts that ſerve 
in thy Temples ! f 
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LETTER IX 


' W IS H theſe Miniſters 
5 would ſpeak oftener, 
and ſometimes more 


— 


To tell the People they may go to 
Hell with all their Morality at their Back: 
This ſurely may inſinuate to weak Minds, 


that it is to be avoided as a Kind of Sin; 


at beſt that it will be of no Uſe to them. 
And then no Wonder they neglect it, and 


ſet their enthuſiaſtick Notions of Grace in 
the Place of Righteouſneſs, This is in 


general, but 1 mult own in particular, 
that 


civilly than I do of 


£ am. FLY 


LITT 
that one of the Miniſters of this Town 
has been ſo careful of the Morals of his 
Congregation, that he earneſtly exhorted 
them from the Pulpit, to fly from the 
Example of a wicked neighbouring Nation. 


 THreir Prayers are often more like 
Narrations to the Almighty, than Petiti- 
ons for what they want; and the Sough, 
as it is called, the Whine, is unmanly, 
and much beneath the Dignity of their 
Subject. 


IEHAvE heard of one Miniſter, fo great 
a Proficient in this Sough, and his Notes 
ſo remarkably flat and productive of Hor- 
ror, that a Maſter of Muſick ſet them to 
his Fiddle: And the Wag uſed to ſay, 
that in the moſt jovial Company, after he 
had played his Tune but once over, there 
was no more Mirth among them, all the 
reſt of that Evening, than if they were 
juſt come out of the Cave of Triphonius. 
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THEIR preaching Extempore expoſes 
them to the Danger of exhibiting undigeſt- 
ed Thoughts and Miſtakes, as indeed it 
might do to any others who make long 


Harangues without ſome previous Study 


and Reflexion. But that ſome of them 
make little Preparation, I am apt to con- 
clude from their immethodical Ramblings. 


I ſhall mention one Miſtake : 1 may 


call it an Abſurdity. 


Tur Miniſter was explaining to his 
Congregation the great Benefits ariſing 
from the Sabbath. He told them it was 
a Means of frequently renewing their Co- 
denant, Or And likewiſe, it was 4a 
worldly Good; as a Day of Reſt for 
themſelves, their Servants, and Cattle. 
Then he recounted to them the different 
Days obſerved in other Religions. As the 


Seventh Day by the Fews, &c. But, ſays 


he, behold the particular Wiſdom of our 
Inſtitution, in ordaining it to be kept on 
_— 


the Frſt: For if it were any other ys 
it would make a broken Week. 


THE Cant is only approved of by the 


Ignorant (poor or rich) into whom it in- 
ſtils a Kind of Enthufiaſm, in moving 
their Paſſions by ſudden Starts of various 
Sounds, They have made of it a Kind 


of Art not eaſy to attain. But People of 
better Underſtanding make a Jeſt of this 


Drollery, and ſeem to be highly pleaſed 


when they meet with its contrary. The 


latter is manifeſt to me by their Judg- 
ment of a Sermon preached at Edinburgh 


by a Scot's Miniſter, one Mr. Wiſhart. 


SEVERAL of us went to hear him, 


and you would not have been better plea- 


ſed in any Church in England. 


TERRE was a great Number of con- 
ſiderable People, and never was there 
a more general Approbation than there 
was among them at going from the Kirk. 
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LETTER 1X 


THIS Gentleman, as I was afterwards 
informed, has ſet before him Archbiſhop 
Tillotſon for his Model; and, indeed, I 
could diſcover ſeveral of that Prelate's 
Thoughts in the Sermon. 


How different was that of another 
Edinburgh Miniſter, who, in one of his 
Sermons, made Uſe of an extraordinary 
Compariſon, ſurely not fit for a Congre- 
zation to hear, vig. Chriſtians, with Re- 


ſpect to Grace, are like a Maid; its hard 


to get it into them, difficult to make them 


keep it, and painful for them to part with 


it. But it may be ſuppoſed, that when 


Mets John had ſtumbled upon the Simile, 


he thought it too 4 propos to be concealed. 


And J have been told, that in explaining 
to a poor Sinner upon the Stool of Re- 
pentance, the Heinouſneſs of the Sin of 


Fornication, ſome of them, in their ex- 
temporary Admonitions, have ſtumbled 


upon Deſeriptions not much tending to 


i}rOnOte Chaſtity in the Congregation. 


ONE 


One of the Miniſters of this Town 


(an old Man who died ſometime ago) 
undertook one Day, to entertain us with 
a Dialogue from the Pulpit relating to the 
Fall of Man, in the following Manner, 
which cannot ſo well be conveyed in 


Writing as by Word of Mouth. 


FIRST he ſpoke in a low Voice. 


AND the L. G. came into the Garden 
and ſaid- 


Then loud and angrily — Adam where 


art? 


Low and humbly——Lo here am I, 


Lord! 


Violently— And what are ye decing 


there? 


With a fearful trembling Accent 
Lord I was nacked, and I hid myſel. 


| Outragiouſly—— Nacked ! And what 


then? Haſt thou eaten, &c, 
P 2 Tunus 
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Tu vs he profanely (without thinking 
it ſo) deſcribed the Omniſcient and Mer- 
ciful Gop in the Character of an angry 
| Maſter, who had not Patience to hear 
what his poor offending Servant had to 
ſay in excuſe of his Fault. And this 
they call ſpeaking in a familiar Way to 
the Underſtandings of the ordinary Peo- 
ple. : | 


Bur perhaps they think what the fa- 
mous Aſtrologer Lilly declared to a Gen- 
tleman who aſked him how he thought 
any Man of good Senſe would buy his 
Predictions ? This Queſtion ſtarted ano- 
ther, which was—What Proportion the 
Men of Senſe bore to thoſe who could 
not be called ſo? And at laſt they were 
reduced to one in twenty. Now, ſays 
the Conjurer, let the nineteen buy my Pro- 
phecies, and then (ſnapping his Fingers) 
That! for your one Man of good Senſe. 


Nor 
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Nor to trouble you with any more 
Particulars of their Oddities from the Pul- 
pit, I ſhall only ſay, that ſince I have 
been in this Country, I have heard fo 
many, (and of ſo many) that I really 
think there is nothing ſet down in the 
Book called Scots Preſbiterian Eloquence, 
but what, at leaſt, is probable : But the 
young Miniſters are introducing a Man- 
ner more decent and reaſonable, which 
irritates the old Stagers againſt them, and 
therefore they begin to preach” at one 
another. 


Ir you happen to be in Company with 
one or more of them, and Wine, Ale, 
or even a Dram is called for, you muſt 
not drink till a long Grace be ſaid over 
it, unleſs you could be contented to be 
thought irreligious and unmannerly. 


SOMETIME after my coming to this 
Country, I had Occaſion to ride a little 
ay with two Miniſters of the Kirk, 
EY and 


„ LETTER IX. 
and as we were paſſing by the Door of a 


Change, one of them (the Weather being 
cold) propoſed a Dram. 


As the Ale-houſe-keeper held it in his 
Hand, I could not conceive the Reaſon 
of their bowing to each other, as Plead- 


ing by Signs to be excuſed, without 
__ one Word. 


T covur p not think they were contend- 
ing who ſhould drink laſt, and myſelf, a a 
Stranger, out of the Queſtion, but in the 
End the Glaſs was forced upon me, and 
I found the Compliment was, which of 
them ſhould give the Preference to the 
other of ſaying Grace over the Brandy, 
For my Part I thought they did not well 
conſider to whom they were about 
to make their Addreſs, when they were 

uſing all this Ceremony one to another 
in his Preſence. And (to uſe their own 
Way of Argument) concluded they would 
not have done it in the Preſence at Sr. 
James 5. 


THEY 
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Ty EY ſcem to me to have but little 
Knowledge of Men, being reſtrained 
from all free Converſation, even in Cof- 


fee-houſes, by the Fear of Scandal, which 
may be attended with the Loſs of their 
Livelihood ; and they are exceedingly 
ſtrict and ſevere upon one another in every 
Thing, which, according to their Way 
of judging, might give Offence. 


No long ago, one of them, as I am 
told, was ſuſpended for having a Shoul- 


der of Mutton roaſted on a Sunday 


Morning ; another for powdering his Pe- 
ruke on that Day. Six or ſeven Years 


ago, a Miniſter, (if my Information be 


right) was ſuſpended by one of the Preſ- 


biteries. The Occaſion this: 


Hz was to preach at a Kirk ſome little 
Way within the Highlands, and {ſet out 
on the Saturday ; but, in his Journey, the 


Nl had ſwelled the Rivers to ſuch a 


P 4 Degree, 
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Degree, that a Ford, which lay in his 
Way, was become N 


a obliged him to take uy his Lod- 
ging for that Night, at a little Hut near 
the River, and getting up carly the next 
Morning, he found the Waters juſt 


enough abated for him to venture a Paſ- 


ſage, which he did with a good deal of 
Hazard, and came to the Kirk in good 
Time, where he found the People aſ- 
ſembled and waiting his Arrival, 


T 11s riding on Horſe-back of a Sun- 


day was deemed a great Scandal. It is 


true, that when this Affair was brought 
by Appeal before the General Aſſembly 
in Edinburgh, his Suſpenſion was remo- 
ved, but not without a good many De- 
bates on the Subject, 


Tnovon ſome Things of this Kind 


are carried too far, yet I cannot but be 
of Opinion, that theſe Reſtraints on the 
Conduct of the Miniſters, which pro- 


duce 


a 
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duce ſo great Regularity among them, 
contribute much to the Reſpect they meet 


with from the People, for although they 
have not the Advantage of any outward 
Appearance, by Dreſs, to ſtrike the Ima- 


gination, or to diſtinguiſh them from 
other Men who happen to wear Black, or 


dark Grey, yet they are, I think I may 
ſay, ten Times more reverenced than © our 
Miniſters ! in England. 


Tai Severity, likewiſe, to the Peo- 
ple, for Matters of little Conſequence, or 
even for Works of Neceſſity, 1 is niet 


extraordinary. 


A POOR Man who lodged in a little 
Houſe where (as I have faid) one Family 
may often hear what is ſaid in another; 
this Man was complained of to the Mini- 


ſter of the Pariſh, by his next Neighbour, 


that he had talked too freely to his own 
Mife, and threatened her with ſuch Uſage, 
as we may reaſonably ſuppoſe ſhe would 


falily forgive, 
IN 
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In Concluſion, the Man was ſentenced 


to do Penance for giving Scandal to his 


Neighbours : A pretty Subject for a Con- 


gregation to ruminate upon 


Tk Informer's Wife, it ſeems, was 


utterly againſt her Huſband's making 


the Complaint, but it was thought ſhe 


might have been the innocent Occaſion of 


it, by ſome provoking Words or Signs 
that bore Relation to the Criminal's Of- 
fence. This was done not far from 
Edinburgh. KD 


One of our more northern Miniſters, 
whoſe Pariſh lies along the Coaft between 
Spey and Findorn, made ſome Fiſhermen 
do Penance for Sabbath-breaking, in going 
out to Sea, though purely with Endea- 
vour to fave a Veſſel in Diſtreſs by a 


Storm. But behold how inconſiſtent with 


this pious Zeal, was his Practice in a Caſc 


relating to his own Profit. 


WHENEVER 


ER 
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WHENEVER the Director of a certain 
Engliſh Undertaking in this Country fell 
ſhort of Silver, wherewith to pay a great 
number of Workmen, and he was there- 
fore obliged, on Pay-Day, to give Gold 
to be divided among ſeveral of them ; 


then this careful Guardian of the Sabbath 


exacted of the poor Men a Shilling for 
the Change of every Guinea, taking that 
exorbitant Advantage of their Neceſſity. 


In Buſineſs, or ordinary Converſation, 
they are, for the moſt Part, complaiſant, 
and, I may ſay, ſupple, when you talk 
with them ſingly ; at leaſt I have found 
them ſo ; but, when collected in a Body 
at a Preſbitery, or Synod, they aſſume a 
vaſt Authority, and make the poor Sin- 


ner tremble. 


Cons TAN TI v attending Ordinances, 

as they phraſe it, is a Means with them 

of ſoftening Vices into mere Frailties; but 
a Per- 
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a Perſon who neglects the Kirk, will find 
but little Quarter. 


| SOMETIME ago two Officers of the | 
Army had tranſgreſſed with two Siſters at 
Sterling : One of theſe Gentlemen ſeldom 


failed of going to Kirk, the other never 
was there. The Affair came to a Hearing 
before a Preſbitery, and the Reſult was, 
That the Girl who had the Child by the 
Kirk-goer was an impudent Baggage, and 
deſerved to be whipped out of the Town, 
for ſeducing an honeſt Man ; and that he 
who never went to Kirk, was an aban- 


_ Wretch for debauching her Siſter. 


WHETHER the ordinary People have 


a Notion that when ſo many holy men | 


meet together upon any. Occaſion, the 
evil Spirits are thereby provoked to be 
miſchievous, or what their whimſical 
Fancy is, I cannot tell ; but it is with 


them a common Saying,—That when the 


_ Clergy aſſemble, the Day is certainly 
tempeſtuous. 


1 
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Ir my Countrymens Diviſion of the 
Year were juſt, there would always be a 
great Chance for it, without any ſuperna- 
tural Cauſe ; for they ſay, in theſe northern 
Parts, the Year is compoſed of nine 
Months Winter, and three Months bad 
Weather ; but I cannot fully agree with 
them in their Obſervation, though, as I. 
have ſaid before, the neighbouring Moun- 
tains frequently convey to us ſuch Winds, 
as may, not improperly, be called Tem- 


peſts, 


Ix one of my Journeys hither, I ob- 
ſerved, at the firſt Stage on this Side Ber- 
wick, a good deal of Scribling upon a 
Window; and, among the reſt, the fol- 
lowing Lines, vis. 


« Scotland ! T hy Weather's like a mo- 

« diſh Wife, 

« Thy Winds and Rains for ever are 
ce at Strife; 

« 80 


tterrn 
« So Termagant, a while her Bluſtet 
ec tries, 


And when ſhe can no o longer ſcold 


« ſhe Cries: 
A. H. 


By the two initial Letters of a Name, 
I ſoon concluded it was your Neighbour 
Mr. Aaron Hill, but wondered at his 
Manner of taking Leave of this Country, 
after he had been ſo exceedingly complai- 
ſant to it, when here, as to compare its 
ſubterraneous Riches with thoſe of Mex: 
ico and Pers, 


THERE is one Thing which I always 
greatly diſapproved, which is ; that when 
any thing is whiſpered, though by few, 
to the Diſadvantage of a Woman's Repu- 


tation, and the Matter be never ſo doubt- | 


ful; the Miniſters are officiouſly buſy to 
find out the Truth, and, by that Means, 
make a Kind of Publication of what, 
perhaps, was only a malicious Surmiſe; 
or, if cd might have been huſhed up. 


But 
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But their ſtirring in it, poſſeſſes the Mind 
of every one, who has any Knowledge of 
the Party accuſed, to' her Diſadvantage : 
And this is done to prevent Scandal! 1 
will not ſay what I have heard others al- 
ledge, That thoſe who are ſo needleſly 
inquiſitive, in Matters of this Nature, 
muſt certainly feel a ſecret Pleaſure in 
ſuch like Examinations. And the Joke 
among the Engliſh 1s, that they highly 
approve of this Proceeding, as it ſerves for 
a Direction where to find a loving Girl 
upon Occaſion, 


I HAvE been told, that if two, or more, 
of theſe Miniſters admoniſh, or accuſe a 
Man, concerning the Scandal of ſuſpected 
Viſits to ſome Woman, and that he, 
through Anger, Peeviſhneſs, Contempt, 
or deſire to ſkreen the Woman's Reputa- 
tion, ſhould ſay; She 7s my Wife ; then 


| the Miniſters will make a Declaration 


upon the Spot to this Purpoſe vi. 


In 


ans LETTER IK: 


Ix the Name of the Father, Son and 


Holy Ghoſt, We pronounce you A. B. 
and C. D. to be Man and Wife ; and the 


Marriage is valid at leaſt ſo far as it relates 


to Scotland; but whether this Kind of 


Coupling would be binding when the 
Parties are in any other Country, has not 
come to my Dein 


Ir a Woman of any Conſideration has 
made a Slip which becomes viſible, and 
her Lover be a Man of ſome Fortune and 

an Inhabitant, the Kirk will ſupport her, 
and oblige him either to marry her, to 
undergo the Penance, or leave the Coun- 
wy. F or the Woman in that Circum- 
ſtance always declares ſhe was deceived 
under Promiſe of Marriage; and ſome of 
them have ſpread their Snares with De- 


ſign, by that Means, to catch a Huſband.* 
Nay 


* Monſ. De St. Evremont, in a Letter to the 


Marquis de Crequi, ſays much the ſame Thing of 


the young unmarried Dab Women, 
Ala 


th 
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4 Nay I have known Engliſh Gentlemen, 
who have been in Government Employ- 


ments, that after ſuch an Affair, have 
been hunted from Place to Place, almoſt 
from one End of Scotland to the other, by 
the Women, who, wherever they came, 
have been favoured by the Clergy, and at 


beſt the Man has got rid of his Embarraſ- 


ment by a Compoſition. And, indeed, it 
is no jeſting Matter; for although his 
Stay in this Country might not be long 
enough to ſee the End of the Proſecution, 


or; by Leave of Abſence, he might get 


away to England, yet the Proceſs being 


carried on from a Kirk Seffion to a Preſbite- 
Ty, and thence to a Synod, and from them to 


« Ala Verits on ne trouve pas a * à la Ga- 
« [anterie des Filles, qu'on leur laiſſe employer 
© bonnement comme une aide innocente a fe pro- 
e curer des Epoux.” That is; It's certain, young 
Maids are not cenſured for granting the laſt Favour 
but are left to uſe it honeſtly, as an innocent Means 
to procure themſelves Husbands. But firſt he 
makes it very rare that they are afterwards teft by 
their Lovers. 


Vor. I: | | Q | : the | 
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the General Aſſembly, which is the der- 


nier Reſort in theſe Caſes; yet from 
thence the Crime and Contempt may be 
_ repreſented above; and how could any 


particular Perſon expect to be upheld in 
the Continuance of his Empleyment, 
againſt ſo conſiderable a Body as a Na- 


tional Clergy, in Tranſgreſſion againſt the 
Laws of the Country, with a Contempt 


of that Authority by which thoſe Laws 
are 8 


I MENTION this, becauſe I have 
heard ſeveral make a Jeft of the Kirk's 
Authority. 


Wurm a Woman has undergone the 
Penance, with an Appearance of Repent- 


ance, ſhe has wiped off the Scandal | 


among all the Godly, and a Female Ser- 


vant, in that regenerated State, is as well | 


received into one of thofe Families, as 
if ſhe had never given a Proof of her 
Frailty. | 


 TuzRE 
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of it by Clamour. 
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THERE is one Kind of Severity of the 
Kirk which I cannot but think very ex- 
traordinary, and that is, the ſhameful Pu- 
niſhment by Penance for Ante- nuptial 


Fornication, as they call it; for the great- 
, eſt Part of Male - Tranſytetfors, that 


Way, when they have gratified their Cu- 
rioſity, entertain a quite 4ferent Opinion 
of the former Object of their Deſire, from 
what they had while ſhe retain'd her In- 


nocence, and regard her with Contempt 


if not with Hatred. And therefore one 
might think it a Kind of Virtue, at leaſt 
Honefty, in the Man who afterwards 
makes the only Reparation he can for the 
Injury done, by marrying the Woman he 
has otherwife brought to Infamy. Now 
may not this publick Shame deter many 
from making that honeſt Satisfaction? 
But the great Offence is againſt the Office, 
which formerly here was the Prerogative 


of the civil Magiſtrate, as well as the 


Miniſter, till the former were joſtled out 


Q 2 THERB 
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TRE happened, a very few Years 


ago, a fatal Inſtance of the Change of 


Opinion above-mentioned. 


A younG Gentleman (if he may de- 
ſerve the Title) made his Addreſſes to the 


only Daughter of a conſiderable Mer- | 
_ chant in a City of the Lowlands; and |} 
ene Evening, as the young People were | 
alone together, being ſuppoſed to be juſt | 
upon the Eve of Marriage, and the young | 
Woman's Father and Mother in the next 


Room, which was ſeparated only by a 
ſlight Partition; the eager Spark made 


his villainous Attempt with Oaths and Im- | 
precations, and uſing the common Plea, | 
that they were already Man and Wife be- | 
fore God, and promiſing the Ceremony | 
ſhould be performed the next Day, and | 
perhaps he meant it at that Inſtant. By | 
theſe Means he put the poor Girl under | 
a Dilemma, either to give herſelf up, or 
by refiſting the Violence, to expoſe her 


Lover to the Fury of her Parents, Thus | 
: ſhe } 


— — ay — — See „ — 1 e 


fc 


TL 
ſhe was—what ſhall 1 ſay—one muſt not 
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| ſay undone, for fear of a Joke, though | 

not from you. And as that Kind of Con- | | 
queſt, once obtained, renders the Van- | | 
quiſh'd a Slave to her Conqueror, the 'W! 

i Wedding was delayed, and ſhe ſoon found | 

| BW herfelf with Child. At length the Time —_ 
came when ſhe was delivered, and in that 


1; W feeble State ſhe begged ſhe might only 
- W ſpeak to her Deceiver, who, with great 
1+ WM Difficulty, was prevailed with to ſee her. 
g | But when ſhe put him in Mind of the 
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t WW Circumſtance, ſhe was in when he | 
a brought her to Ruin, he, in a careleſs ip] 
le indolent Manner, told her ſne was as 1 
billing as himſelf, upon which ſhe cried i 
a, out—Villain, you know yourſelf to be if 
-- aA Lyar! and immediately jumped out of 18 
y Bed, and dropped down dead upon the 9 | 
ad MW Floor. [| 
or 1 Bur I muſt go a little further to do | [i 
or WM Juſtice to the young Gentlemen of that 4; 
jer Town, and the Neighbourhood of it; 
us for as ſoon as the melancholy Cataſtrophe 
ſhe | W Was 
i 
| f 


was 1 3 declared to all FA Keep- 


ers of Taverns and Coffee-Houſes where 
they came, that if ever they entertained 
that Fellow, they would never en en- 
ter their e 


Tuus, in a very little Time, he was 
deprived of all Society, and obliged to 
quit the Country. 


I AM afraid your ſmart ones in London, 


would have call'd this Act of Babarity, 
only a Piece of Gallantry ; and the Be- 
trayer would have been as well reccived 
among them as ever before, 


I ENO W I ſhould be laugh'd at by 
the Libertines, for talking thus gravely 


upon this Subject, if my Letter were to 


fall into their Hands. But it is not in 
their Power, by a Sneer, to alter the Na- 


ture of Juſtice, Honour or Honeſty, for 
they will always be the ſame, 


5 Wu ar 
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Wu Ar I have ſaid is only for repair- 
ing the Effect of Violence, Deceit and 
Perjury; and of this, every one is a con- 
cious Judge of himſelf. 


I x any one is brought before a Preſby- 


tery, Sc. to be queſtioned for Sculdud- 
dery, i. e. Fornication, or Adultery, and 
ſhews a Neglect of their Authority, the 
Oftender is not only brought to Puniſh- 
ment by their Means, but will be avoid- 
ed by his Friends, Acquaintance, and all 
that know him and his Circumſtance in 
that Reſpect. 


TI REMEMBER a particular Inſtance 
in Edinburgh, where the Thing was car- 
_ ried to an extraordinary Height. 


A MARRIED Footman was accuſed 
of Adultery with one of the Wenches in 


the ſame Family where he ſerved, and, 


before a Kirk Seſſion, was required to 


Q 4 confeſs, 
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confeſs, for nothing leſs will ſatisfy : But 
he perſiſted in a Denial of the Fact. 


Trn1s Contempt of the Clergy and 
Lay Elders, or, as they ſay, of the Kirk, 
excited againſt him, ſo much, the Reſent- 
ment and Horror of the ordinary People, 
(who looked upon him as in a State of 
Damnation, while the Anathema hung 
over his Head) that none of them would 
drink at the Houſe where Nis Wite kept 


WM Change. 


Trvs the poor Woman was puniſhed 
for the Obſtinacy of her Huſband, not- 
withſtanding ſhe was innocent, and had 
been wronged the other Way. 


I waàs told in Edinburgh, that a cer- 
tain Scot's Colonel being convicted of 
Adultery (as being a married Man) and 
| refuſing to compound, he was ſentenced 
to ſtand in a Hair Cloth, at the Kirk 
Door, every Sunday Morning for a whole 
Year, and to this he ſubmitted, 1 
| AF 


Colonel 
denly threw aſide his Diſguiſe, and ſaid, 
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AT the Beginning of his Penance, he 
| concealed his Face as much as he could, 
but three or four young Laſſes paſſing by 
him, one of them ſtooped down, and 


cried out to her Companions, Lord ! its 
-. Upon which he ſud- 


Mis, you are right, and if you will be the 


Subject of it, I will wear this Coat a ano- 


ther T welvemonth. 


SOME young Fellows of Fortune have 
made light of the Stool of Repentance, 


being attended by others of their Age 


and Circumſtances of Life, who, to keep 


them in Countenance, ſtand with them 
in the ſame Gallery or Pew, fronting the 
Pulpit; ſo that many of the Spectators, 


Strangers eſpecially, cannot — 


Culprit from the reſt. 


HERE is a long er Reproof 


and Admonition, 1 0 I * before, which 


often 
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often creates Mirth among ſome of the 
Congregation. 


Tuis Contempt of the Puniſhment 
has occaſioned, and more eſpecially of 
late Years, a Compoſition in Money with 
theſe young Rakes ; and the Kirk Trea- 
ſurer gives regular Receipts and Diſ- 
charges for ſuch and ſuch Fornications. 


As I have already told you how much 
the Miniſters are rever'd, eſpecially by 
the Commonalty, you will readily con- 
_ clude the Mob are at their Devotion, up- 
on the leaſt Hint given for that Purpoſe, 
of which there are many riotous Inſtances, 
particularly at the opening of the Play 
Houſe in Edinburgh, to which the Clergy 
were very averſe, and left no Stone un- 
turned to prevent it. 


I Do not indeed remember there was 
much Diſturbance at the Inſtitution of the 
Ball or Aſſembly, becauſe that Meeting is 
chiefly compoſed of People of Diſtinc- 


tion, 


LETTER N 232 


tion, and none are admitted but ſuch 
as have, at leaſt, a juſt Title to Gentility, 
except Strangers of good Appearance. 
And if by Chance any others intrude, they 
are expelled upon the Spot, by Order of 
the Directrice or Governeſs, who is a 
Woman of Quality. I ſay it is not in 
my Memory there was any Riot at the 
firſt of theſe Meetings, but ſome of the 
Miniſters publiſhed their Warnings and 
Admonitions againſt promiſcuous Dancing. 
And in one of their printed Papers, which 
was cried about the Streets, it was ſaid, 
that the Devils are particularly buſy upon 
ſuch Occaſions, And Aſmodeus was pitch'd 
upon, as the moſt dangerous of all, in 
exciting to Carnality. In both theſe Ca- 
ſes, viz. the Play-Houſe and the Aſſembly, 
the Miniſters loſt Ground to their great 
Mortification, for the moſt Part of the 
Ladies turned Rebels to their Remon- 
ſtrances, notwithſtanding the — 


Panger. 


I THINK 
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I THINK I never ſaw ſo many pretty 
Women of Diſtinction together as at that 
Aſembly, and therefore it is no Wonder, 
that thoſe who know the artful Infinua- 
tions of that #eſhly Spirit, ſhould be jea- 
lous of ſo much Beauty. 


Bur I have not done with my K:rk 
Treaſurer. This in Edinburgh is 5 
a 1 ee Employment. 


IAE heard of one of them (ſevere 
enough upon others) who having a round 
Sum of Money in his Keeping, the Pro- 
perty of the Kirk, marched off with the 
Caſh, and took his Neighbour's Wife 
along with him, to bear him Company 
and partake of the Spoil. 


TRR are ſome rugged Hills about 
the Skirts of that City, which, by their 
Hollows and Windings, may ſerve as 
Skreens from incurious Eyes; but there 


are Sets of F ellows, Encrafes to Love, 


and 
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and Lovers of Profit, who make it a Part 
of their Buſineſs, when they ſee two Per- 
ſons of different Sexes walk out to take 
the Air, to dog them about from Place 
to Place, and obſerve their Motions, 
while they themſelves are concealed. And 
if they happen to ſee any Kind of Free- 
dom between them, or perhaps none at 
all, they march up to them and demand 
the Bulling-/iller (alluding to the Money 
uſually given for the Uſe of a Bull;) and 
if they have not ſomething given them, 
( hich to do would be a tacit Confeſ- 
ſion) they, very likely, go and inform 
the K7rk Treaſurer of what perhaps they 
never ſaw, who certainly makes the Man 
a Viſit the next Morning. And as he, 
the Treaſurer, like our informing Juſtices 
formerly, encourages theſe Wretches, 
People lie at the Mercy of Villains, who 
would, perhaps, forſwear themſelves. for 
Sixpence a-Piece. | 

Tus fame F ellows, or ſuch like, are 
peeping about the Streets of Edinburgh 


in 
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in the Night-time, to fee who and who 
are together, and ſometimes affront a | 


Brother and Siſter, or a Man and his 
Wife. Oh 


1 HAVE known the Town-Guard, a 
Band of Men armed and cloathed in Uni- 
forms like Soldiers, to beſet a Houſe for 


a whole Night, upon an Information that 


a Man and a Woman went in there, 
though in the Day-time. In ſhort one 
would think there was no Sin, according 
to them, but Fornication ; or other Vir- 
tue beſides keeping the Sabbath. 


People would ftartle more at the hum- 
ming or whiſtling Part of a Tune on a 


Sunday, than if any Body ſhould tell them 


you had ruined a Family. 


_T Tnovcur I had finiſhed my Let- 
ter, but ſtepping to the Window, I faw 


the People crowding out of the Kirk from 


Morning Service ; and the Bell begins to 


ring, as ir they were to face about and 


return. 
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return. And now I am ſat down again 
to add a few Words on that Subject; but 
you have perceived that ſuch occaſional 
Additions have been pretty common in 
the Courſe of this Prattle. 


Tu is Bell is a Warning to thoſe who 
are going out, that they muſt ſoon re- 
turn, and a Notice to ſuch as are at 
Home, that the Afternoon Service is 
ſpeedily to begin. They have a Bell in 
moſt of the Lowland Kirks; and as the 
Preſbiterians and other Sectaries in Eng- 
land are not allowed to be convened by 
that Sound (of their own, ) ſo neither are 
thoſe of the Epiſcopal Church in Scotland. 
But I need not tell you, that every where 
the reigning Church will be Paramont, 
and keep all other Communities under. 
The People, in the ſhort Interval between 
the Times of Service, walk about in the 
Church- yard, the neighbouring Fields, or 
ſtep Home and eat an Egg or ſome little 
ready-dreſſed Morſel, and then go back 
to their Devotions. But they fare better 
| mn. 
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in the Evening, which has given Riſe to 
a common Saying in Scotland, viz. 


« Ip you would live well on the Sab- 
© bath, you muſt eat an Epiſcopal Din- 
e ner, and a Preſbiterian Supper.” By 


this it ſhould ſeem, that the Epiſcoparians 


here provide a Dinner, as in England ; I 


. fay it ſeems ſo, for I never was at one of 7 
their Meetings, or dined with any of them | 
at their Houſes on a Sunday. 


I nave juſt now taken Notice, that 


each Church has but one Bell, which 


leads me to acquaint you, that on a Joy- 
Day, as the King's Birth-Day, Fc. (we 
will ſuppoſe in Edinburgh, where there 
are nine Churches,) the Bells are all rung 
at a Time, and almoſt all of them with- 
in Hearing. This cauſes a moſt diſagree- 
able Jangling, by their often claſhing 


one with another. And thus their Joy 
is expreſſed by the ſame Means, as our 
Sorrow would be for the Death of a good 
King. | 


BU 
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Bor their Muſick Bells (as they call 
them) are very entertaining, and a Diſ- 


grace to our Clock-Work Chimes. 


Tu v are plaid at the Hours of Ex- 


change, that is, from Eleven to Twelve, 


upon Keys like an Organ or Harpſicord, 

only as the Force, in this Caſe, muſt be 
greater than upon thoſe Inſtruments, the 
Muſician - has a ſmall Cuſhion to each 


Hand to fave them from bruiſing, 


He plays Scots, Engliſh, Triſs, and 


 Tralian Tunes to great Perfection, and is 


heard all over the City. This he per- 
forms every Week-Day, and, I am told, 
he receives from the Town, for this Ser- 


vice, a Salary of Fifty Pounds a Year, 


Vor. I *K Ln: 


LETTER X. 


, A M now to acquaint 
IN SV; you, that I have. not, 
8 cat this Time, ſufficient 

* 7 Proviſio on for your uſual 
Repaſt: But, by the 

Way, I cannot help ac- 

_ lf of ſome Arrogance, in 


uſing ſuch a Metaphor, becauſe your or- 

dinary Fare has been little elſe heſide Bro- 
cban, Cale, Stirabout,, Sowwings, &c. (Qat- 
meal varied in ſeveral, Shapes: ) But that 
you may be provided with ſomething, 1 
am now about to give you a Haggaſs, 
which would be yet leſs agreeable, were 
it not to be a little ſeaſoned with Variety. 


Tur Day before Yeſterday, an Occa- 
tion. called me to, make a Progrels , of 
about 
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about fix or ſeven Miles among the Moun- 
tains ; but before I ſet out, I was told the 
Way was dangerous to Strangers, who 
might loſe themſelves in the Hills if they 
had not a Conductor. For this Reaſon, 
about two Miles from hence, I hired a 
Guide, and agreed with him for Sixpence 
fo attend me the whole Day. This poot 
Man went Barefoot, ſometimes by my 
Horſe's Side, and in dangerous Places lead- 
ing him by the Bridle, winding about 
from Side to Side among the Rocks, to 
ſuch Gaps where the Horſes could raiſe 
their Feet high enough to mount the 
Stones, or ſtride over them. 


In this tedious Paſſage, in order to di- 
vert my ſelf (having an Interpreter with 
me), I aſked my Guide a great many 
Queſtions relating to the Highlands all 
which he anſwered very properly. 


Ix his Turn, he told me, by Way of 
Queſtion, to hear what I would lay, that 


he believed there would be ng War, but 
R 2 I did 
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I did not underſtand his Meaning till I } 


was told. By War he meant Rebellion ; l: 
and then, with a diſmal Countenance, he 0 
faid he was, by Trade, a Weaver, and F 
that in the Year 1715 the Sidier Roy, or | 
Red Soldiers, as they call them (to diſ- 

tinguiſh them from the Highland Com- l tl 
panies, whom they call Sidier Dou; or 5 0 
the Black Soldiers) I ſay he told me, that 0 by 
they burnt his Houſe and his Loom, and be 
he had never been in Condition, - ſince bi 
that Time, to purchaſe Materials for his ; in 


Work ; otherwiſe he had not needed to 
be a Guide ; and he thought his Caſe very | 
hard, becauſe he had not been in the A-. G 


| fair, or the Scrape, as they call it all over fn 
Scotland, being cautious of uſing the Word AI ® 
Rebellion. But this laſt Declaration of P 
his I did not ſo much depend on. = : 

| ; 0 

Wu x he had finiſhed his Story, | th 
which, by Interpreting, took. up a good | ke 
deal of Time, I recounted to him the C 


| Fable of the Pigeon's Fate that happened } 
| to be among the Jack Daws, at which he ſt 
laughed | {a 


P 
laughed heartily, notwithſtanding his late 
Grief for his Loſs; and doubtleſs the | 
Fable was to Him urch new. 


1 THEN aſked his Reaſon why he 
thought there would not be another War 
(as he called it) and his Anſwer was, he 
believed the Engl/ n did not expect one, 
becauſe they were fooling away their Mo- 
ney, in removing great Stones, and blow- 
ing up of Rocks. 


HERE he ſpoke his Grievance as a 
Guide, and indeed, when the Roads are 
finiſhed, according to the Plan propoſed, 
there will be but little Occaſion for thoſe 
People, except ſuch as can ſpeak Engliſb, 
and may, by ſome, be thought neceſſary 
tor Interpreters in their Journeys: I ſay 
they will be uſeleſs as Guides alone, rec- 
koning from the South of Scotland to this 
Town the Mountain Way (for along the 
Coaſt hither, theRoad can hardly be mi- 
ſtaken) and counting again from the Low- 
nds to the Weſt End of the Opening 

R. 3 among 
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among the Mountains that run, from 
hence quite acroſs the Iſland, 


Bor all the Highlands, be- north this 
Town and the ſaid Opening, will remain 
as rugged and dangerous as ever. 


Ax length I arrived at the Spot, of 
which I was to take a View, and found it 
moſt horrible, but in the Way that I went, | 
being the ſhorteſt Cut going Southward, | 
jt is not to be avoided. 


T#1s is a deep narrow. Hollow, be- 
tween very ſteep Mountains, whereintq | 
huge Parts of Rocks have fallen. It is a 
terrifying Sight to thoſe who are not ac- 
cuſtomed to ſuch Views; and at Bottom 
is a ſmall but dangerous Burne, running 
wildly among the Rocks, eſpecially in 
Times of Rain. You deſcend by a Decli- 
vity in the Face of the Mountain, from 
whence the Rocks have parted (for they 
have viſibly their Decay) and the Rivulct 
is particularly dangerous, when the Paſ- 
ſenger i is going along with the Stream, and 
purſued 
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purſued by the Torrent. But you have 


not far to go in this Bottom, before you 
leave the Current, which purſues its Way, 


in continued Windings, among the Feet 


of the Mountains; and ſoon after you aſ- 
cend by a ſteep and rocky Hill, and when 
the Height is attained, you would think 


the moſt rugged Ways you could poſſibly 


conceive of to be a happy Variety. 


Wurd I was returned to the Hutt 
where I took my Guide, being pleaſed 
with the Fellow's good Humour, and 
Frankneſs in anſwering my Queſtions, in 
ſtead of Six-pence I gave him a Shilling, 
At firſt he could not truſt his own Eyes, 
or thought I was miſtaken ; but being 
told what it was, and that it was all his 


own, he fell on his Knees and cryed out, 


he never, in all his Life before, knew any 
Body give more than they bargained for, 
This done, he ran into his Hutt, and 
brought out four Children almoſt naked, 
to ſhew them to me, with a Prayer for 
the Engliſh, Thus I had, for ſo ſmall a 
Price as one Six-pence, the exquiſite Plea- 

M4 ſure 
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ſure of making a poor Creature happy for 
a Time. 


DON my Highlander 8 Lamentation of 
his Loſs, and preſent bad Circumſtances, 
I could not forbear to reflect and moralize 
a little, concluding, that Ruin is Ruin, as 
much to the Poor as to  thole that had been 
Rich. 


HzRE's a poor Highlandman (whoſe 


Houſe, Loom, and all his other Effects 


were, its likely, not worth Thirty Shill- 


ings) as effectually undone, by the Loſs | 


he ſuſtained, as one that had been in 
the Poſſeſſion of Thouſands ; and the 
burning of one of their Hutts, mach does 
not coſt fifteen Shillings in Building, is 
much worſe to them than the Loſs of a 
Palace by Fire is to the Owner. And 
were it not for their fond Attachment to 
their Chiefs, and the Advantage thoſe 
Gentlemen take of their Slave-like Notions 
of Patriarchal Power, J verily believe there 
are but few among them that would en- 


gage 
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gage in an Enterprize ſo dangeroudto them 
as Rebellion; and, as ſome Proof of this, 
I have been told, by ſeveral People of 
this Town, that in the Year 1715, the 
then Earl of Mar continued here for near 
two Months together before he could 
muſter two Hundred Highlanders, ſo un- 
willing were theſe poor People to leave 
their little Houſes and their F. amilies to go 
a King making. | e 
BuT when a Number ſufficient for his 
preſent Purpoſe had been corrupted by 
Rewards and Promiſes, he ſent them out 
in Parties from Hutt to Hutt, threatning 
| Deſtruction to ſach as refuſed to joyn with 
them. 


Bur it may be neceſſary to let you 
know that theſe Men, of whom I have 
been ſpeaking, were not ſuch as were 
immediately under the Eye of their re- 
ſpective Chiefs, but ſcattered in little 
Dwellings about the Skirts of the Moun- 
tains. ; 


HERE 
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HERE follows the Copy of a High. 
lander's Letter, which has been lately 
handed about this Town, a as a Kind 
of Curioſity. 


Wren [I firſt ſaw it, I ſuſpected it to be 
ſuppoſititious, and calculated as a Lure, 
whereby to intice ſome Highlanders to the 
Colony from whence, it was ſuppoſed to 
be written; but I was afterwards aſſured, 
by a very credible Perſon, that he knew 
it to be es 


Endorſed. | 
' LzTTzR from Donald M-. Perſon « a 
young Highland Lad, who was ſent to 
Virginia with Captain Toline, and was 
born near the Houſe of Colloden where his 
Father lives, 
Portobago in Marilante 2 June 1 42 
Teer Lofen Kynt Fater, 
IS is te lat ye ken, dat I am in quid 
Healt, pleſſed be Got for dat, houp- 
in te here de lyk frae pps as I am yer nane 
| Sin, 
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Sin, I wad a bine ill, leart gin J had na 
latten yu ken tis, be Kaptin Rogzrs Skep 


dat geangs te Innernes, per cunnan I din- 


na ket ſika anither apertunti dis Towmen 
agen. De Skep dat Ikam in was a lang 


tym o de See cumin oure heir, but pliſſit 


pi Got for a ting wi a kepit our Heels un- 
co weel, pat Shonie Magwillivray dat hat 
ay a Sair Heet. Dere was Saxty o's 4 


kame inte te Quintry hel a lit an lim an 
nane O's a dyit pat Shonie Magwilliuray 


an an otter Roſs Lad dat ham oure wi's, 


an mai pi dem twa wad a dyit gin tey hed 


bitten at hame. 


Pi mi fait I kanna komplin for kumin 


te diſ Quintry, for meſtir Nicols, Lort 


him Shon Bayne an hi lifes in Marylant 


in te Rifer Potomak, he nifer gart mi wark 


ony ting pat fat I lykit mi ſe]: de meaſt o 


a mi Wark is waterin a pra ſtennt Hors, 
an pringin wyn an Pread ut o de Seller te 
mi Meſtir's Tebil. 


SIN 
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Six efer I kam til him I nefer wantit 
a Pottle o petter Ele nor is in a Shon Glaſs 


hous, for I ay ſet toun wi de Pairns te 


Dennir. 


M1 Meſtir ſeys til mi, fan I kon ſpeek 
lyk de fouk hier dat I ſanna pe pidden di 


nating pat gar his Plackimors wurk, for 


de fyt Fouk dinna iſe te wurk pat te firſt 


yeer aftir dey kum in te de Quintry. Tey 


e a lyk de . in Inerneſſ. 


Lbs EN Fater, fan de Sarvants hier he 
dein wi der Meſtirs, dey grou unco rich, 


an its ne wonter for day mak a frantil o 


Tombako ; an des Sivites an Apels an de 


Sheries an de Pires grou in de Wuds want- 
in Tyks apout dem. De Swynes te Tucks 
an Durkies geangs en de Wuds wantin 
 Meſtirs. 


De Tombako grous ſhuſt lyk de Docl- 
ins en de bak o de Lairts yart an de Skeps 
dey kum fra ilka Place an bys dem an 


gies a hantel o Silder an Gier for dem. 
M. 


* a * 
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MI nane Meſtir kam til de Quintry a 
Sarfant an weil I wot hi's nou wort mony 
a ſuſan punt. Fait ye mey pelive mi de 
pireſt Plantir hire lifes amoſt as weil as de 
Lairt o Collottin. Mai pi fan mi Tim is 
ut I wel kom hem an fie yu pat not for de 
furſt nor de neeſt yeir til I gater ſomting 
o mi nanc, for fan J ha dun wi mi Meſtir, 
hi maun gi mi a Plantaſhon te ſet mi up, 
its de Quiſtium hier in dis Quintry ; an 
ſyn J houp te gar yu trink wyn inſteat o 
Tippeni in Innerneſs. | 


I wis 1 hat kum our hier twa or tri 
yiers ſeener nor I dit, ſyn I wad ha kum 
de ſeener hame, pat Got bi _ dat J 
kam fa ſeen as I dit. | 


ux yu koud ſen mi owr be ony o yur 
Innerneſs ſkeps, ony ting te mi, an it 
war as muckle Clays as mak a Quelt it 
wad, mey pi, gar mi Meiſtir tink te mare 
9 mi. It's trw I ket Clays eneu fe him 


bat oni ting fe yu wad luck weel an Pony, 
an 
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an ant pleſe Got gin I life, I fal pey yu 
| pack _ | 


Loren Fater, de Man dat vryts dis 
Letir for mi is van Shams Macheyne, hi 
lifes fhuſt a Myl fe mi, hi hes pin unko 
hyn te mi fin efer I kam te de Quintrie. 
Hi wes Porn en Petic an kam our a Sar- 


fant fe Kleſgou an hes peen hes nane Man 


twa yeirs, an has Sax Plackimors wurkin 
til hem alrety makin Tombako ilka Tay. 
Heil win hem, ſhortly an a te Geir dat he 
hes Wun hier an py a Lerts kip at hem. 


Luck dat yu duina forket te vryt til mi 


ay, fan yu ket ony Ocaſhion. 


GorT almichte pliſs yu Fater an a de | 
leve o de hous, for I hana forkoten nane | 
o yu, nor dinna yu forket mi, for pliſe ; 
Got I fal kum hem wi Gier eneuch te di 
yn à an mi nane Se] Guid. f 


I weit yu will be veri vokie, fan yu fi 
yur nane Sins Feſh agen, for I heive leirt | 
| a hantle | 


ſe } 


z hantle hevens fin I ſau yu an I am un- 
co buick leirt. 


A tis is fe yur lofen an Opetient Sin, 
Tonal Mackaferſen. 


Dizzee) For Shames Mac laftr- 
ſon neir te Lairt o Collottins Hous, 
neir Iunerneſs en de Nort 9 Skot- 


Tris Letter is a notable Inſtance of 
thoſe extravagant Hopes that often attend 
2 new Condition. Vet Donald, notwith- 
ſtanding all his Happineſs, deſires his Fa- 
ther to ſend him ſome Cloaths, not that 
he wants, or ſhall want them; but that 
they would look bonny, and recom- 
mend him to his Maſter. But I ſhall 
not further anticipate that Difficulty, 
which I know will not be unpleaſing 


to you. 


Ir you ' ſhould think poor Donalds 
Sentiments of his Change to be worth 
your 
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your Notice, and, at the ſame Time, find 

yourſelf at a Loſs to make out any Part 

of his Letter, your Friend Sir Alexander, | 

who is very communicative, will be plea- | 
fed with the Office of your Interpreter, 


| THERE is one Thing I ſhould have | 
told you at firſt, which is, that where I | 
have marked the ſingle (a) thus (a) it 
muſt be pronounced (au) which ſignifies 
(all.) 1 


— — — H tran ar 


al ks =* e 


LETTER 


EAR the Concluſion of 
my laſt Letter but one; 
I happened to ſay a 
© Word or two concern- 


this Country, of whom 


I do not remember to have known one 


that is not a profeſſed Jacobite, except 
ſuch as are in the Army, of otherwiſe 
employed under the Government ; and 
therefore I muſt ſuppoſe all thoſe who 


have accepted of Commiſſions, or Places, 


were in their Hearts of Revolutional Prin- 
Vo L. I. — | ciples, 


ing the Epiſcoparians of 
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ciples, before they entered into Office, 


or that they changed for them on that 


Occaſion. 


You know my true Meaning, but 


many People in this Country render the 


Word Revolution a very equivocal Expreſ- 
ſion; nor, among many, is it free from 


Ambiguity in the South. 


Turix Miniſters here are all Non- 
jurors, that I know, except thoſe of the 
Chief Baron's Chapel in Edinburgh, and 
the epiſcopal Church at Aberdeen; but 
whether there is any qualified epiſcopal 
Miniſter at Glaſgow, St. Angrews, &c. I 


do not know. 


Tur Non-juring Miniſters generally 
lead regular Lives, and it behoves them 
ſo to do, for otherwiſe they would be 


diſtanced by their Rivals. 


Is aw a flagrant Example of the Peo- 
ples Diſaffection to che preſent Govern- 
ment, 


LE 
ment, in the above-mentioned Church of 
Aberdeen, where there is an Organ, the 
only one I know of, and the Service is 
chanted as in our Cathedrals; 


It | 
e BEING there one Sunday Morning, 
with another Engliſb Gentleman, when 
n the Miniſter came to that Part of the 
Littany, where the King is prayed for by 
Name, the People all roſe up as one, in 
- Contempt of it, and Men and Women 
e ſt themſelves about ſome trivial Action, 
d as taking Snuff, Sc. to ſhew their Diſ- 
t like, and ſignify to each other they were 
J all of one Mind. And when the Re- 
1 ſponſal ſhould have been pronounced, 
though they had been loud in all that pre- 
ceded, to our Amazement there was not 
y one ſingle Voice to be heard but our own, 
1 ſo ſuddenly and intirely were we dropped. 


AT coming out of the Church we 
complained to the Miniſter (who, as I 
ſaid before, was qualified) of this rude 
Behaviour of his Congregation, who told 

1 | | 8 2 | us, 
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us, he was greatly aſhamed of it; and 
had often admoniſhed them, at leaſt, to 
behave with more Decency. _ 


TRE Non-juring Miniſters have made 


a Kind of Linſey-Woolſey Piece of Stuff | 
of their Doctrine, by interweaving the 


Peoples civil Rights with Religion, and 


teaching them, that it is as Unchriſtian 


not to believe their Notions of Govern- 
ment, as to diſhelieve the Goſpel. But 
believe the Buſineſs, in a great Meaſure, 
is to procure and preſerve ſeparate Con- 


gregations to themſelves, in which they 


find their Account, by inciting State En- 


thuſiaſm, as others do Church Fanaticiſm, 


and, in Return, their Hearers have the 
ſecret Pleaſure of tranſgreſſing, under the 
Umbrage of Duty. 


I nave often admired at the Zeal of a 
pretty well-dreſſed Facobite, when I have 


ſeen her go down one of the narrow 


ſteep Myndes in Edinburgh, through an 


Accumulation of the worſt Kind of Filth, 
and 


al 


Is 
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and whip up a blind Stair-caſe almoſt as 


foul, yet with an Air as degage, as if the 


was going to meet a favourite Lover in 
ſome poetick Bower, And, indeed, the 


Difference between the Generality of thoſe 


People and the Preſbiterians (particularly 
the Women) is viſible when they come 
from their reſpective Inſtructors ; for the 


former appear with cheerful Countenan- 


ces, and the others look as if they had 


been juſt before convicted and ſentenced 85 


by their gloomy Teachers. 


I HALL now, for a while, confine 
myſelf to ſome Cuſtoms in this Town, 
and ſhall not wander, except ſomething 
material ſtarts in my Way. 


Tur Evening before a Wedding, there 
is a Ceremony called the Feet Waſhing, 
when the Bride-Maids attend the future 
8 and waſh her Feet. 


THz y live a Penny-Wedding ; that 
is, when a Servant-Maid has ſerved faith- 


—M 2 fully, 
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fully, and gained the good Will of her 


Maſter and Miſtreſs, they invite their Re- 


lations and Friends, and there is a Din- 
ner or Supper on the Day the Servant 1s 
married, and Muſick and Dancing fol- 
low to complete the Evening. 


THe Bride muſt go about the Room, 
and kiſs every Man in the Company, and 
in the End every Body puts Money into 
a Diſh, according to their Inclination 
and Ability. By this Means, a Family 
in good Circumſtances, and reſpected by 
thoſe they invite, have procured for the 
new Couple wherewithal to begin the | 
World pretty comfortably for People of 
their low Condition. But I ſhould have 
told you, that the whole Expence of the 
Feaſt and Fiddlers is paid out of the 


Contributions. This, and the former, 


are hkewiſe Cuſtoms all over the Low- 
lands of Scotland. 


I NEVER was preſent at one of their 


Weddings, or have I heard of any Thing 


Extra- 
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extraordinary in that Ceremony, only 


they do not uſe the Ring in Marriage as 
in England. But it is a moſt comical 
Farce to ſee an ordinary Bride conducted 
to Church by two Men, who take her under 
the Arms and hurry the poor unwilling 


Creature along the Streets, as you may 
have ſeen a Pick- pocket dragged to a Horſe- 


pond in London. I have ſomewhere read 
of a Kind of Force, of old, put upon 


Virgins in the Article of Marriage, in 


ſome Eaſtern Country, where the Practice 
was introduced to conquer their Modeſty: 


But J think in this Age and Nation there 
is little Occaſion for any ſuch Violence. 


And, perhaps, (with Reverence to Anti- 
quity, though it often reproaches our 


Times) it was then only uſed to ſave 


Appearances. 


= HE moment a Child is born, in theſe 


Northern Parts, it is immerged in cold 
Water, be the Seaſon of the Year never 


ſo rigorous, 
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WEN I ſeemed, at firſt, a little 
Mocked at the Mention of this ſtrange 
Extreme, the good Women told me, the 
Midwives would not forego that Practice, 
if my Wife, though a Stranger, had a 
oo born in this Country. 


Ar the Chriſtenitig! the Huſband holds 


up the Child before the Pulpit, from 


whence the Miniſter gives him a long ex- 
temporary Admonition concerning its 
Education. In moſt Places, the Infant's 
being brought to the Church 1s not to be 


diſpenſed with, though it be in never ſo 


weak a Condition ; but here, as I aid 
before, they are-not ſo ſcrupulous in that 
and ſome other Particulars, 


Fork inviting People to ordinary Bury- 
ings in all Parts of the Low Country, as 
well as here, a Man goes about with a 
Bell, and when he comes to one of his 
Stations, ſuppoſe the Deceaſed was a 
Man, he cries, „All Brethren and Sif- 

: | ters; 


JJC "+ = 
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« ters, I let you to wot, that there is a 


% Brother departed this Life, at the Plea- 
ce ſure of Almighty God; they called him, 


% £5, —he lived at, Sc.“ And ſo for 
a Woman, with the neceſſary Alterations. 


The Corps is carried, not upon Mens 
Shoulders, as in England, but, under 
Hand, upon a Bier ; and the neareſt Re- 


lation to the Deceaſed carries the Head 3 
the next of Kin on his right Hand, &c. 


and if the Church-yard be any Thing 
diſtant, they are relieved by others as 
Occaſion may require. The Men go 


two and two before the Bier, and the 


Women, in the ſame Order, follow after 


it; and all the Way the Bell- man goes 


tinkling before the Proceſſion, as is done 


before the Hoſt in Popiſb Countries. 


Nor long ago a Highland-Man was 


buried here. There were few in the 


Proceſſion beſides Highlanders in their 


uſual Garb; and all the Way before 
them, a Piper plaid on his Bagpipe, which 


Was 
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was hung with narrow Streamers of 
Black Crape. 8 


Wu N People of ſome Circumſtance 
are to be buried, the neareſt Relation ſends 
printed Letters, ſigned by himſelf; and 
ſometimes, but rarely, the Invitation has 
been general, and made by Beat of Drum, 


Tat Friends of the Deceaſed uſually 
meet at the Houſe of Mourning the Day 
before the Funeral, where they fit a good 
while like Quakers at a ſilent Meeting, in 
dumb Shew of Sorrow; but, in Time, 
the Bottle is introduced, and the Ceremony 
quite reverſed. 


IT is eſteemed very ſighting, and 
ſcarcely ever to be forgiven, not to attend 
after Invitation, if you are in Health: The 
only Means to eſcape Reſentment, is to 
ſend a Letter, in Anſwer, with ſome rea- 
ſonable Excuſe. 
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Tar Company, which is always nu- 
merous, meets in the Street at the Door 
of the Deceaſed ; and when a proper 


Number of them are aſſembled, ſome of 


thoſe among them, who are of higheſt 
Rank, or moſt eſteemed, and Strangers, 
are the firſt invited to walk into a Room, 
where there uſually are ſeveral Pyramids 
of Plumb Cake, Sweetmeats, and ſeveral 
Diſhes, with Pipes and Tobacco; the laſt 
is according to an Old Cuſtom, for it is 
very rare to ſee any Body ſmoak in Scot- 
land. 


THe neareſt Relations and Friends of 
the Perſon to be interred, attend, and, like 
Waiters, ſerve you with Wine for about a 
Quarter of an Hour, and no ſooner have 
you accepted of one Glaſs, but another is 
at your Elbow, and ſo a Third, &c, 
There is no Excuſe to be made for not 
Drinking, for then it will be ſaid; you 
have obliged my Brother, or my Couſin 
ſuch a one, pray Sir what have I done to 

be 
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be refuſed ? When the uſual Time is ex- 

pired, this Detachment goes out, and 

another ſucceeds, and when all have had 

| their Tour, they accompany the Corps to 
the Grave, which they N do about 
Noon. 


TE Minifter, who is always invited, 
per forms no Kind of Funeral Service for 
thoſe of any Rank whatever, but moſt 
commonly 1s one of the laſt that leaves the 
Place of Burial. 


WHEN the Company are about to re- 
turn, a Part of them are ſelected to go 
back to the Houſe, where all Sorrow 
ſeems to be immediately baniſhed, and 
Wine is filled about as faſt as it can go 
round; till there is hardly a ſober Perſon 
among them. And, by the Way, Thave been 
often told, that ſome have kept their 
Friends drinking upon this Occaſion, for 
more Days together than I can venture to 
mention. 


IN 
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I the Concluſion, ſome of the Sweet- 
meats are put into your Hat, or thruſt in- 
to your Pocket, which enables you to 
make a great Compliment to the Women 
of your Acquaintance. 


Tus laſt Homage they call the Drud- 
O, but I ſuppoſe, they mean the Dzrge, 
that is, a Service performed for a dead 

Perſon ſome Time after his Death ; or 

this may be inſtead of a Lamentation ſung 

at the Funeral, but I am ſure it has no 

Sadneſs attending it, except it be for an 

acking Head the next Morning. The 

Day following, every one that has Black 


puts it on, and wears it for ſome Time 


afterwards; and if the Deceaſed was 
any Thing conſiderable, though the Mour- 
ners Relation to him was never ſo remote, 
it ſerves to ſooth the Vanity of ſome, by 
inciting the Queſtion ; For whom do you 
mourn ? My Couſin the Laird of ſuch a 


Place, or my Lord ſuci a one, is the An- 


{wer to the Queſtion begged bythe ſorrow- 
1 . 
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ful Dreſs. I have ſeen the Doors and 
Gates blacked over in token of Mourning, 


I MusT confeſs I never was preſent at 
more than one of theſe Funerals, though 
afterwards invited to ſeveral, and was pret- 
ty hard put to it to find out proper Excu- 
ſes ; but I never failed to enquire what 
had paſſed at thoſe Aſſemblies, and found 
but little Difference among them. 


| You know I never cared to be ſingu- 
lar when once engaged in Company, and, 
in this Caſe I thought it beſt, being a 
Stranger, to comply with their Cuſtoms, 
though I could not but foreſee the Incon- 
venience that was to follow ſo great an In- 
timacy with the Bottle. 


You will. perhaps, wonder why 1 
have continued ſo long upon this Subject, 


none of the moſt entertaining; but as the {| 
better Sort here, are almoſt all of them 


related to one another in ſome Degree, 


either by Conſanguinity, Marriage, or 
Clanſhip, 
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Clanſhip, it is to them, as it were, a 
EKind of Buſineſs, and takes up good Part 
of their Time. In ſhort, they take a 
great Pride and Pleaſure in doing Hon- 
ours to their Dead. 


TE Miniſter or Pariſh has no de- 
mand for Chriſtening, Marrying, or Bu- 
rying. This laſt Expence, particularly, 

I have ever thought unreaſonable to be 
charged upon the poorer Sort in England. 
A poor induſtrious Man, for Example, 
who has laboured hard for fifty Years to- 
gether, brought up a numerous Family, 
and being at laſt reduced to Neceſſity by 
his extraordinary Charge, Age, and long 
Sickneſs, ſhall not be intitled to his 
Length and Breadth, under the Ground 
of that Pariſh where he had lived; but 
his poor old Widow muſt borrow or 
beg to pay the Duties, or, which to her 
perhaps is yet worſe, be forced to make 
her humble Suit to an imperious Pariſh 
Officer, whoſe Inſolence to his Inferiors 
(in Fortune) was ever encreaſing with the 
| Succeſs 
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Succeſs he met with in the World. Be- 
ſides the Diſgrace and Contumely the 
poor Wretch mult ſuffer from her Neigh- 
bours, in the Ally, for that remarkable 


State of Poverty, vis. being reduced to 


beg the Ground. And none more ready 
than the Poor to reproach with their Po- 


verty, any whom they have the Pleaſure 


to think yet poorer than themſelves. This 
to her may be as real Diſtreſs, as any 
Diſhonour that happens to "Oe of . 
ter Condition. 


BEFORE I proceed to the Highlands, 
1. e. the Mountains, I ſhall conduct you 
round this Town, to ſee if there be any 
Thing worth your Notice in the adjacent 
Country. 


TowaRD the North-Weſt, the High- 
lands begin to riſe within a Mile of the 


Town. To ſome other Points (I ſpeak 


exclufive of the Coaſt Way) there are 


from three, to five or ſix Miles, of what 


the Natives call a flat Country, by Com- 


pariſon, 


— — * 2 py 33 8 


1 
pariſon, with the ſurrounding Hills; but 
to you, who have been always accuſtom- 


ed to the South of England, this Plain (as 


they deem it) would appear very rough 
and uneven. 


TI sHALL begin with the Ruins of a 


Fort built by Oliver Cromwell in the Year 
1653, or 1654, which, in his Time, 
commanded the Town, the Mouth of 


the River, and Part of the Country on 


the Land Sides of it where there are no 
Hills. x 


I lies ſomething to the North Eaſt of 
us, and is waſhed by a navigable Part of 
the Neſs, near its Iflue into the Murray 
Frith, 


Tus Figure of the Out-work is a Pen- 
tagone of two hundred Yards to a Side, 
ſurrounded to Landward with a Foſ- 
ſee, now almoſt filled up with Rub- 
biſh. The Rampart is not unplea- 


| fant for a Walk in a Summer's Eve- 
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ning, and, among the Graſs, grows 
Carways that have often regaled my 
Palate, and of which the Seeds are ſup- 
poſed to have been ſcatter'd, by Acci- 
dent, in Time out of Mind. 


OLIVER had one thouſand two 
hundred Men in and near this Citadel, 
under the Command of one Colonel 
Fitz, who had been a Taylor, as I have 
been informed by a very ancient Laird, 
who ſaid he remembered every remarkable 
Paſſage which happened at that Time, 
and, moſt eſpecially, Olivers Colours, 
which were fo ſtrongly impreſſed on his 
Memory, that he thought he then ſaw 
them ſpread out by the Wind with the 
Word Emmanuel (God with us) upon 
them, in very large golden Characters. 


am told, continues ſtill 
to be uſed, in ſome 
Parts, as a Terror to the 
Children of the High- 
landers; but that is ſo 
common a Saying of others, who have 
rendered themſelves formidable, that I 
ſhall * no Gu upon it. 


HE 11 the Borders of the High- 
lands, and ſhut the Natives up within their 


Mountains. | 
T2 Ix 
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In ſeveral Parts he penetrated far 
within, and made Fortreſſes and Settle- 
ments among them. And obliged the 
proudeſt and moſt powerful of the Chiefs 
of Clans, even ſuch as had formerly con- 
tended with their Kings, to ſend their 


Sons and neareſt Relations as Hoſtages ; 


for their peaceable Behaviour, 


Bur bee this Succeſs was owing, 
in great Meaſure, to the good Under- 
ſtanding there was, at that Time, be- 
tween England and France; otherwiſe 
it is to be ſuppoſed, that the an- 
cient Ally of Scotland, as it is called | 
here, would have endeavoured to break | 
thoſe Meaſures, by hiring and aſſiſting the | 
Scots to invade our Borders, in order to 
divert the Engliſh Troops from making 

ſo great a Progreſs in this Part of the 
| Iſland, 


NE AR 
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N ꝝ Ax the Fort is the Key, where there 
are ſeldom more than two or three Ships, 


and thoſe of no great Burthen. 


Ano a Mile Weſtward from the 
Town, there riſes out of a perfect Flat, 
a very regular Hill, whether natural or 
artificial, I could never find by any Tra- 
dition; the Natives call it Tomabeurach. 
It is almoſt in the Shape of a Thame's 
Wherry turned Keil upwards, for which 
Reaſon they ſometimes call it Neab's Ark, 


Tur Length of it is about Four hun- 
dred Vards, and the Breadth at Bottom 


about One hundred and fifty. From be- 


low, at every Point of View, it ſeems to 
end at Top in a narrow Ridge; but, when 
you are there, you find a Plain large 
enough to draw up two or three n 
lun of Men. 


HirnzR we ſometimes retire in a 
, Summer” Evening, and fitting down on 


T 3. the 
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the Heath, we beat with our Hands up- 
on the Ground, and raiſe a moſt fragrant 
Smell of wild Thyme, Penyroyal, and 
other aromatick Herbs, that grow among 
the Heath: And as there is likewiſe ſome 
Graſs among it, the Sheep are fed the 
firſt, and when they have eaten it bare, 
they are ſucceeded by Goats, which 
browſe upon the ſweet Herbs that are left 
untouched by the Sheep. 1 


I MENTION this purely becauſe I 
have often heard you commend the 
Windſor Mutton, ſuppoſing its Delicacy 
to proceed from thoſe Herbs, and, indeed, 
the Notion is not uncommon. 


Bor this is not the only Reaſon why 
J ſpeak of this Hill, it is the weak Cre- 
dulity, with which it is attended, that led 
me to this Detail; for as any Thing, 


ever ſo little, extraordinary, may ſerve _ 


as a Foundation, (to ſuch as are ignorant, 
heedleſs, or intereſted) for ridiculous Sto- | 
ties and Imaginations ; ſo the Fairies with- 
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in it are innumerable, and Vitebes find 
it the moſt convenient Place for their 
Frolicks and Gambols in the Night- time. 


I am pleaſed when I reflect, that the 
Notion of Witches is pretty well worn 
out among People of any tolerable Senſe 
and Education in England; but here it 
remains even among ſome that ſit judici- 


ally; and Witchcraft and Charming (as 


it is called) make up a conſiderable Ar- 
ticle in the recorded Acts of the General 
Aſſembly. 


IAM not unawares, that here the fa- 


mous Tryal, at Hertford, for Witchcraft, 


may be objected to me. 


IT is true the poor Woman was brought 


in guilty by an ignorant, obſtinate Jury; 


but it was againſt the Sentiments of the 


Judge, who, when the Miniſter of the Pa- 
riſh declared, upon the Faith of a Clergy- 
man, he believed the Woman to be a 
Witch, told him, in open Court, that 

| T2 therefore, 
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therefore, upon the Faith of a Judge, he 
took him to be no Conjurer. 


Tuuvs you ſee, by the Example of 
this Clergyman, that Ignorance of the 
Nature of Things may be compatible 
with what is generally called Learning; 
for\I cannot ſuppoſe, that, in a Caſe of 
Blood, there could be any Regard had 
to the Intereſt of a Profeſſion. | 


Bur, perhaps, the above Aſſertion 
may be thought a little too dogmatical 
I appeal to Reaſon and Experience. 


AFTER all, the Woman was pardoned 
by the late Queen, (if any one may pro- 
perly be ſaid to be forgiven a Crime 
they never committed) and a worthy 
Gentleman, in that County, gave her an 
Apartment over his Stables, ſent her Vic- | 
tuals from his Table, let her. attend his 
Children, and ſhe was looked upon, ever 
after, by the Family, as an honeſt, good- 
natured old Woman, | 

Bur 


a 
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Bur I ſhall now give you an Inſtance 
(in this Country) wherein the Judge was 
not ſo clear- ſighted. 


Ins the Beginning of the Year 127 
two poor Highland Women (Mother and 


Daughter) in the Shire of Sutherland, 


were accuſed of Witchcraft, tried and 


condemned to be burnt. This Proceed- 


ing was in a Court held by the Deputy 
Sheriff. The young one made her Eſcape 
out of Priſon, but the old Woman ſuf- 


fered that cruel Death, in a Pitch-Barrel, 


in June following, at Dornoch, the Head 
Borough of that County. 


In the Introduction to the Chapter under 
the Title of Witchcraft in Nelſon's Juſtice, 


which I have by me, there are theſe Words: 


« IT ſeems plain that there are Witches, 
«© becauſe Laws have been made to pu- 


niſh ſuch Offenders, though few have 


1 been convicted of Witchraft.” Then 


he 
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he quotes one ſingle Statute, viz, 1 Fac. 
Cit. 


Mar not any one ſay, with juſt as 

much Reaſon, it ſeems plain there has 

been a Phoenix, becauſe Poets have often 

made it ſerve for a Simile in their Wri- 

tings; and Painters have given us the 

Repreſentation of ſuch a Bird in their 
Pictures ? | 


Tr is faid thoſe Highland Women con- 
feſſed; but, as it is here a Maxim that 
Wizzards and Witches will never ac- 
knowledge their Guilt, ſo long as they 
can get any Thing to drink ; I ſhould not 
wonder if they owned themſelves to be 
Devils, for Eaſe of fo tormenting a Ne- 
ceflity, when their Vitals are ready to 
crack with Thirſt, 


Au almoſt aſhamed to aſk ſeriouſly 
how it comes to paſs, that in populous 
Cities, among the moſt wicked and aban- 
doned Wretches, this Art ſhould not be 

| diſcovered, 


diſcovered, and yet that ſo many little 


Villages and obſcure Places ſhould be 


Nurſeries for Witchcraft: But the Thing 


is not worth ſpeaking of, any further than 


that it is greatly to be wiſhed, that any 
ſuch Law ſhould be annulled, which ſub- 
jects the Lives of human Creatures to the 


Weakneſs of an ignorant Magiſtrate or 


Jury, for a Crime of which they never had 
the Power to be guilty. And this might 


free them from the Miſeries and Inſults 
theſe poor Wretches ſuffer, when unhap- 
pily fallen under the Imputation. 


I x this County of Sutherland, as I have 
been aſſured, ſeveral others have under- 
gone the ſame Fate within the Compaſs 
of no great Number of Years. 


I MUST own it is poſſible there may 
be ſome, oppreſſed by Poverty, and actu- 
ated by its concomitant Envy, who may 
malign a thriving Neighbour ſo far as to 
Poiſon his Cattle, or privately do him 

other Hurt in his Property, for which 
1 they 
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they may deſerve the Gallows as much as 
if they did the Miſchief by ſome ſuperna- 
tural Means; but for ſuch wicked Practi- 
| ces, when diſcovered, the Law is open, 


and they are liable to be puniſhed accord- 
ing to the Quality of the Offence. 


rr if > WY were ſuch 
2 Crime, I think would be of a Nature 
never to be proved by honeſt Witneſſes ; 
for who could teſtify they ſaw the identi- 
cal Perſon of ſuch a one riding in the 
dark upon a Broomſtick through the Air. 
A human Body, compoſed of Fleſh and 
Bones, crammed through a Key-hole, or 
know an old Woman through the Diſ- 
guiſe of a Cat. Theſe are ſome of the 
common Topicks of your wiſe Witch- 
—_ 


Bur to > be more ſerious ; we have Rea- 
ſon to conclude, from ſeveral authentick 
Relations of Facts, that this ſuppoſed 
Crime has ſometimes been made a politi- 
cal Engine of Power, * to deſtroy 

men 
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ſuch Perſons as were to be raten off, which 
could not otherwiſe be done with any 
ſeeming Appearance of Juſtice : And who 
ſhould be fitter Inſtruments to this Pur- 
poſe, than ſuch, who would be ſo wick- 


Y <d as for Hire, and Aſſurance of Indem- 


nity, to own themſelves Accomplices with 


the Party accuſed ? 


 NoTw1THSTANDING this Subject 
has led me further, than I at firſt intended 
to go, I muſt add to it a Complaint made 
to me about two Months ſince, by an 
Engliſbman who is here in a Government 
Employment. | 


As he was obſerving the Work of ſome 
Carpenters, who were beginning the Con- 
ſtruction of a large Boat, there came an 
old Woman to get ſome Chips, who, by 
his Deſcription of her, was, indeed, ugly 
enough. One of the Workmen rated her, 
and bid her be gone, for he knew ſhe was 
a Witch. Upon that this Perſon took 
upon him to vindicate the old Woman, 
1 and 
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and unluckily to drop ſome Words as if 
there were none ſuch. Immediately two 
of them came up to him, and held their 
Axes near his Head, with a Motion as if 
they were about to cleave his Scull, telling 
him he deſerved Death ; for that he was 
himſelf a Warlock or Wizard, which they 
knew by his. taking the Witch's Part. 
And he obſerving their Ignorance and 
Rage, got away from them as faſt as he 
could, in a terrible Fright, and with a 
Reſolution to lay aſide all Curioſity relat- 
Ing to that Boat, though the Men were at 
Work not far from his Lodgings. 


Tu E greateſt Ornament we have in all 
the adjacent Country, is about a Quarter 
of a Mile from the Town, but not to be 
| ſeen from it, by Reaſon of the Caſtle 
Hill. It is an Iſland about Six hundred 

Vards long, ſurrounded by two Branches 
of the River Neſs, well planted with Trees 
of different Kinds, and may not unaptly 
be compared with the Ifland in Sr. 


James's Park ; all, "ou Fruit Trees, 
Gravel 


of Eating, the Heart of the Fiſh lies up- 
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Gravel Walks, and Graſs Plots, for I 


| ſpeak chiefly of its outward Appearance, 


the Beauty whereof is much encreaſed by 
the Nakedneſs of the ſurrounding Coun- 
try, and the Blackneſs of the bordering 


Mountains, For in any View hereabouts, 
there is hardly another Tree to be ſeen, 


except about the Houſes of two or three 


Lairds, and they are but few. 


HIT HER the Magiſtrates conduct the 


Judges, and their Attendants, when they 


are upon their Circuit in the Beginning of 


May ; and ſometimes ſuch other Gentle- 


men, to whom they do the Honours of 


the Corporation by preſenting them with 


their Freedom, if it happens to be in the 
Salmon Seaſon. 


THE Entertainment is Salmon, taken 


cout of the Cruives juſt by, and immedi- 


ately boiled and ſet upon a Bank of Turf, 
the Seats the ſame, not unlike one of our 
Country Cock Pits; and during the Time 


ON 
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on a Plate in View, and keeps in a panting 
Motion all the while, which to Strangers 
is a great Rarity. The Cruives above the 
Salmon Leap (which is a ſteep-Sloap, com- 
poſed of large looſe Stones) are made into 
many Diviſions by looſe Walls, and have 
about three or four Feet Water. Theſe 
render ſuch a Number of Fiſh as they 
contain an agreeable Sight, being therein 
confined, to be ready, at any Time, for 
the Barrel or the Table. | 


Tam told there was formerly a fine 
planted Avenue from the Town to this 
Iſland ; but one of the Magiſtrates, in his 
ſolitary Walk, being ſhot by a Highlander, 
from behind the Trees, upon ſome Clan 
Quarrel, they were ſoon after cut down; 
and, indeed, I think ſuch Kind of Walks, 
_ unleſs very near a Houſe, are not the moſt 
ſuitable to this Country: I do not mean on 
Account of Robberies, but Revenge. 


II ſeveral Places upon the Heaths, at 
no great Diſtance from this Town, and 
12 
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in other Parts of the Country, there are 
large Moorſtones, ſet up in regular Cir- 


cles one within another, with a good 


Space between each Round. In ſome of 
theſe Groups there are only two ſuch Cir- 


cles, in others three; and ſome of the 


Stones in the outermoſt Ring are nine or 
ten Feet high above the Surface of the 
Ground, and in Bulk proportionable. 


How long Time they have been in 
that Situation no Body knows, . or for 
what Purpoſe they were diſpoſed in that 


Order ; only ſome pretend, by Tradition; 
they were uſed as Temples for Sacrifices 
in the Time of the Romans; and others 


have been taught, by that 7nvariable In- 
 frruttor, that they were Tribunals for the 
Tryals of ſuppoſed Criminals in a Roman 
Army. 


'Wrar Matter of Wonder and Curi- 
olity their Size might be upon Houn/low- 
Heath I do not know, but here, among 
theſe Rocks, by Compariſon, they” make 

Vor. I. U no 
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no Figur e at all. Beſides, the Soldiers, 
by the Force of Engines and Strength, 
have raiſed Stones as large, or larger, that 
lay more than half buried under Ground, 
in the Lines marked out for the new pro- 
jected Roads; and they have likewiſe ſet 
them upright along the Sides of thoſe 
Ways. Yo 


 HavinG chanced to mention the 
Stones raiſed out of the Ground by the 
Troops, I cannot forbear a little Tatle, 
concerning two Officers that are employed 
upon the new Roads, as Directors of the 
Work in different Parts of the Highlands; 
and, if you pleaſe, you may take it for 
a Piece of Highland News, for I am ſure 
your publick Papers often contain Para- 
graphs altogether as trifling, and not ſo 


Uro one of theſe Stones (ſurprizing- 
ly large to be removed) one of thoſe 
Gentlemen employed a Soldier, who is 
a Maſon by Trade, to engrave an Inſerip- 

tion, 
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tion, of his own making, in Latin, fear- 
ing perhaps his Renown might wear out 
with our Language. The Subſtance of 
it is, The Date of the Year, Time of the 
Reign, Director's Name, &c. 1 


So Mx little Time after this was done, 
the other Officer's Party of Men, having 
raiſed out of the Ground a Stone, as he 
thought, yet bigger than the former, he 
began to envy his Competitor's Founda- 
tion for Fame, and applied himſelf to a 
third Officer (who had done ſeveral little 
Poetical Pieces) to think of ſome Words 
for his Stone. But I ſhould tell you, that 
before he did ſo, it had been remarked, 
he had too often boaſted of the Exploit 
in the firſt Perſon, v2. 


I raiſed a lager Stone than —— &c. 


THE Poet Officer told him he would 
ſatisfy him off Hand, and it ſhould be in 
Engliſh, which would be underſtood by 
more "__ than the other's Latin, and 

U 2 by 
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by that Means he would have the Advan- 
tage of his Rival, at leaſt in that Parti- 
cular. 


Bou r inſtead of his real Name, I ſhall 
Inſert a feigned one, and under that only 
Diſguiſe, give you the e 25 


tion as follows, 


Eee alone 
Rais'd up this Stone; 
Ah! Hone, Ah! Hone. 


Upon this, the Hero turned ridicu- 
. louſly grave; and, ſays he, The Soldiers 
did the flaviſh Part only with my Hands, 
but, in Effect, it was I that did it with 
their Head; and therefore I do not like 
any Burleſque upon my Performance. 


ONE Thing, which I take to be a 
_ Curioſity in its Kind, had like to have 
eſcaped me, viz. a ſingle encloſed Field, 
near adjoining to the Suburbs of this 
Town, containing, as near as I can gueſs, 
| about 


©. 


about five or fix Acres, called Fair-field. 
This to the Owner gives the Title of 
Laird of Fairfield, and it would be a 


Neglect or Kind of Affront to call him 
by his proper Name, but only Fair-field - 


For thoſe they call Lairds in Scotland do 


not go by their Sirname, but, as in 


France, by the Name of their Houſe, 


Eſtate, or Part of it. But if the Laird- 
ſhip be ſold, the Title goes along with it 


to the Purchaſer, and nothing can con- 
tinue the Name of it to the firſt Poſſeſſor 
but mere Courteſy. | 


Tn E RE are few Eſtates in this Coun- 


try free from Mortgages and Incum- 


brances (I with I could not ſay the ſame 


of England;) but the Reaſon given me 


for it, by ſome Gentlemen of pretty good 


Eſtates, ſeems to be ſomething extraordi- 


nary. 


Tux v do not care to aſcribe it to the 
Poverty of their Tenants, from the in- 
conſiderable Farms they occupy, or other 
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Diſadvantages incident to theſe Parts, but 
ſay it has proceeded from the Fortunes 
given with their Daughters, Now the 
Portion or Tocker, as they call it, of a 
Laird's eldeſt Daughter, is looked upon 
to be a handſome one, if it amounts to 
One thouſand Merks, which is 55/. 115, 


150. Sterling; and Ten thouſand Merks, 


or 555 J. 115. 154.18 generally eſteemed 
no bad Tocker for a Daughter of the lower 
Rank of Quality. 


THE Scots Merk is Thirteen-pence ' 
and one Third of a Penny of our Money, 


HAvING uche upon Mortgages, 
which in Scotland are called Wadſerts, 1 


ſhall ſay a few Words on that Article. 


By the Canon Law of Scotland, all 
Kind of Uſury is prohibited; but as the 
forbidding it is very incommodious to a 
Country, on Account of Trade and Huſ- 
bandry, as well as to particular Perſons, 
and beſides, a Law moſt eaſily evaded ; 

| there 


1. r 27 
there was a Method contrived by the 
People, whereby to ſell their Eſtates, 


with a conditional Right of Redemption. 


This is called a proper Wadſett, where 


the Mortgagee takes into his Poſſeſſion ſo 


much Land as will ſecure the Principal 
and Intereſt of the Money lent, and 
ſometimes more; for which he is never 


to give Account, though there ſhould be 


a Surplus, but only to return the Lands 
to the former Proprietor, when the prin- 
cipal Sum 1s paid off. 


WA - L E T- 


Veigbbourig 
Here are but 
two Hoe of any 
Note, within many 
* Miles of us, on this 


Side the Murray Frith; one is the Houſe 
of Colloden, which 1 have” mentioned i in 


a former Letter, 


Tars is about two Miles off, and is a 
pretty large Fabrick built with Stone, 
and divided into many Rooms, among 
which the Hall i is vey ſpacious. 


THERE 
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THERE are good Gardens belonging 
to it, and a noble planted Avenue, of great 
Length, that leads to the Houſe, and a 
Plantation of Trees about it. 


Tris Houſe (or Caſtle) was beſieged 
in the Year 1715, by a Body of the Re- 
bels; and the Laird being abſent, in Par- 

liament, his Lady baffled all their At- 
tempts, with extraordinary Courage and 
Preſence of Mind. 


NEAR adjoining are the Parks, that is, 
one large Tract of Ground, ſurrounded 


with a low Wall of looſe Stones, and 


divided into ſeveral Parts, by Partitions 
of the ſame, The Surface of the Ground 
is all over Heath, or, as they call it, Hea- 
ther, without any Trees; but ſome of 
it has been lately ſown with the Seed of 
Firs, which are now grown about a Foot 
and Half high, but are ard to be ſeen 
for the Heath. 


AN 
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An Engliſh Captain, the Afternoon of 


the Day following his Arrival here from 
London, deſired me to ride out with him, 


and ſhew him the Parks of Colleden, 
without telling me the Reaſon of his Cu- 
riofity. Accordingly we ſet out, and 
when we were pretty near the Place, 
he aſked me, Where are theſe Parks ? 
for, ſays he, there is nothing near in 
View but Heath, and, at a Diſtance, 
Rocks and Mountains. I pointed to the 
Incloſure, and, being a little Way before 
him, heard him curſing in Soliloquy, 
which occaſioned my making a Halt, 


and aſking if any Thing had diſpleaſed 


him. Then he told me, that at a Coffee- 


Houſe in London, he was one Day com- 


mending the Park of Studley in Yorkſhire, | 


and thoſe of ſeveral other Gentlemen in 
other Parts of England, when a Scot's 
Captain, who was by, cried out, Ah! 


Sir, but if you were to ſee the Parks of 


Colloden in 5 cotland ! 


Trxs 
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Tr1s my Companion repeated ſeveral 
Times with different Modulations of 
Voice; and then, in an angry Manner, 
ſwore, If he had known how groſsly he 
had been impoſed on, he could not have 
put up ſo great an Affront. But I ſhould 
| have told you, that every one of the ſmall 
Diviſions above mentioned, is called a 
ſeparate Park, and that the Reaſon for 
making ſome of the inner Walls has been 
to prevent the Hares, (with which as I 
ſaid before the Country abounds) from 
cropping the tender Tops of thoſe young 
Firs, which, indeed, 1 ſpoils 
their regular Growth, 


TRE other Houſe I ſpoke of: is not 
much further diſtant from the contrary 
Side of the Town, and belongs to the 
vounger Brother of the Gentleman above- 
mentioned. He is Lord Advocate, or At- 
torney General for Scotland; it is a good 
old Building, but not ſo large as the other; 


and n near it there is a moſt romantic 
Wood 
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Wood, whereof one Part conſiſts of great 
Heights and Hollows; and the Bruſh- 
wood at the Foot of the Trees, with the 
Springs that iſſue out of the Sides of the 


Hills, invite the Woodcocks, which, in 


the Seaſon, are generally there in great 
Numbers, and render it the beſt Spot for 


Cock Shooting that ever I knew. 


NrITHER of theſe Houſes are to be 
ſeen from any Part near the Town. 


TE Gentleman, of whoſe Houſe I 
have laſt been Speaking, were it not for 
a valetudinary State of Health, and the 
Avocations of his Office, would be as 


highly pleaſed to ſee his Friends abuut 


him at Table, and over a Bottle, as his 


hoſpitable Brother, 


In the Spots of arable Land, near the 


Town, the People ſometimes plough with 
eight ſmall Beaſts, part Oxen and part 


Cows. They do not drive them with a 


Goad, as in England, but beat them with _ 
2 long 


e 


LETTER XIII. 301 
a long Stick, making a hideous Tr:/h 


Noiſe in calling to them, as they move 
along. 


TE Poverty of the Field-Labourers 


hereabouts is deplorable. I was one Day 


riding out for Air and Exerciſe ; and, in 


my Way, I faw a Woman cutting green 
Barley in a little Plot before her Hutt. 


THr1s induced me to turn aſide, and 
aſk her what Uſe ſhe intended it for ; and 


ſhe told me it was to make Bread for her 
Family. 


TuE Grain was ſo green and ſoft, 
that I eaſily preſſed ſome of it between my 


Fingers, ſo that when ſhe had prepared it, 


certainly it muſt have been more like a 


Poultice than what ſhe called it, Bread. 
There was a Gentleman with me, who 


was my Interpreter, and though he told 
me what the Woman faid, yet he did not 
ſcem greatly to approve of my Curiofity. 


THEIR 
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TurIR Harveſt-Labourers are often 
paid in Kind, viz. Oats or Barley; and 
the Perſon thus paid, goes afterwards 
about with the Sheaves, to ſell them to 
ſuch as will purchaſe them. 


IF they are paid in Money, their Wa- 
ges is Two-pence Half-penny or Three- 
pence a Day, and their Dinner, which I. 
l is Oatmeal. 


Tur RRE is no other Sort of Grain 
hereabouts, beſides Oats, Barley, and 
Beer, which laſt is an inferior Species of 
Barley but of greater Encreaſe. A Field 
of Wheat would be as great a Rarity as a 
Nightingale in any Part of Scotland, or a 
Cat-a- mountain in Middleſex. And yet 1 
have ſeen good Wheat in ſome of the 
lowland Part of the Shire of Murray, 
which is, indeed, but a narrow Space 
between the Sea and the Mountains not 
very far South of us. It is true, a certain 
Gentleman, not far from the Coaſt in the 

County 


Irre 
County of Roſs, which is farther North 
than we are, by Favour of an extraordi- 


nary Year, and a Piece of new Ground, 


raiſed ſome Wheat; but he made ſo 
much parade of it, that the Stack ſtood 
in his Court-yard till the Rats had almoſt 
devoured it. This, and a good Melon he 
treated me with, which was raiſed under 


'J Aa Rock, facing the South, and ſtrongly 


reflecting the Heat of the Sun, ſo equal- 
ly flattered him, that he afterwards made 
Uſe of me as a Witneſs of both upon 
ſeveral Occaſions. But Melons may be 


produced in Lapland. 


In the Lowlands of Scotland J have 
ſeen, in many Places, very fertile Land, 
good Wheat, and Oats in particular, much 
better than ever I ſaw of the Growth of 

England. But perhaps you will imagine, 
that, as Oatmeal ſerves for Bread, and, 
in other Shapes, for moſt Part of the reſt - 
of the ordinary Peoples Diet, they are 
more careful in the Choice of the Seed 
than our Farmers are, who know their 
Oats 


304 LETTER XIII. 


Oats are chiefly uſed as Provender for 
Cattle. But I think in ſome Parts of the 
Country, the Soil is peculiarly adapted 
to that Kind of Grain. 


In ſome remote Parts of England, 
have ſeen Bread for the Field-Labourers, 
and other poor People, ſo black, ſo hea- 
vy, and harſh, that the Bonnack, as they 


call it, (a thin Oatmeal Cake baked on 


a Plate over the Fire) may, by Eee: 
riſon, be called a Pye-cruſt, 


By the ſmall Proportion the arable 

Lands hereabouts, bear to the rocky 

Grounds and barren Heaths, there is 
hardly a Product of Grain ſufficient to 
ſupply the Inhabitants, let the Year be 
ever ſo favourable ; and therefore any ill 
Accident that happens to their Growth 
or Harveſt, produces a melancholy Effect. 
I have known, in ſuch a Circumſtance, 
the Town in a Conſternation for Want of 
Oatmeal, when Shipping has been re- 
| tarded, 


f 


„ 
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tarded, and none to be procured in theſe 
Parts, as we ſay, for Love or Money. 


Tuxkr are but few in this Town 
that eat Wheat Bread, beſides | the En- 
gliſh, and thoſe that belong to them; and 


ſome. of the principal Inhabitants, but 


not their Servants. Among the Engh/þ 
I think I may include good Part of the 


private Soldiers that are working Men. 


ALL the handicraft Tradeſmen have 


improved their Skill, in their ſeve- 
ral Occupations, by Example of the 
Workmen among the Troops, who are 
often employed by the Inhabitants as 
Journeymen ; and in particular the Ba- 


kers, whoſe Bread, I think, is not infe- 
| Tior to that of London, except when their 
Flower is grown, or muſty; when im- 
ported. This ſometimes happens, but 
they are too national to hold any Correſ- 


pondence but with their Countrymen, 
who, Lthink, have not the ſame Regard 
for them, but ſtudy too carefully their 

Vol. I. X own 


N 
own extraordinary Profit. I am ſpeaking 
of ſuch as have their Goods from En- 
gland. | 


Tus brings to my Remembrance arr | 
Obſervation I met with in London a good 
many Years ago, and that is, what an 
Advantage the Scots, the Quakers, and 
French Refugees, have over the Generali- 
ty of Frading People in England ; ſince 
they all confine the Profit of their Deal- 
ings, ſo far as ever they can, within their 
_ reſpective Circles; and moreover have an 

equal Chance for Trading Profit with all 
others, who make no ſuch partial Diſtinc- 
tion; and therefore it was no Wonder 
they throve accordingly. 


© T HAPPENED lately, upon a certain 
Occaſion, to mention this to an old Offi- 
cer in the Army, who thereupon told me 
he had: obſerved, through all the Quar- 
ters in England, that if there were any 
Scots Tradeſmen or Shop-keepers in a 
Country Town, the New-comers of that 
| Nation 
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Nation ſoon found them out, and would 


deal with no others, ſo far as they could 
be ſerved or ſupplied by them. 


TEHISs, I think) is carrying it too far, 
and teaching an ill Leſſon againſt them- 
| ſelves. And we, on the other Hand, are 
| accuſed of the contrary Extreme, which 
is, an un-national Neglect (if I may uſe 
ſuch an Expreſſion) of one another, when 
we happen to meet in foreign Countries. 


Bur to return, When the Flower 
1s muſty they mingle Seeds with the 
Dough; to overcome the diſagreeable 
Smell and Taſte. This I have likewiſe 
met with in Edinburgh, and other great 
Towns of the L 


Ao the Time of one great Scar- 
city here, the Garriſon of Fort William, 
oppoſite to us on the Weſt Coaſt, was 
very low in Oatmeal, and the little Ho- 
vel Town of Maryburgh, near adj oining | 
to it, was almoſt deſtitute. 

X 2 80 P E 
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SoME Affairs, at that Time, called 
me to the Fort; and being at the Gover- 
nor's Houſe, one of the Townſwomen 
came to his Lady and beſought her to uſe 
her Intereſt, that ſne might be ſpared out 
of the Stores, for her Money, or to re- 
pay it in Kind, only one Peck of Oat- 
meal to keep her Children from ſtarving; 
for that there was none to be ſold in the 
Town, or other Food to be had what- 
ever. The Lady, who is one of the beſt 

and moſt agreeable of Women, told her 
ſhe feared her Huſband could not be pre- 
vailed on to part with any at that Time. 
This ſhe ſaid, as knowing that Kind of 
Proviſion was almoſt exhauſted, and a great 
Number of Mouths to be fed. That 
there was but a very precarious Depend- 
ance upon the Winds for a Supply, and 
that other Sea Accidents might happen; 
but to ſhew her good Will, ſhe gave her 
a Shilling, The poor Woman holding 
up the Money, firſt looked at that, in a 
muſing then at the Lady, and 
INC 
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burſting out into Tears, cried Madam, 
what muſt I do with this? My Children 


cannot eat it! And laid the Shilling down 
upon the Table in the greateſt Sorrow and 


Deſpair. It would be too trite to remark. 


upon the Uſeleſſneſs of Money, when it 
cannot be bartered for ſomething abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to Life. But I do aſſure 
you I was hardly ever more affected with 


Diſtreſs, than upon this Occaſion, for 1 


never ſaw ſuch an Example of it before. 


1 MusT not leave you in Suſpence : 
The Governor, commiſerating the poor 
Woman's Circumſtance, ſpared her that 
ſmall Quantity, and then the Paſſion of 


Joy ſeemed more unruly in the poor 
Creature's Breaſt, than all her Grief and 


Fear had been before. | 


SoME few Days afterwards, a Ship 
that had lain Wind-bound, in the Or#- 


neys, arrived; and, upon my Return hi- 


ther, I found there had been a Supply 


likewiſe, by Sea, from the Low- Country. 


dS: IS HALL 


| 
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l SHALL make no Apology * going 
a little out of my Way, to give you a 


ſhort Account of the Fortreſs Fort Wil. 


kam, and the Town of Maryburgh that 


belongs to it ; becauſe, upon a like Ocga- 
ſion, you gave me a Hint in one of your 


Letters, that ſuch ſudden Starts of Vari- 
ety were agreeable to you. 


TEE Fort is ſituate in Lochaber, a 
Country, which, though bordering upon 
the Weſtern Ocean, yet is within the 
Shire of Inverneſs. Oliver Cromwell made 
there a Settlement, as I have ſaid before, 
but the preſent Citadel was built in the 
Reign of King William and Queen Mary, 
and called after the Name of the King. 
It was in great Meaſure originally deſign'd 
as a Check upon the Chief of the Came- 
rons, a Clan which, in thoſe Days, was 


| greatly addicted to plunder, and ſrongly | 


inclined to Rebellion. 


It: 
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Ir bands in a pet barren, rocky 
Country, and is waſhed on one of the 
Faces of the Fortification, by a naviga- 
ble Arm of the Sea. It is almoſt ſur- 
rounded on the Land Sides with Rivers 
not far diſtant from it, which, though 
but ſmall, are often impaſſable from their 
Depth and Rapidity. And, laftly, it is 
near the Foot of an exceeding high 
Mountain, called Benevis, of which I 

may have Occaſion to ſay ſomething in 
| ſome future Letter relating particularly to 
the High Country. The Town was 
erected into a Barony in Favour of the 


| Governor of the Fort, for the Time be- 


ing, and into a Borough bearing the Name 
of Queen Mary, It was originally de- 
| figned as a Sutlery to the Garriſon in ſo 
barren a Country, where little can be had 
for the Support of the Troops. 


Taz Houſes were neither to be built 
with Stone or Brick, and are to this Day 


compoſed of Timber, Boards and Turf, 
3 This 
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This was ordained to the End they might 
the more ſuddenly be burnt, or otherwiſe 
_ deſtroyed, by Order of the Governor, to 
prevent any Lodgment of an Enemy that 
might annoy the Fort, in Caſe of Rebel- 


| lion or Invaſion. 


IN your laſt Letter you defire to know, 
of me, what is the Qualification of For- 
tune required of the Elector and Elected 
to a Seat in Parliament, for a County or 
Borough in Scotland. 


TEISs induces me to believe the Baro- 
net is either gone into Begjoraſtere, or 


come to Edinburgh, 


WHAT you now require of me is one, 


among many, of thoſe Articles I have 
left out of my Account, concluding you 


might have met with it in ſome Treatiſe 
of the Conſtitution of Scotland; for I in- 


tended, from the Beginning, to give you 


nothing but what 1 — was no 
where 
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where elſe to be found. And now I ſhall 
endeavour to ſatisfy your Curioſity, in that 
Point, according to the beſt Information 
I have obtained. 


Ons and the fame Qualification is re- 
quired of a Voter, and a Candidate for 
a County, which is four hundred Pounds 
Scots, or thirty-three Pounds, ſix Shil- 
lings and Eight-pence Sterling per Annum, 
according to the old Rent, or as they ſtand 
rated on the King's Books. Theſe are 
called Barons, and none others vote for 


the Shires, except ſome few in the Coun- 


ty of Sutherland, where ſeveral of the old 
Voters, refuſing to pay their Quota of 
6 J. 135. 4 d. Scots, or 115. 14 d. Ster- 
ling per Diem, for the Maintenance of 
their Repreſentative in Time of the 
Seſſion, others were willing to be taxed 
in their Stead, provided they might have 
the Privilege of voting, which they ob- 
tained thereby to the Excluſion of the 
former. 
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Tun Magiſtrates and Town Council 
elect Members to repreſent the Borroughs, 
or Corporation Towns, and there is nei- 
ther Land or Money Qualification requir- 


ed either of the Candidate or Electors, 


| Tars Letter brings you the Concluſion 
of my Chat in Relation to this Town, and 

the Country near it, having at preſent ex- 
hauſted my Memory, as well as my writ- 
ten Remarks on that Head. In my next, 
I ſhall begin my Account of the High- 
lands, which I hope will be ſomething 
more grateful to your Curioſity, than I 
think the former could poflibly be. 


Bor if, in my Mountain Progreſs, 
any Thing new and worth your Notice 
relating to theſe Parts, ſhould happen 
either by Occurrance or Recollection, 
you may expect a ſeparate Letter, by 
Way of Supplement. But what am I 
ſaying ? This very Moment a Thought 
has obtruded, which tells me, that when 
I was ſpeaking of our Hunting and Fowl- 

| © 00 ing, 


E25 
ing, I did not remember to acquaint you, 
it is no uncommon Thing, when the 
Mountains are deep in Snow, for us to 
ſee Hares almoſt as white, which deſcend 
into theſe Plains for Suſtenance. But al- 
though we have hunted ſeveral of them 
for a while, yet always without Succeſs, 
for they keep near the Feet of the Hills, 
and immediately, upon being ſtarted, 
make to the Heights, where the Scent 
is loſt, and they baffle all, Purſuit. 


As white Rabbits are common in Eng- 
land, and our Ideas ariſe from what we 
know, you may think, perhaps we have 
been deceived, but that cannot be, for 
there is not a Rabbit in all the Country; 
and beſides, if there were any, we have 
been too near thoſe Hares, at ſtarting, to 
be miſtaken in that Particular. But this 
is not the only Thing of the Kind; Snow 
ſends down from the Mountains large 
Flights of ſmall Birds, about the Size of 
Larks or ſomething bigger, and very 
White, which they are not in Summer 


any 
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any more than the Mountain Hare. 
| Theſe have here no other Name thai 
Snow-Birds. 


IT ſhould ſeem as if Nature changed 
the Coats of theſe Creatures, that they 
might not be too eaſy a Prey to the Foxes, 
Wild-Cats, Eagles and Hawks, as they 
would be from diſtant Views, in Time of 
Snow, if they retained in Winter their 
natural Colour. But in general, Nature 
has been provident, in rendering difficult 
the finding of Animals, pleaſing to Man- 
kind for Food, Diverſion, and Exerciſe, 
as you may have obſerved in England ; 
the Hare, the Partridge, Woodcock, 
Feldifare &c. are all by their Cloathing, 
in good Meaſure, ſuited to their reſpective 
Haunts, and Places of Concealment : And 
ſome of them, one might almoſt think 
were ſenſible of the Advantage, when we 
ſee them lie without Motion till they 
are almoſt trod upon, as if knowing, that 
Action would catch the Eye; and being 

| | motionleſs, 
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motionleſs, they ſhould continue concealed 
by their reſembling Colour. 8 


I s HALL never entertain the leaſt Doubt 
of your ſincere Intentions in every thing; 
but ſince I received your laſt Letter, 

- which relates to this Prattle, I cannot but 
be apprehenſive your favourable Opinion 
of it proceeds leſs from your Satisfaction 
than a friendly Partiality to — Cc. 
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LETTER XIV. 
N my laſt Letter relat- 
ing to this northern Part 
of the Low Country, 
I promiſed, (notwith- 
ſtanding I ſhould be en- 
gaged on the Subject of 
the Highlands) to give you an Account of 
any thing elſe that ſhould fall out by the 
Way, or recur to my Memory : But 
whether this Letter is to be placed to the 
High or Low Country, I leave you to 
determine, and I think it is not very 
material. 


7 
0 


SOME 
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SoME time ago a Highlander was 
executed here for Murder, and I am now 
about to give you ſome Account of his 

Education, Character, and Behaviour; 
and I flatter my ſelf, I ſhall do it at leaſt 
as much to your Satisfaction, as the Re- 
verend Hiſtoriographer of Newgate. 


| You know I have rallied you ſeveral 
Times before now, upon your beſtowing, 
as I thought, too much Attention upon 
that Kind of Narrative, viz. The Seſſion 
Papers, and laſt Dying Speeches. 


'Tmis Man was by Trade a Smith, 
and dwelt near an Engliſh Foundery in 
_ Glngary, which lies between this Town, 
and Fort Villiam; of which Iron Work, 
J ſhall have ſome Occaſion to ſpeak more 
particularly before I conclude this Letter. 


T ux Director of that Work had hired 
a a Smith from England, and, as it is ſaid, 
that Kings and Lovers can brook no 
by Partners, 


— 
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Partners, ſo neither could the Highlander 
ſuffer the Rivalſhip of one of his o. n 
Trade; and therefore his Com petitor was, 


by him, deſtined to die, 


0 NE Night he came armed to the 


Door of the Engliſbman's Hut with In- 
tent to kill him, but the Man, being for 


ſome Reaſon or other, apprehenſive of 
Danger, had faſtened the Door of his 
Hovel more firmly than uſual; and while 
the Highlander was employed to force it 
open, he broke a Way through the back 


Wall of his Houſe, and made his Eſcape, _ 
but, being purſued, he Arya out for 


Aſſiſtance. 


Tris brought a Lowland Scot's 
Workman to endeavour to fave him, and 


his generous Intention coſt him his Life. 


| Uyon this, ſeveral others took the | 
Alarm and came up with the Murderer, 


whom they tried to ſecure, but he 


wounded ſome of them, and received ſeve- 
=: „ 
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tal Wounds himſelf, however he made 
his Eſcape for that Time. Three Days 
afterwards he was hunted out, and found 
among the Heath (which was then very 
high) where he had lain all that Time 
with his Wounds rankling, and without 
any Suſtenance, not being able to get 
away, becauſe a continual Search was 
made all round about both Night and 


Day; and for the moſt Part within his 


Hearing ; for it is more difficult to find 
a Highlander among the Heather, except 
newly tracked, than a Hare in her F orm. 


H E Was brought to this Town, and 
commiltnad to the Talbooth, where Centi- 
nals were poſted to prevent his ſecond. 
Eſcape, -which, otherwiſe, in all Probabi- 
lity, would have been effected. | 


gon Time afterwards the fudges, i in 
their Circuit, arrived here, and he was 
| _ and condemned, 


Y AI 
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Thzn the Miniſters of the Town 
went to the Gaol to give him their 
Ghoſtly Advice, and endeavoured to bring 
him to a Confeflion of his other Sins, 
without which they told him he could 
not hope for Redemption : For beſides 
this Murder, he was ftrongly ſuſpected to 
have made away with his former Wife, 
with whoſe Siſter he was known to have 
had too great a Familiarity. But when 
the Miniſters had faid all that is cuſto- 
mary concerning the Merit of Confeſſion, 
he abruptly aſked them, if either, or all, 
of them could pardon him, in Caſe he 
made a Confeſſion; and when they had 
anſwered, No; not abſolutely : He faid, 
you have told me, God can forgive me: 
They ſaid it was true; then, ſaid he, as 
you cannot pardon me, I have nothing to 
do with you, but will confeſs to Him that 
can. | . 


A LITTLE while after, a Smith of this 
Town was ſent 1 to take Meaſure of him, 


in 
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in order to make his Irons (for he was to 
be hanged in Chains) and while the Man 
was doing it, the Highlander, with a 
Bneer, ſaid; Friend, you are now about 
to do a Job for a better Workman than 
Lo. I am certain J could fit you 

r than you can me: 


Wurnx the Day for his Execution 
came (which by a late Law could not be 
under Forty Days after his Condemnation) 
and ] had reſolved to ſtay at Home; though 
perhaps I ſhould have been the only one 
in the Town that did fo; I fay having 
taken that Reſolution, a certain Lieute- 
nant Colonel, who is come into theſe Parts 
to viſit his Friends, and is himſelf a 
Highlander, for whom J have the greateſt 

Eſteem ; he came to me, and would 
have me bear him Company, declaring, 
at the ſame Time, that although he had a 
great Defire to ſee how the Criminal 
would behave, yet he would wave all 
that, unleſs I would go with him, and 
therefore rather than diſoblige my Friend, 
T2: 1 cons 
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I conſented, but I aſſure you with Re- 
luctancy. 


Tur Criminal was a little Fellow, but 
a fearleſs Deſperado, and having annexed 
himſelf to the Clan of the Camerons, the 
Magiſtrates were apprehenſive that ſome 
of the Tribe might attempt his Reſcue; 
and therefore they made Application to 
the Commanding Officer for a whole Com- 
pany of Men to guard him to the Place 
of Execution, with greater Security. 


AccokR DIN EL they marched him 
in the Centre, with two of the Miniſters, 
one on each Side, talking to him by 
Turns all the Way for a Mile together. 
But I, not being accuſtomed to this Sort 
of Sights, could not forbear to reflect a 
little upon the Circumſtance of a Man's 
walking ſo far on Foot to his own Exe- 
_ cution. | 


THE Gibbet was not only erected upon 


the Summit of a Hill, but was itfelf ſo 
high, 
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high, that it put me in Mind of Ha- 
inan 's Gallows. 


BEING arrived at the Place, and the 
Miniſters had done praying by him, the 
Executioner, a poor helpleſs Creature, 
of at leaſt eighty Years of Age, aſcended 
the Ladder. Then one of the Magiſtrates 
ordered the Malefactor to go up after 
him; upon which the Fellow turned 
himſelf haſtily about, ſays he, I did not 
<« think the Magiſtrates of Inverneſs had 
e been ſuch Fools, as to bid a Man go up 
« a Ladder, with his Hands tied behind 
« him.” And, indeed, I thought the 
great Burgher looked very filly, when 
he ordered the Fellow's Hands to be fet 
at Liberty. 


Wurd the Knot was fixed, the old 
Hangman, {being above the Criminal) 
began to feel about with his Feet, to find 
ſome Footing whereby to come down 
5 beſide the other, in order to turn him off, 
which I think could hardly have bcen done 
1 by 
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by a young Fellow the moſt nimble and 
alert, without getting under the Ladder, 
and coming down chiefly by his Hands. 


Tarvs the Highlander feeling the Ex- 
ecutioner, fumbling about him, in a little 
Time, ſeem'd to loſe all Patience, and 
turning himſelf about, with his Face from 
the Ladder, and his Cap over his Eyes, 
he cried out upon the Trinity, which, 
I dare fay, he had never heard of before 
he was committed Priſoner for this Fact ; 
and then jumped off the Ladder, And 
though his Hands were free, there did 
not appear in them, or any other Part of 
his Body, the leaſt Motion or Convul- 
ſion, any more than if he had n a 


| Statue, x 


IT is true, I could not compare this 
with other Things of the ſame Kind, but 
I thought it a very bungling Execution, 
yet liked the Cauſe of their Unskilfulneſs. 


Hz: 
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His Mother, who, it ſeems, is a very 
vile Woman, and had bred him up in 
Encouragement to Thieving and other 
Crimes, was preſent, lying on the Heath 
at ſome little Diſtance, when he leaped 
from the Ladder, and at that Inſtant ſet up 

ſuch an hideous Shriek, followed by a 
ſceaming Iriſh Howl, that every Body 
ſeemed greatly ſurprized at the uncommon 
Noiſe, And thoſe who knew the Wo- 
man, loaded her with Curſes for being 
the Cauſe of this ſhameful End of her 
Son, who, they ſaid, was naturally a 
Man of good Senſe, 


To conclude this Subject; the Smith 
who had made the Irons (I ſuppoſe 
frighted at the Execution) had run away, 
leaving his Tools behind him; and one 
of the Magiſtrates was forced to rivet 
them, there being none other that would 
undertake ſo ſhameful a Work for any 

Reward whatever. 


Ya . 
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| By 11 had forgot to acquaint you, that 


my Friend the Colonel, as we ſtood to- 


gether all the while, favoured me with 
the Interpretation of that which paſſed, 


and moſt particularly what was faid by 


the Criminal, who could not ſpeak one 
Word of Engli iſh, 


You have 8 a View of two 
tragick Scenes, viz. one at Glengary, and 
the other (being the Cataſtrophe) near 
Inverneſs ; at this Time a new Subject 
calls upon me to withdraw the latter 
Scene, and reſtore the former which re- 


preſents Glengary. 


Some few Years ago a Company of 
Liverpool Merchants contracted with the 


Chieftain of this Tribe, at a great Ad- 


vantage to him, for the Uſe of his Woods, 


and other Conveniencies for the Smelting 
of Iron, and ſoon after they put their 
Project in Execution, by building of Fur. 
naces, ns Oar from Lancaſbire, &c. 


- BY. 
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By the Way, I ſhould tell you that 


thoſe Works were ſet up in this Country, 
merely for the Sake of the Woods, be- 


cauſe Iron cannot be made from the Oar 


with Sea or Pit Coal, to be maleable and 
fit for ordinary Uſes. 


TAE Dwelling-Houſe of this Chief- 


tain had been burnt by the Troops in the _ 


Year 1715, but the Walls, which were 
of Stone, remained. And therefore the 


Director of the above-mentioned Works, 


thought it convenient to fit it up with new 


Timber for the Uſe of himſelf 'or his, 
Succeſſors, during the Term of the 


Leaſe. 


Ts being effectually done, a certain 
Number of Gentlemen of the Tribe came 


to him one Evening, on a ſeeming friend- | 


ly Viſit, whom he treated in a generous 
Manner, by giving them his beſt Wines 
and Proviſions. Among other Things 


(though a Quaker by his religious Prin- 


Cl ples, 
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ciples, yet is he a Man of polite Be. 
haviour) he ſaid to them ſomething to this 
| Purpoſe (for he told me himſelf how he 
had been uſed) Gentlemen, you have 
te given me a great deal of Pleaſure in 
this Viſit, and when you all, or any 
te of you, will take the Trouble to re- 
« peat it, let it be when it will, you ſhall 
* be welcome to any Thing that is in 
fe my Houſe,” 


UyoNn thoſe two laſt Words, one of 
them cried out. G—d dq you 
Sir, your Houſe! I thought it had been 
 Glengary's Houſe? And upon thoſe 
 Watch-words they knocked out the Can- 
dles, fell upon him, wounded him, and 
got him down among them; but he being 
ſtrong and active, and the Darkneſs put- 
ting them in Confuſion, leaſt they ſhould 
wound one another, he made a Shift to 
| flip from them in the Buſtle, and to gain 
another Room. This he immediately 
barricaded, and cried out at the Window 
to his Workmen, that were not far off, 
wha 
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who running to arm themſelves, and 
| haſten to his Aſſiſtance, obs Gentlemen 
oy off, 


IT only now remains that I make 
ſome little Animadverſion upon this ran- 
courous, treacherous, and inhoſ pitable 
Inſult, which, but for an Accident, it is 
much more SR probable, would haye 
; yu by another Name, 


NoTwITHSTANDING this Houſe 
was repaired by Conſent of the Chief, 
and, in Courſe of Time, he would have 
the Benefit of ſo great an Expence ; yet 

an Engliſh Trader dwelling in the Ca/th, 
as they call it, when, at the ſame Time, 
the Laird inhabited a miſerable Hut of 

Turf, as he did, and does to this Day : 
This, I fay, was intolerable to their Pride ; 
and as it was apparently their Deſign at 
firſt to raiſe a Quarrelle d Altemand, (a 
wrong-headed Quarrel) whatever other 
Words he had uſed, they would have 


found ſome among them that they might 
| Vreſt 
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wreſt to their inhuman Purpoſe. But 
thoſe Words (my Houſe) unluckily ſerved, 
in an eminent Degree, to provoke their 
Rage, as a Lunatick, who is reaſonable 
by Intervals, returns to his Ravings when 
any one touches upon the Cauſe of his 
Madneſs. - However ſome Good aroſe 
from this Evil, for, upon Complaint 
made, the Chieftain was threatened with 
a great Number of Troops to be quartered 
upon him, and, by that Means, the Li- 
werpool Company obtained ſome new ad- 
vantageous Conditions to be added to 
their original Contract, which have made 
ſome Amends for the bad Uſage of their 
Manager and Partner. And ſince that 
Time he has met with no ill Treatment 
from any of the Tribe, except ſome lit- 
tle Pilferings, which might have. _ 
pened any where elſe. 7 


I aM next to give you a Converſation 
Piece, which, with its Iucidents, 1 fore- 
{ce will be pretty ſpacious ; but I ſhall 
make no Apology for it, becauſe I know 
your 
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your leiſure Hours to be as many as my 


own. 


3 I nav x often heard it urged, as an 
undeniable Argument for the Truth of 


incredible Stories, that the Number and 


_ reputed Probity of the Witneſſes to the 
Truth of a Fact is, or ought to be, ſuf- 
ficient to convince the moſt Incredulous. 
And I have known the Unbeliever to be 
treated by the greateſt Part of a Compa- 
ny as an Infidel, or, at beſt, as a con- 
ceited Sceptick; and that only, becauſe he 
could not, without an hypocritical Com- 
plaiſance, own his Aſſent to the Truth 
of Relations the moſt repugnant to Rea- 
ſon, and the well-known Laws and Ops: 
' rations of Nature. 


Tux being accuſed of unreaſonable 
Unbelief was, ſome Time ago, my own 
Circumſtance ; and perhaps I have ſuf- 
fered in my Character, as a Chriſtian, 
(though Chriſtianity has nothing to do 
* it) by diſputing the Truth of a 
| T, ale, 
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Tale, which I thought no Body, above 
the ordinary Run of unthinking People, 
could have believed, if taking upon Truſt, 
without Examination; may be called Be- 
lieving. fo | 5 


Uyon making my firſt Viſit to a cer- 
tain Lord, not many Miles from this 
Town; I found there one of our Mini- 

ſters of the Goſpel; for ſo they call 
themſelves, very probably, for a Diſtinc- 
tion; between them and Miniſters of 
State. 55 


Tu rs Gentleman, being in a declining 
Way in his Conſtitution; had been invi- 
ted, by our Lord, (who I make no doubt 
has ſome particular View in making his 
Court to the Preſbiterian Clergy) I ſay 
this Invitation to him was to paſs ſome 
Time in the Hills for the Benefit of the 
Mountain Air. But this was not a Com- 
pliment to him alone, but likewiſe to the 
whole Town; for, I do aſſure you, none 
could be more eſteemed than this Mini- 
8 | | ſter i - 


LETTER XIV. 335 
ſter, for his affable Temper, exemplary 
Life, and what they call ſound Doctrine. 
And, for my own Part, I verily think, 
from ſome of what I am about to recite, 
that he was a true Believer, for I do not 
in the leaſt ſuſpect him of Falſhood, it 
being fo foreign to his known Character. 


Ix the Evening our noble Hoſt, with 
the Minifter and myſelf, fat down to a 
Bottle of Champain. And after the Con- 
verſation had turned upon ſeveral Subjects 
(I do not remember how, but) Witch- 
craft was brought upon the Carpet. By 
the Way, I did intend, after what I have 
formerly ſaid upon that frivolous Subject, 
never to trouble you with it again. But 
to my preſent Purpoſe. 


AFTER the Miniſter had faid a good 
deal concerning the Wickedneſs of ſuch 
a diabolical Practice as Sorcery, and that 
I, in my Turn, had declared my Opinion 
of it, which you knew many Years ago, 
he undertook to convince. me of the Re- 


ality 
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ality of it by an 3 Which! is 45 
follows. 


A cERTAIN Highland Laird had 
found himſelf, at ſeveral Times, deprived 
of ſome Part of his Wine; and having 
as often examined his Servants about it, 
and none of them confeſſing, but all de- 
nying it with Aſſeverations, he was indu- 
ced to conclude they were Innocent. 


Tur next Thing to conſider was, how 
this could happen? *© Rats there were 
te none to father the Theft. Thoſe you 
e know, according to your philoſophical : 
« next Door Neighbour, might have 
ec drawn out the Corks with their Teeth, 
and then put in their Tails, which, being 
« long and ſpungeous, would imbibe a 


* good Quantity of Liquor. This they 


might ſuck out again, and ſo on, til! 


« they had emptied as many Bottles as 
« were ſufficient for their Numbers, and 
« the Strength of their Heads.” But to be 


more ſerious ; I ſay there was no Suſpi- 


cion 
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cion of Rats, and it was concluded it 
could be done by none but Witches, 


HERE the new Inquiſition was ſet on 
Foot, and who they were was the Queſ- 
tion; But how ſhould that be diſcovered ? 
To go the ſhorteſt Way to work the Laird 
made Choice of one Night, and an Hour 
when he thought it might be watering 
Time with the Hags, and went to his Cel- 
lar without a Light, the better to ſurprize 
them. Then, with his naked Broad- 
Sword in his Hand, he ſuddenly opened 
the Door, and ſhut it after him, and fell 

to cutting and flaſhing all round about 
him, till at laſt, by an Oppoſition to the 
Edge of his Sword, he concluded he had 
at leaſt wounded one of them. But I 
ſhould have told you, that although the 
Place was very dark, yet he made no 
Doubt, by the Glare and Flaſhes of their 
Eyes, that they were Cats; but upon the 
Appearance of a Candle, they were all 
vaniſhed, and only ſome Blood left upon 
the Floor. I cannot forbear to hint in 
„ 2 this 


Country, and could procure me a Sight 
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this Place, at Don Quixots Battle with 


the Borachios of Wine. 


 TryzRE was an old Woman, that 


lived about two Miles from the Laird's 


Habitation, reputed to be a Witch : Her 
he greatly ſuſpected to be one of the Con- 
federacy, and immediately he hafted away 


to her Hut, and, entering, he found her 
lying upon her Bed, and bleeding ex- 


ceſlively. 


THr1s alone was ſome Confirmation 


of the Juſtneſs of his Suſpicion, but caſt- 
ing his Eye under the Bed, there lay her 


Leg in its natural F. orm 


I Mus r 8 I was amazed at the 


Concluſion of this Narration; but ten 
Times more, when, with the moſt ſeri- 


ous Air, he aſſured me, that he had ſeen 


a Certificate of the Truth of it, ſigned 


by four Miniſters of that Part of the 
of 
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ol it, in a few Days, if I had the Cu- 
riofity to ſee it, 


WIEN * had finiſhed his ties, 1 
uſed all the Arguments I was Maſter of, 
to ſhew him the Abſurdity to ſuppoſe a 


Woman could be transformed into the 


Shape and diminutive Subſtance of a Cat 
to vaniſh like a Flaſh of Fire, carry her 
Leg Home with her, c. And I told 
him, that if a Certificate of the Truth 
of it had been ſigned by every Member 
of the General Afembly, it would be im- 
poſſible for me (however ſtrong my In- 
clination were to believe) to bring 
my Mind to aflent to it. And at 
| laſt, I told him, that if it could be ſup- 
poſed to be true, it might be ranked in 
one's Imagination among the moſt emi- 
nent Miracles. Upon this laſt Word 


_ (lite my Houſe at Glengary) my good 


Lord, who had been filent all this while, 
ſaid to the Miniſter—Sir, you muſt not 
mind Mr. „ for he is an Athieſt. 


* 


3 Lian 
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I sHALL not remark upon the Polite- 
neſs, good Senſe, and Hoſpitality of this 
Reflection; but this Imputation, although 
perhaps it might have paſſed with me 
for a Jeſt, or unheeded, before another 
induced me, by my preſent Situation, to 
juſtify myſelf to the Kir; and therefore 
it put me upon telling him, I was ſorry 
his Lordſhip knew me no better, for that 
I thought there was nothing in the World, 
that is ſpeculative, would admit of the 
thouſandth Part of the Reaſons for its 
Certainty, as would the Being of a Di- 
wine Providence: And that the viſible 
Evidences were, the ftupendous Contri- 
vance and Order of the Univerſe, the 
Fitneſs of all the Parts of every individual 
Creature, for their reſpective Occaſions, 
Uſes and Neceſſities, &c. And concluded, 
that none but an Idiot could imagine that 
ſenſleſs Atoms could jumble themſelves 
into this wonderful Order and Oecono- 
my. To this, and a good deal more to 
the ſame Purpoſe, our Hoſt ſaid nothing, 
perhaps 
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perhaps he was conſcious he had given 
his own Character for mine. 


Tux I 3 to the Miniſter, and 
told him, that, for my own Part, I could 
not think there was any Thing irreligious 
in denying the ſupernatural Power of 
Witchcraft, becauſe I had, early in my 
Youth, met with ſuch Arguments as 
then convinced me, that the Woman of 
| Endor was only an Impoſtor, like our 
 Aſtrologers and Fortune-tellers, and not 
a With in the preſent Acceptation 
of the Word. And, if my Memory, 
did not deceive me, the principal Reaſons 
were, that to ſupport herſelf in her diſ- 
honeſt Profeſſion, ſhe muſt have been 
a Woman of Intelligence and Intrigue, 
and therefore knew what paſled in the 
World, and could not be ignorant of 
Saul's unhappy and abandoned State at 
that Time. Nor could ſhe be unac- 
quainted with the Perſon and Dreſs of 
the Prophet in his Life-time, and therefore 
might cafily deſcribe him. And that 
| — Saul 


Derr 
Saul ſaw nothing, though he was in the 


ſame Room, - but took it all from the 
Woman's Declaration. 


Barons, I bold him I might quote 
the Caſe of Copernicus, who was not far 
from ſuffering Death for broaching his 
new Syſtem of the Earth, becauſe it ſeem- 
ed to contradict a Text in the Pſalms of 
David, although the fame is now become 
unqueſtionable among the Aſtonomers, 
and 1s not at all diſproved by the Divines. 
And to this I told him I might add an 
Inference relating to the preſent Belief of 
the Plurality of Habitable Worlds. Thus 
tenderly did I deal with a Man of his 
Modeſty and ill State of Health. 


1 $sHouLD have been aſhamed to re- 
late all this Egotiſin to any other than a 
truly Boſom Friend, to whom one may 
and ought to talk as to one's ſelf; for 
otherwiſe it is, by Diſtruſt, to do him 
Injuſtice. 


SOME 
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Sou of theſe Miniſters put me in 
Mind of Moliers Phyſicians, who were 
_ eſteemed, by the Faculty, according as 
they adhered to, or neglected, the Rules 
of Hippocrates and Galen, and theſe, like 
them, will not go a Step out of the old 
Road, and therefore have not been ac- 
cuſtomed to hear any Thing out of the 
ordinary Way, eſpecially upon Subjects, 
which, in their Notion, may have any 
Relation even to their traditional Tenets. 
And ] think this cloſe Adherency to Prin- 
ciples, in themſelves indifferent, muſt be 
cowing, in good Meaſure, to their Fear 
of the dreadful Word Heterodoxy. But 
this Gentleman heard all that I had to 
fay againſt his Notion of Witchcraft with 
great Attention, either for the Novelty of 
it, or by Indulgence to a Stranger, or 
both. And I am fully perſuaded it was 
the Newneſs of that Oppoſition which 
tempted him to fit up later than was 
: convenient for him: I fay his ſitting up 
1 8 only, 
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Sy. beak 1 chink Mow very Little he | 
drank could make no Alteration in- -his 
Health; but not many Days after I heard 
of his Death, which was much lamented 
by the People of this Town, and the 
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